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FOREWORD 

Lale in 19°1,8 the Free Society Group of Chicago decided Lo mark its 
quarter of a century of existence by issuing a pamphlet expressing the 
comments of comrades i1J various countries about the \1 orld scene, as 
viewed in Lhe light or lihertarian philosophy. Request for articles Lo 
carry out this purpose \\ere sent lo a select list o[ writers. 

Publiculiou of such a ;,ymposium was planned for the early part o{ 
19-19, but for se, era! reasons. \d1ich we need not go into here, its issuance 
was delayed until no" . Yet iL will be found that the article:. contained 
l1erein generally have quite as much point as if Lhey had been published 
al the intended lime-for 11 oriel conditions today, except for the greater 
tension en used by the war in Korea. a re but liule cli.ffcrent from "hat 
they ,,ere Lhen. And Lhe Free Society CroUJ) feels that these commentaries 
huvc definite historical value. 

Our cherished comrade C. P. Maximo.II (wbose untimely death on 
l\farcb 16. ]950, was a11 irreparable loss to t.he Libertarian movement 
throughoul the world), was a prime mover in Lhc planning oI Lhis pam• 
phlet- hence it is fitting to dedicate it lo his memory. 

The Free Society Group takes this occasion to extend its cordial thanks 
for financial and moral ;.upporl giYen lo il h) the Freie Arbeiter Stimme 
Group of Detroit. Michigan: Lhe Washingto11. O.C .. Group; lhe Rusi-ian 
Group of l\e,~ York: Kropotkin Branch 4,13. Workmen·s Circle. Los 
Angeles; Lhe Boris Yclensky Sixtieth Jubilee Committee. Chicago; and 
many individual comrades Lhroughoul the country. 

Especially do we wanl lo Lhank Carl Goldberg of Chicago for faithful 
fnlfilmenl of tile last wish of his mother, Celia Goldberg. who died on 
April 25, I 949. B) virtue of t.hat wish. expressed oral!) a ,1d not in a 
written will. her whole e:-tate was genPrously given Lo the F ree Society 
Group and the Industrial Workers of Lhe \Vorld. With deep affertion and 
g1·alitudc we salute the memory of Celia Goldberg, who for many years 
was a valiant and uncompromising fighter for freedom and liberty. 

I I I 
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THE STATE OF THE WORLD 

EDITOR'S NOTE: Comra<lc l\fa11im0Il intended lo write an article for these page~, 
with the tirle above, hut unfortunately that article was never wrillt'n. ):le was nbout 
to hegin typing il on tlw v1•ry day of his death; aml J1ad typed the title on tlu; 
opening page. When preparing to do · any writing, J\laximoil inrnriably made 
oumcrou"" note,, of ide°" resu1Ling from hi6 widespread reading and ohsennLions of 
the action~, goo1I or evil. of rnMkind. And the notes which appear below are those 
which hi, meant to de\('lop in the article he planned for thib pamphlet. 

BY G. P. MAXIMOFF 

M) fatherland is Liberty. Jts rnemies are mJ enemies. All mr burning 
s) mpatliy for the ,jctim changes into equally burning hatred when the! 
victim tw·ns oppressor. 

There is no !"uch thing a~ academic freedom. There is only one thing 
h} Lltal name: Freedom. F1·eedom is indh isiblc and belo11gs Lo all. 
Hence il cannot be Lakcn from some without. being lost by all. Tlte citizen, 
so long as he is one " •ho carries out all of his obLigaLions. must. also be 
granted all of his rights. For there are no rights wiilioul obUgations, jnst 
as there can be no obligations without rights. 

Communism and Capitali i;m both leach the masses nol lo respect, but 
disdain, frt,edom. Both, when t.hey speak of freedom, , icw it as freedom 
for themselves, for their part). sect. or clique. and thus alienate Lhe masses 
of the people ever farther from the concepts of humanism. tolerance, and 
rcspel't for man and his freedom. The :,lruggle bet ween those ll,o mad 
actors. both of whom belong i11 a lunatic a~) 111111, drags rna11kind ever 
more deepl) into a slate uI i,Lupor. 

The "oriel is still too big a morsel for a11y one powc-r to chew and 
imallo,\, 

If the slr□girl e bet" een the (J .S.S. R. and the ll .S.A. is ideologica I. thel\ 
we want no part of it. Roth ideologies: are repugnant to us a11d contrary 
to the interests o( the toiling masses. So murh for Lhl• thee>rr. Practically, 
hm,ernr. we a re forced Lo lake ~ides in this struggle. Many of us wi.1\ 
lose their ideologicaJ hearings and their integrity. But s in<'e WI' cannot 
de!ilroy holh 11•arrlng factious simu ltaneously, and jn the absence of :i 

third force-an organized, independent working class-~\e have only this 
alternative: to sit by passively I an attitude which nei ther camp will 
permit). or side with those whose Yictory will give us our best t·hance to 
uniLC the proletariat and overthrow the victors. That side. strange as it 
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ma) ::1eem, is the capitalist bourgeoisie, not I.he Communist dictatorsb1p 
represented by a new class of bureaurrats. uch is the paradox of history. 

Socict5 must be so organized that its de,•elopmt>nt <'a1mot be diverted 
into channels for tlie enrit·hmenl of a f1°w privileged oligarchs. 

Contemporary ~tates appear, ,~·he.n ti1eir sul>stam;e is closely examined, 
as Communist-type organizations, but perrnrted in the highest degree. 
Formally the 'tale, as represeuted by the government, fulfills the functions 
of the topmost orgau of the 11alional commune: it enforces taxation (i.e., 
demands that each member coutribute a certain amount of his labor ior 
the common good) for education. sanitation. hospitals, medical aid. road 
construclio11. street ligb Li 11g. puhl ic monuments, gardens, forests, })arks, 
safet) pro,isions. and defense from foreign aggression. But. gO\·ernment 
bcincr in the hands oI Lhe strung. ii establisbes privileges and Pconomic 
ineq:alit), and fosters abw,es of pulilie funds; it prevents tlie population 
from taking dire(·t part in its business and forces it lo fight wars defe11diug 
the interests of the wealth). For the sake of these interests also, it per­
pctualt..-s J>OverL). btlrring t·omplete communism and complete libertj. 

In lheor) a free Communist State is possible, if its go11'nrn1e11l he 
trul) a people's go,ernmenl. In pradi('e. ho\\e,er, it is not realizable. for 
its or~anization is such tlrnt a rninorit1 regime is immediately f'Slablished 
-•a minorit} politicall)' a!s well a;:; economiC'all). As a result, its commu-
1rism or tollecti, j,;m inescapabl) dcienerates into serfdom. which Lakes 
the form not of forl'ccl lahur. hut of taxe;;. for the people and profits ror 
thr pri,i leged. 

To realize those c·ollet·th isl principles Lhal arc fundamental lo the 
Statt> ronC'cpl. it is essential Lo change the form ()f communil) or~aniza­
tion- to replace the State with a notional commune which \\Ould be the 
end-result of a federalhe unifitation oI lucal communes. The direct. uni­
"ersal, equal. secret YOte should he applieable onl} to the lower organs. 

Literacy is neither education nor knowledge. It is only a tet'hnical 
means, a key. which not e, Cl') bod) knows how lo use. 

The bourgeoisie entered the nineteenth l'enlur) ~dth a greal deal of 
11oise: with revolutions and guillotines, with the wars of l\apoleon I ancl 
his victories. Behind it. in olcralls. marched 'ol'iaJism, only to he dealt 
with harshly in 1848 and ]871 b) a bomgeoisie wh.icl1 lhought itst>lf 
strong enough to kill Socialism. IL did nnt succeed in that, hut it tamed 
the ocialists- forbidding them to do all that it had done before. Re­
placing kings and feudal lords. the bourgeoisie provided itself with a 
Parliament. in which it alone was to be represented. and calJed its dic­
tatorship democrncy; ils government- the people's government : its laws 
-the people's laws; its interests-natioJ1al interests. B) the cud of the 
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century the triumph of the bourgeoisie was complete and decisive. at.ion 
followed nation i 11 accepting its form of government, its econ om), ils 
philosophy, even those "ho "ere the objt:cls of iLs rnle aucl exploitation. 

''Progress," wrote Spencer, •'is not accidental buL inevitable:· That 
is nol ll'llt!. Progress is an a<.:cidenl which bas become not inevitable, hul 
a Iuuction of Nature and so<'ial organization. 

The bomgeoisie-Lhrougb it.s departments of science, philosophy, in­
dustry, and trade-has generated forces whic;h, while utilizing Lhe achieve­
ments of Lhosc departments, aim to build new foundations and thrnw new 
light on science, philosophy. morals, industry. and Lnde, and then rele• 
gate the bourgeoisie itselI to the museum o( archaeology and paleontology. 
That is Socialism. 

The political rentrali7ation of kings. inherited by Ll1e bourgeoisie, 
has been perfected hy the latter and augmented by economic cenlraliza­
lion in lhe form of concentration of the means of producLion in monopo• 
lies. Monopolies. in their turn, when inherited by Socialism, combine in 
one centralized agency-the State. 

What is happe11ing loda} is similar lo what took pla<'e in the uineteenth 
century under the inAuenc'e or the French Revolution. Then the bour­
geoisie replaced the aristocracy politically by forcing ru1 equalizalion of 
polilic:al rights and the substitution of autocracy by parliamentarianis01. 
Today the bourgeoisie is being replaced by the proletariat, i.e .. by a 
bureaucracy of the proletariat. Ju the field of economics it is being re­
placed by State monopolies. 

The bourgeoisie is not onl) being replaced, but physically destroyed 
as a cla!'<s; hen<'e its parliamentarianism is displaced by dictatorship. 
Dictatorship, in turn, directs its blows at hotl1 the bourgeoisie and the 
working class, because the laller opposes the creation oJ a new bureau• 
cratic class, the purpose oI which is enforcement o( State seddom. Jusl 
as the bourgeoisie permitted outsiders no participation in the affairs of 
state, so the bureaucracy allows them no part. And while on the surface 
it gives itseU tJ,e appearance of a democratic set-up. in reality it steadily 
strengthens its dictatorial hold on the whole populatiou, leveled before 
it in cnsla, emcnt and defenselessness. 

Is it permissible lo arrest life? Cerlainly not. Life takes i ts normal 
course and states its demands. Yet the Socialists, who strive for power 
and gain it, wish to arrest Jifc: the) ask tJ1c working masses for patience, 
endurance, and deprivation and uller submission. They are incensed when 
those masses 1·e£use to Lum guinea pigs and submit to a system of ,•ivi-
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seclion which is. however, a prime condition for lhe success of State 

Socialism. 
Anarchism does nol demand this because, unlike a ~o.liLical pal'ty, 

il makes no promises o{ well-being, bul calls irnsl~ad for JOmt l~am~\'ork 

b 11 fr hotlom to top to achieve lltis well-being. The orgamzal"lonal 
Y a • om ' 1,·1 • • h h 

form ~[ society under our program ,, ould Le ::-uch that. w I e 1l mag t. e 
far from perfecl. it would guarantee by its nature t rathe1· than b) police 
force) the peaceful rf'aHzation of it.s aims of common ,,eHai·e and an 
e, er-expanding freedom. llere all I\ U~ld work ru,d none m~el!. make 
promises. Without -free. equal labur "h1ch leaves room for .so hdanl) and 
initiali~e. neither freedom nor mate.-ial welfare c,rn be achieved •. And he 
,\ho maintains lhe opposite is a h) pocrilc, scoundrel. or explmter "ho 
seeks powf'r for himself all(l slaver) for olhers. 

France lives 011 the last pennies ·o[ ·her great past. Bnl if she sho~ld 
fail to find u1 herst:lf soon the enthusiasm, power, and sweep, for darmg 
ne" ideas equal to lhosc of her forefathers, sbr will find hersel£ in a 

home for the aged. 

Re, olutions occur not in lhe name of future generations. 

ubsidies are granted for the · cle~el~pme11l of one or another branch 
of industTy and its protection from foreign competition. Su~sidi_es al~o 
ai·e granted lo curtail oulpul of certai11 products, so as to maintain tbe1r 
pric.-e level and lo encourage exporl. 

How can rou flee reasou 11 he11. withoul ii. you tould not even c-ome 

to its opposite? 

The danger is not in the laws and regulations against liberty, ~ul_ iu 
sodety's state or mind. ils psychological readiness to .accept. these bm_1tcl· 
tiom, and aid in their enforcement. Slavery's strength 1s nut rn the chams, 
hut in their moral acceptance and j uslification by the slaves themselves. 

"\ationalism ca1rnot be abolished: it can only be shaken off in a life 
of close co-ope.ration. 

Money in Russia takt>;; lhe place of ration cards. lls purchasing po" er 
depends on arbitrary decisions. ViTJ1en a citizen has a ration card for a 
pound of brt>ad and is unable to gel ii [rn111 L11c distributor, he blam<'$ 
the authorities: if he has insufficient mo11ey for thal pound of bread he 
seeks additional work. The function c,f money is exchange and accounting 
jn the home markel alone. The Soviet government has s.hown no intere!'-t 
in sef'ing the ruble stabilized and quoted in the international market. Tllis 
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would be unp1·ofitable, making the continued unmerciful exploitation of 
the p1?ople impossible. lolernall), money is lhe State's most lucralive traclc. 

\Ve live in an era or enormous changes, some fast and spectacular. 
others slow and unnoticed-) el equal!) importanl. Owing lo these change3 
lhc 11orl<l is divided-1!conomical1 ) . politicall y, and geographically- into 
Capitalism and State SociaJi::,m (the laller being forced 0 11 the capitalists 
b) evenlb) mid. between them. lhe remnants of feudalism and even primiti• 
, ism. So it is imporlant to characterize not onl) Capitalim1, as was suf­
licienl up lo the time of the Russian Rcvolulion, Lut also State CapiLalism 
l Lale oc:ia lism. ) 

Commercial Feudalism: E:ach cou,my su rrounding itself by high 
wall::- of Lariff, like feudal barons of lon!); ago. 

There is infinite]) more poverl; and unhappiness in the wol'ld tha11 
sali,-Iaction and jo). 

Now tlrnt the Stale t"Xlendo; rH•r farther ib economic activities. havil'g 
become direcl owner o[ indi,i<lual concerns and entire branches of in­
duslq. lhus going into full partner:,hip 11i1h Capitalism. lhe workers cau 
see the Stale more clearl), nol only as lhe oppressor aJld deff'nder of ex­
ploilers. but a:; the boss himself. The Stale is the most malicious of ex­
ploiters, outranking all ,~ho come before il, including the feudal lonh, 
became il conc:entrales in its lta11<ls moral, economic, legi:,latiYe, judicial, 
and ex:e(·uti~c powers. placin~ ilself abo, e mortal despots and immortal 
gods. 1t is a combination of preacher. lcud1cr. l,oss, legislalor, judge, 
aud policeman. A,; a result. it is now easier to reveal to the workers the 
true ualure or the Stale, if we clarify its economic role and emphasize 
the fact lhal that role remains unchanged whale\'er its origin : the general 
vote or revoluLion. 

So far lhe history of human society has been a process of exchanging 
one ruling class for another- never lhe elimination of classes. In a given 
historical ~ituation one class removes a11other from power, or forces it to 
share its powers and privileges, or. as lhe Boh,he,ib ha,e done, physically 
destroys the rulinl! ela~s and fills its place entire!)' with the offspring of 
indu<1lrial workers. peasants, and intelligcnlsia, who fom1 a new ruling 
class- a bureaucrat)' ,, hich continues tl1e work of its predecessors. wh.ich 
means the opprr-.<1iou and ex7>loitalion of the masses of the people. 

Poudering these facts leads to the conclusion that power in human 
society is ine, ii able. as it c-annol be destroyed. The paramount task con­
fronting all honest men and women is to achieve Lhc transfer of power to 
a class which would unfoilingly serve the best interests of the great 
majority of mankind. 
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SOCIAL RIGHTS AND FREEDOMS : 
THEffi VITAL WORTH TO US 

BY RUDOLF ROCKER 

It has long been a lruism LhaL the social rights and liberties which 
we lnne inherited from former generations and which we now exercise 
Ireel). have lost their original meaning for most people. As a rule one 
cherishes on!) that "hich one has allained through personal struggle, 
forgetting all Loo readily the historic significance of the achie,·ements 
made by others in previous eras. by dint of costly sacrifices. \v'ere this 
not the case, we could not account fox- the great periodic relapses which 
occur in hwnan evolution and progress. All the social gains won in the 
past. from Lhe most ancient days Lo the present, 11 ould lhen be drawn, if 
show11 on a chart, on a roMtanLI) as('ending line, unhroken by occasional 
reactions. 

IL is onl) when $UCh dearl} woo rights ha\e become Lhe prey of aJ1 

unbridled reaction thal we begin Lo realize how precious lhey were to us, 
and how poignantly their loss affects us. The present epoch and the 
shattering events of the most fearful catastrophe in the history o{ all 
nalions, have taughl us a lesson in this reilpett 1~hich caimot be easily 
misunderstood, and "hich should spur us all Lo sober reflection on the 
subject. 

There was a time "hen supposed revolu Lionaries embraced the notion 
that drasli<.: re]Jre::;sio11 must necessarily generate counter-pre:,sure of 
like intem,ily among the people. thus accelerating the cause of general 
liberatio11. This delusion, which could spring only from blind dogmatism, 
is still very much in vogue and constitutes one of the greatest perils in 
the path of aH social movements. Such a concept is not onl) basically 
false, with 110 historical justification; what is I\OJ"se, it tends to pave the 
Wa) for C\ Cl') phase of intellectual and sot·ial reaction. For it is difficult 
lo assume that people who haYe allo"ed thernsekcs Lo be robbed of any 
of lheir hiltcrly-fought-for rights and freedoms, will exhibit burning 
energy in battling lo ad1ieve foll human righls. 

The irrational idea that political and social liberties possess no value 
for us so long as the system under which we live has not been complett•ly 
removed, is equivalent to acceptance of Lenin's sophistical statement that 
"Freedom is merely a bourgeois prejudice.'' Yet Lhose ,d10 would make 
this point of ,iew their own must, H LLc) are Lo Le consistent, regard as 
pmposeless all the rights won through past revolutions and great popular 
movements; moreover. I.bey would he obliged to embrace a new absolu­
tism which, in its inevitable effects, is far worse than the monarchical 
absolutism of previous centuries. 
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None of the rights and liberties that we enjoy today in more or less 
democratic cou.nlrics 11 ere ever granted to the peoples by their govern­
ments as a volu nlar) gift. \ ot even the most liberal regime confers 
rights aud freedoms upon a nation on it,; own initiative; it does so only 
when the resistance of the people can uo longer be ignored. This holds 
good not on ly for Europe, but all !'ounlries on all continents; and nol 
mere!) for any given period but for aU historical ems. 

The revolutions in s~itzerland and the Nethedands against lhe 
tyrann~ of the Austrian and panish dynasties respectively; the Lwo 
English revolutions against absolute mo11an:hy, Lhe re\ oh of the American 
colonies against oppression b) the mother country, the great French 
Revolution with its reverberations throughout Europe, the revolutionary 
cv·ents oI 1818-49. the upri:..ing of the Paris Commune in 1871 and the 
Cantonal Revolution in Spain in 1873, as well as the Russian Rernlution 
<luring Lhe Fir:,l \Vorld War prior lo the a::.<.:e11da11q o( Bohhe, ism and 
iu- degeneratiou inlc, a counter-re, olution, the so-called Dictatorship of 
the Prolelariat; the outbreak of the Spanish Civil \Var in 1936 and the 
awakening of the "colonial nations·'-all these events oI historic scope 
have kepl societ) in a state of internal ferment for centuries. crealing the 
prerequisites for a new social evolution which. though frequently inter­
rupted by reactionary relapses, yet serve to direct out· lives along new 
paths. And these events like\\ise made the people of many nations in­
creasing! y a,tare of their elcrnental rights and zealous for preserving 
their 0\\' 11 dignity. with the result that the horizon of our personal aud 
collective rights and liberties has widened lo a degree which ·would have 
been unthinkable under royal absolutism. 

Without Lhe French Re, olution and its powerful reverberalions in 
near!) a ll thi> c:01111Lries of Europe, the outstanding mass movements of 
our time, the wine dissemination of demorratic and socialistic ideas, and 
the de, elopment of the modern labor moveincnt, the aSJJirations of which 
have left an indelible imprint upon histor)- none of these would have 
Leeu possihle; for it was Lhe rights and freedoms established through 
that epic rising that prepared the soil upon which these new concepts 
could gro II and flourish. 

No one understood this Iundame111al truth heller than Michael 
Bakunin when, in the stormy period of 18-18--!9, he sought to \,in over 
the Slavic nations of the East in favor of the revolution and to persuade 
them to join in an alliance ,1ith Western democracy, lo smash the three 
remaining citadel;, o! royali;,t absolutism in Europe--Russia, Austria, 
and Prussia. For he sensed rightly that the continuing existence of these 
Jast slrongbolds o( unlimited despotism constituted the greatest existing 
danger to the de, elopmenl of freedom on that continent, and that Lhe.se 
po\\ers would constantly try lo work toward a reversion Lo the days of 
the Holy Alliance. This attempt by Bakunin-ending in fallui-e as it did 
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-appl'nn, a11 the morl' ~ignifirnt1l :-inn· \lan. and Engel;. themc:elvcs 
could thin\.. of nothing b!:'Uer 1.ba11 lo ad\\1cale. in the Rheinischc Zeitur•g, 
the r,Lennination of all Sla,ic pl·opl~ l'Xcept tlw P ole;., c~cn going .:.o 
far ac: tu den> lo Lho,-l' nation,-, µ;encrall} an) inner nct'd for high~r 
cultural attai11t11<•11t. 

Hu111a11 hein~-- ne, er rc--ort tu open rc,-i--tancr ,-olely for the jo> of ii. 
Re,olutium, hu·ul. oul onl) \\hen t•,er) other pos,-ihle recour,;e ha-. been 
exhau;.lt·d. and \\hen tht' blind i11/1exibiliL) nncl mental myopia of the 
rulin~ da,-~es ll·u,e no ulternati,e. Re\Cilution<; 1·rente nothing n('\\ in 
them,.,ches; thr) mercl) dear tht> path of ob,-,tm le-. and lwlp bring to 
fruitic,11 ul read} c,isting f!:Crms of II C\\ c·u111·e()b. Evt>r} form of frrcdoUl 
gained through ,-trugglr posse,--.t•-. ine.,timuhle importam·c: il becomes 
a base for furtht'r pro~rc,;.. a -,tcpping ;..tonr on tlw road to general 1•man­
cipatiu11. Even the most minor pri\ ilegc and tlw nwagerc::.L freedom may 
have to be boutdit al the 1·osl of hea,) !-acrifiC'e: and Lo discard sucl1 
lreasun• ,, ithout a fight mean!' pla} ing into thr hand~ of reaction aud 
pcrhap, gi, ing .a frlilll lease of life to the harl>arbrn of timt'l> long past. 

E, rn in dl'nw<-rali<' 1·01111lriC'~ fe,1 incli \idua I::. remetul 11::r \\ lrnt :,uch 
men a ... Cbaptal, Toequr,ille. Gourna), Turgot, Go)ol, Burel. and ~o 
man) others. hm" taugh t tho:e.C' \\ ho "ould n·ml or I i,tt-n about the 
cconomic- and ~orial conditiorn, uf the old al>soluti:,t regime: indeed, 
these arr thing!' of \\hich the predominant 111ajoril) o{ our contemporaries 
ham but the faintest idea. Thi::. ig110ram·1· u{ the era ,,hich preceded the 
French Ile, olutio11 is lar~el) rc,,po11siblc for the rdativc unconcern with 
"hich ,o man) JH'r on;, to<l,t) , ic•,1 the o, erhanging men arr of the totali­
taria11 ::.talc· a111l for the ea,e "ith "hich other,, 11<'tcpt the tenet,- o[ the 
new ah8olutis111 a:,. the only altcnrnti,e to the prcvuiling sot•ial chaos. 

Tlw ,, ;,Lem of ro) al absoluti,111 con,-tiluted an ruera,!'11) organized 
unto tlw mimrlt·.,l detail, and 0111' lo "hich e,cn conerpt oI pcr,onal 
freedom and rqual right!' \Ht::, crnnpletcl) alien. E, cry indhidunl wa3 
ru:-:,.ignrd hi:-... 11i1·hc in sodN~, a <l1•ei-.ion in ,1 hich he had no , oice at all. 
Onl) the thin ,tratum of the ruling cla<-•t•., cnjo)cd e~trnc.hc pri\ ilrges, 
\\hile the broud mai,,<t'!-< of people had no I ights ,,hatever. The 
o,cndiclming nrnjorit) u[ the rural population "ns bound to the soil 
"hich, a>- ~erf,,. the fo ing properl \ of the feudal barons. the} were never 
permitted to leme. An) ullempl to escape from that sen itude through 
fligh t ,, at< puni-.hcd by !'(l\ age corporal punishment or death. 

Thi-, ')"'lem. ,1hich held mo,t of EurupP in its grip until the outbreak 
of the French R1•,olution, not 0111> depri,cd lhe mus;; of suhjects of e,ery 
form of human right, liul through un endless and <•xacting :,upcn ision of 
!:'\err phru-e of human ani,iL)'. it :,.tiOed all economic and social progress, 
A verituhle mountain of royal dcc-rces, ordinance::-, and regulations, pre­
duded c>very possibilit) oI improving or accelerating the process of 
production through ne11 im ention:, or 0Llw1 inno, a lions. 

Rigid working metl1od-. "ere prescribed for c,er) nrlii;an, and no 
deviation [rorn ll1l·~e ,u1& tolerated. Slate ro,nrnissions .fixed not only the 
l<•ngth and \\idtJ1 of Ute doth, but also Lhe number of thrcud,- which had 
tu be ,1m en into lhe fahrit. The tailo1 ,Hts Loltl exact I} ho" many 
::, t ikhe::. he could make in l'C11 ing a :;leevc into a coal; the i;hoemakcr how 
man) stitd1es \\ere rcquirt·d Lo ,;c-1, a sole on a boot. Hatmukcrs in France 
"ere oblii;cd to c·ompl) \I ith more than :-i,t) di.licrC'nt regulution~ in the 
111unufadu1c of u !'inglc hat.. D)t'rs \\('l'c permittc•d Lo 1•111plo) only 
oliicia ll~ i-pccifircl 11ood!' in d)eing fabrics. Ever> rnanufaeturer had lo 
ahide ln regulation,- of thii,. ~ort, ,.ith the n",ul t that in France, a» "l'll 
,1, in 1110~1 olhcr brropeun i·ountric"', prodtrC'lion nwthods at the outbrc:ik 
nf the Ht•1olutio11 differed lillle from thoc.e in effect a century before. 

Spie~ 11ne planted in t•,cry wmbhop. \11 amt) of official:, maintained 
,1 c·lm;e »11nrillar1n• O\Cr f:wlorie .... looking "itb eagle C}CS for the .,lightest 
hreac-h of the rule~. All produl'ls "hich de,iatrd in the slighwst 
clPgree from the prc:,eribl'd norm \\ere confiscated or deslrO}l'<i and :.tifi 
penal tie;., \\ere i nrpoi,ed on the 01Tc11der:-. In man) instam·es the ,, urker 
tlnrs found ··guilt) ·· sufTt'red the tnutilatio11 o{ hit- hands, und in others 
a brand IHt.c: burnt into hi~ face with an iron. In ca,t•,,; o{ seH•tc infractions 
a culprit might ht> deli,PH•cl O\CT to the lr.an~man and hi!, \\orkshop and 
e(1uipnw11t deslrn}cd. 

\ er) ~•ften additional m dinanccs were enacted merely for the purpose 
of exto1t111g mone) from Lhe guild ma.~ter. The regulations ,,ere 50 

b\\ccpi_ng und so. prcpo~Lernus that, C\cn \\ith the be!:<l of wrn, complete 
c-ompha,wc. was 1mposs1blr. In surh contingencies there ,10$ no ret•our~e 
for ~1e gurld ma~lers h~t to pa) hem) brihcs for the rc,:cinding of 
ci:-peciall) op~re,-!:'ne ordrnance;;. E:-..torlioni; of thi" naturl' were by no 
nwans P"1.C·ep l1ona l; on the eonlrar). they hecame inerea!lingly common 
a, the rule1-, a,idh i,.eizecl upon e,cq coun•i,able de,ice Lo fill the coff!rs 
of their tn•asurie-., drained h} )Car., of profligate ;,pending b> the royal 
courts. 

\\hen Louie: Blanc and , ariou-. other hic.torians of lhe Great Re\'Olu­
tion rel1111> that. after thf' abolition of thi" colo!-~at burden of idiotic 
rlrcrees, ordinance,, iUld rcgulalioM, men fc•lt as if they had been }jbernted 
from some mammoth prison. the} simply arc slatina a fact. Onlv through 
eom~letc eliminatio1~ of lho:,e end le,,.:, obstructions° \las it mad~ possible 
to lmng ahout a radical lransformaLion of economic and social conditions. 
This transformation ha, ing come, a fertile ::.oil was created for hundreds 
of useful imentions ,,hich former!) ne,er \\ould ha,e seen the Jiaht of 
du). And in_cide11tal ly, that fo<:L pr°' ides it rdutable proof of the f~llacy 
of the Mar:uan ~•ec~pl tl~al the form oI the talc is determined h) t11e 
mode of produruo11 m ex,~1c11ce al a ghen time. Acluall} it \\ as not the 
rondi tions of production "hich ga, e rise to royal absolutism; rather, it 
'll'as the sy:<lem of absolutim1 which for more than two centuries forcibly 

- 13 -



preYentcd any impr0\eme11t in the methods of production and thus para­
lyzed any tendency toward their modernization. 

With the disappearanee or Lhc feudal order, however, nol only were 
the po::sibili ties of improvement in social production alLered and enhanced, 
hul the political and social institutions of variom~ nations changed lo ~n 
ex:Lent that one scarcely could have imagined prior lo Lhal lnrning poinl. 
Feudal bondage, which hitherto had shackled men with iron fellers lo the 
soil. and had imposed ou each a mandatory occupation. was replaced by 
the right of freedom of movemenl, choice of domicile ,and the prhileg~ 
of rhoos.ing lhe occupation for whit"h one thought himseH best fitlecl. 

The draconic punii;hments metrd out .for even slight disregard for 
regulations, frequent!) after con(essior1s forced from the victims through 
torture, were supplanted h) 11ew concepts of justice which slemmed from 
the Re, olution and which were more in accord witl1 the didates of 
humanity. Once it had been possible fur members oI lhe privileged 
classes to have their enemies buried alive in une of Europe·~ countless 
bastilles by Llie simple device oI preparing a Lellre de Cachet. But now 
the lalcl) won civil rights guaranteed 1haL every accused person be 
arraigned before a judge within a specified period of time. He hacl Lo be 
jnlormed of the charge against him, and he hacl Lo be given the right of 
COllllSCf. 

To us, who perhaps ha,,e never met with an) different type of ad­
ministration of juslic:c. these safeguards may appear commonplace; yet 
there was a time when they did not exisl, aud it was onl) through pro­
digious sacrifices that the) came into being. 

Along with these human rights there evolved, gradually and by virtue 
of incessant struggle, the right to freedom of expression in spee<·h and 
writing, freedom of a'-semhlage, ancl the right to organize, as well as 
other gains. One need but recall in tJ1is connection the severe sacrifices 
thnl were necessary to bring about aholition of the hated institution of 
censorship, or the bitter confiicL that the workeTs in England and France 
had to wage for the right to organize, Lo appreciate properly these rights. 
I t is true lhal all such rights a11d fr.eedoms have meaning onl) &o long m, 
they remain alh-e in the consciousness o:f the people, and so long as 
people are reacl) to defend them agaiu!:'L .u1y reactiou. But this "cry fact 
should impel us all tJ1e mote to UJJholcl them and lo keep a sense of their 
vital in1porlance fresh in the public mind. 

There ru·e individuals who consider themselves extremely radical when 
they assert that such rights already hav~ lost their :;ignificance, if for no 
other reason than that they have been embodied in I.he constitutions of 
various nations; that, at the most, they arc tri, ial accomplishmenl:s which 
have not brought us a single step nearer Lo social emancipation. Whoever 
holds that opinion is rather hopeless; for thus he demonstrates that he 
has learned nothing from the devastating experiences of the recent past. 
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Tl1e point to be stressed here is not just that these rights arc incorporated 
in conslitutioi1s. but rather that governments were con1pelled to guarantee 
them as a result o{ pressure from the mao1ses. H such forms 0£ freedom 
,vere in reality so meaningless, reactionaries all ove1· the world hardly 
"ould have u-oue Lo the trouble Lo abolish or curtail them whenever lhey 

e, E . 
had opportunity, as we have seen them do iu so mauy uropean countries 
i II the I asl deca'de. 

But to dismiss all political and social bettermenl as insignificant is 
absurd, jJ ror no other reason than because we would then have to braud 
as ,, orthless all auempts on the part of the laboring masses to improve 
their conditions within the existing social order. All intelligent individuals 
realize that the basic social problem cannot be sohed solely with lhe usual 
battles for higher wages, important though these battles may be as a 
means toward an immediate essential economic end. lf Lhe above 
mentioned argument were true, there would be lillle point in combating 
the new reudalism of totalitarian states, since a few rights more or less 
would not reaJly maller. 

fa erylhing that Socialists of various orientations have affirmed in the 
past about the shortcomings of the capilalistic economic order is still 
true today. and will remain true so long as it operates to the benefit of 
small minorities instead of furthering Lhc \\elfare of all members of 
sociely. BuL Lhi:; ~loe::. 11ot allcr Lhe Ca,·t I.hat llOcial movements whkh aim 
Lo do away with preYailing social and economic evils, can flourish ouly 
in a climate of intellectual freedom. They musl be able Lo propagate 
I.heir icleas a11d Lo create organizalions or institutions which help to 
vromole Lhe liberation of humanity. Hence ·what is needed are more 
rights, 1101 fewer; not lesser but grealcr freedoms, if we want lo get 
closer to lhe goal of social emancipation. 

E"en Lhe least of the freedoms won as a result of constant striving, 
sets up a milestone on Lhe road lo liberation or mankind, and by the 
same token the loss oI the slightest social gain represents a setback for 
our cause. Certainly one will not achieve liberty for all b) forfeiting 
·without a struggle eve11' personal freedom. Rights and liberties can be 
lost on a small scale j usl as they are of Len won jn limited measure. For 
once the first step on this ominous path has been taken, all other rights 
and frel'doms are exposed to tJ1e same clanger. If we make the smallest 
c-onression to reaction. WI' need not be surprised if in time we lose the 
priceless hrrilage which others, through suffering and sacrifice, have won 
for us. 

Ir any further proof be needed to corroLoratc lhis contcnliou, it 1~ 

amply provided by the history of the last decade. That should suffice 
to open the eyes of anyone not afilicted with incurable intellectual 
blindness. The new absolutism is casting its menacing shadow today over 
all cultural and social gains achieved by mankind after centuries of 
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tram ii. 111 S01 iet Russia and in 111osl Eastern countries dominated by it;; 
military might, the right of a man to live in a locality of his own 
choosing. or lo enter the o<·cupalion "hic·h seems most promising to him. 
lrns been casl upon the ~crapheap of passing Lime. The governme11tal 
J>Ureaucrac) allots lo each indhidual an ai-bitrary place for his producti1e 
acbvity. and this he may abandon only upon express permission or com• 
mand of the authorities. A privilege granted to the lowliest peasant afler 
the abolition of serfdom under the Tsars. is no longPr extended to anv 
worker in the vaunted Red Fatherland of the Proletariat. 

Prior to the Laliuisl regime, not a single capitalist state had dared 
to set up concentration camps, ,1 here uuder the most rigorous conditions 
eYery worker is assigned his dail) produrliura quota. "hich he must 
fulfill under pain of brutal penalties aki11 to those inflicted upon the 
galley slaves of Lhe Caesarian era. Bul in the Russia of Stalin and in the 
lauds enchained h) his L) ranny the estahlishmcnl of such slave lal,or 
camps has become a cormnonplace en:nt, a11d millions of helpless human 
beings arc its vidirns. 

Simultaneou!;l} "itli this relapse into the darkest ages of feudalism 
came the suppres .. ion of all social and political righLs. All organs for 
the communiration of ideas. the press. the radio, the theatre, motion 
pictures, and public gatherings generallr, fell 11nder the control of an 
iron censorship, and a ruthless police syslem impei·\ ious 10 even the 
slightest appeal of humanil) look commaud. The trade unions. shorn of 
the right to strike and of all olhrr c1Tective rights, were ronvertrd into 
tools of the all-powerful Stale and now merely serve the purpose of 
giving moral sanction Lo 1he Pnormities of 1111 11nb01mcled economic and 
political ensla\ ement. 

The brutal suppression of all soda] movements. from the Mrnsheviks 
and Auarchists to the so-called Trotskyists, \1,ithin the So,iet confines; the 
emplo)1nenL of torture 10 extort confession~ from persons: guHt) or inno• 
cent of ,uong-doiJJg, and the q 11ical mocker) of all !'oncepts of justicP. 
.so glaringly e, idenl in the notorious :.'lfo!<cow "purgP ., trials. the like of 
'"hich T::,arist Ru::,~ia could nol duplicate: Lhc re-introduction of the 
infamous practice of taking hostages. which makes even the families aud 
friends of in,faiduals allegedly imperiling tlrn l'afely of the Stale liable 
to arrest and punishment: the deportation of the popu1ation of wl1ole 
villages lo remote areas in Siberia-these, plus a conspicuous array of 
other punitive measures borrowed Irom the barbarism of long vanished 
epochs, characterize a system \~hich, according to its own figure!:', possesses 
barely 8,000,000 organized adherents in Russia, and yet undertakes to 
reduce more than 200,000,000 peop1e to servitude under its inhuman 
regime of violence. 

And that is not all! Under this new absolutism there exists neither 
fre<'dom of thought in science nor any creatfre antonom) in art, the rep• 
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rcsentativps of which arc likewise al Llie mere) of the relentless dictator• 
ship of the Communist Party machine. l\ot a month pMses but that 
prartitioncn• of the arts and sciences are arraigned before the bar of this 
uew State Church for deviation from the prescribed line and denounced 
_publicly as heretics. The Yery fact that virtually all such accused persons 
- including composers. painters. arehiLecls, ecouornists, historians, anthro· 
pologisl!', t·o11struction engineers, and chemists-l1ave bent the knee before 
the ne11 powcrs-LhaL-Le. puLlicly confessed Lheir "aherraliun:,.," ann 
promised Lo menu tbeir ways. is further e, idence of the genernl degra• 
dal iou of character "luch becomes inevitable under a totalitarian regime. 

While monarchical absolutism prevailed, it was stiJI possible for indi• 
viduals like Cen antes, Go) a, Rabelais, Diderot, Voltaire, Millon. Lessing, 
and hundreds of other men of genius to exprPss themselves. In S1alin's 
Rus;::ia such lalitudP is unthiukahle. During the reign of Tsar ~ikolai IT. 
Tol;,toi could still \"Cnture lo publish his famous declaration agaimt the 
"ar 11ilh Japan in the London Times. ctnd thus ha\'e the 11hole ciYilized 
world as a soundi11g board. The Russian Government dared 11ot touch a 
hair of bis bead. One mi!?;hl \1cll ask 11hat would have happened Lo 
Tolstoi if he had lived under the reign oI StaliJ1. To ask this queslion is 
Lo answer it; ru1d the onl~ po:.sihle answer tu this hypothetical query "ill 
sho1\ dearly lo ,drnt exleut millions oI people have lost their basic hwnan 
1·ights. Yiilliom; of others "ill inexorabl) suffer the same fate unless tl1ey 
la.kt· an indomita1lc ;,land in all countries for the defeuse o{ rights and 
freedom;, won al so hiller a cost! 

U>L us not decei\e ou!'sehes. This is Lhe true uature of the new abso• 
lutism whi<·h , under lhe prelcxt of sot:ial emancipation, is today threat• 
ening lo ,mother all frredom, all human dignity a11d hope for a brighter 
future. in order lo plunge the world into a modern Dark Age the duralion 
of whieh no one can predict. The peril is all the greater because in every 
counlry a fanatical and unprincipled group of disciples is at the disposal 
of these latter-day tyrants. unconditional!} obedient to their everr com• 
mancl. Consciouslr so far as the leaders are concerned. and unconsciously 
in the c-n~e oJ the intellec'Lually backward masses whom they exploit for 
edl purposes, these disciple~ serve the interests of the Red Imperialism 
wlule pa\ing the way for dictatorship in their own cou11lries. 

Al the same time this new despotism tends lo strengthen reaction in 
r,ery c-ountry, with the result that Lhe imperiled nations proceed to do 
away wi th long-establishecl rights and freedoms with the ready excuse 
that such action is the 011 1) efficacious mean,., of cutting the ground from 
under Ru;;:sian espionage within their borders. The steady deterioration 
of ci1 ii liberti~ i n the ''democratic" countries is a clear indication of the 
danger we face of being contaminated by totalitarian reaction on our 
011 n soil. 
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The urgenl call of the hour is for a decisive collaboration among 
persons oI good will in all strata o[ the population. who rejecl dictator­
ship in e,cr) form and guise. and who are prepared to defend their rights 
and freedoms Lo the last ditch. T his is the only way to re-direct social 
e\Olution inlo new paths and lo build a solid and slraight road lo uni­
versal emancipation. Above all, however, we must stri,e to re-awakrn 
among the masses a strong desire [or liberty and a sense of hurnan dignily, 
and lo spur them in their resistanc·c against rverr threat lo their i11herP11t 
rights. Sm·h an emphatic repudialitrn of reaction in all forms and phaH'S 
is al the same time the on ly menns of a,·erting a new World War and of 
(:realing an understanding amoug peoples everywhere on earth on the 
basis of mutual aid and fpderalist principles. ln a word. the power 
politics of go, crnments can be frustrated onl) th rough resistance by the 
masses themseh-es. 

Unfortunate)) there are still a great man) comp lacent spirils whu 
ostensibl) helie\'c that the sacrifice of social rights and liberties is essential 
Lo the at:hieYemenl of economic securit) for everyone. Such a point o{ 
\ iew is the most objectionable of all since it implies abrogation of all 
human dignity. l\ot only is this assumption th_oroughly fallacious, as 
ornpl) demonstrated by the wretched economic conditions of the Russian 
peasants and industrial workers; ,drnl is worse. it leads toward utter 
disintegration of c-haracter. 

Let those who are of tbat mind reflect upon Benjamin Franklin's 
maxim: " He \\'ho is prepared lo sacrifice his freedom for securit) deserves 
neither freedom nor security.'' 

F'or us. however. the old saying still holds good : Soci'alis111 will be 
/ ree or it u,i/l TIO/ be at all! 

WE MUST HOLD ON 

BY FERNAND PLANCHE 

beg the forgiveness o[ those who mar read this brief essay. if I do 
aol manifest excessive optimism or if l shock somewhat the sanguine 
spirits and immediate hopes of certain rebels- of sincere friends whose 
faith I share in a doctrine of reason and love, namel) AnarC'hisrn. This 
doctrine, the most recent one to emerge among all the socia l-humanitari an 
philosophies, is in all probability also tht' fina l one; [or, yielding n 
complete answer, going as far as the range o[ human reason can extend. 
ii made it possible for us elders or pre-l 914 days to helif'VP lhat thio.; 
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philosophy was going to spread with lightning speed. This we believed 
because it embraced all the reason. all the lo\ie, the entire synthesis of 
philosophies and sciences placed at the service of afflicted humanity since 
the dawn of history. 

Thal was not a mad dream. The Christian doctrine, nearly two 
thousand years ago, spread over the face o[ the earth despite the fact 
that its adepts were ostracized from society, in spite of innumerable 
persecutions, and even though it~ martyrs were thrown lo the lions in 
circus spectacles staged by cruel Roman emperors. It cannol be denied 
that this faith fulfilled a vast need for hope on the part of all Lhe disin­
herited throughout the world, and that it bore a uni\·ersal character- two 
primordial factors ,,hich we rectisco,er in this dream of }esterday whid1 
some day we mm,L recapture: the lnlemalional. 

However, when Christianity became a might) and unconquerable force 
by virtue o[ its greal numbers, the Roman emperors made of it a State 
religion, by recognizing it as having official status. Thus the Church 
which professed lo he the heir of a doctrine of love, in time perpetrated 
the Inquisition against heretics- that is to say lrue Christians-and a 
long night of fifteen centuries reigned upon a world brutalized by super­
stition, intolerance, ignorance, and torture. Whal have these fifteen centu­
ries produced? Almost nothing. or at least ,err lillle save for the 
cathedra ls. F'or men of reason thnt ern retnains an execrab le memol'y in 
whic-h horror vies wilh hate for supremacy. 

Obviously, with the knowledge now m mankind"s possession. so pro­
longed n period of darkness would not be possible. However. it is indis­
putable that our pre.~enl era presents a certain analogy with those distant 
days whf'n the emperors ronverted Christianity into a Slate religion. In 
diametric opposition to Anarrhism we have wilnessl:'d the development. 
in the past three quarters of a <'entury or so, of the authoritarian Marxist 
doctrinet which claims to arrive at the same goal through other means. 
This doctrine, or its counterfeit, has allained tremendous momentum and 
in certain countries has become a State religion, with all the exactions 
which the Lenn implies. operating Lhrnugh an inquisition which tolerates 
no power or principle outside of itseU. The same drive for power is being 
enacted before oar very eyes as that \,hich Look place in the period whPn 
Christianity triumphed, and when it believed it wa:, b·iumphing for all 
times to come. 

The Socialist doctrine is so influential among the masses thal even a 
Hitler deemed it expedient to attach the word ·'Socialism'· lo the word 
"National", and all capitalist countries claim to be working toward some 
sort of socialistic goal ! The need for hope among the disinherited people 
of the earth. the universal nature of the doctrine, brings it about that 
mmions of such "outcasts"' fall into the trap, as in former eras: they do 
not realize that in every country their rulers. their masters, array 
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them~r.hi•;, in onr diciur again:,L another, ,,hcnc,er the dinicullies lwt11c~n 
one eounln and onolhrr reach o t·ri,-is. until the ultimate 1·alaslrophc 111 

,, hich mutual e,Lcrmination tal,.l-,; place: ju,-.l a;, n1111pclition among 
nation ... c·amed them lo exploit tlwir people-, in peace Limr.; on the et·o­
nomit plnnc, when ... ome nation;, enjo)ecl n -,Lanclard of living lwt•nly 
time::. higlwr than that o[ other nations. 

\nd that !,.incl of ,.itualion hu,-. cxi,,ted ,-.ince time immemorial. For 
e, er ~inu· the da),. ,~ hen all Eu rol'ean c·ouritties IH'I e C,tholi(\ -.Lal<.', 
htnc II ug(•<l II ar uguinsl eaC'h other, and c1·un1.rn1ic co111prtilion in those 
,·enlurie::. 1H1~ a::. ruthlt•:es as in our cla)- The) £ought U'- ;,a1agell for 
J>epper. t·lt11e,, gingrr in i,hnrl. for --pit'l, and fo~ gold a:, ~lC) 111~ 
hattlin" tocltl) for oil. mineral... underground depo:,,11:, of all L.iud,, as 

'" • I well 8 -. for more or les:,- rare and preciou, r:11, matena "· 

Whr,c then do 1\e ,tand in the face of the shru11hh·s lo which our 
noble drl'nm of cqualil). libcll). and rea,-cm ha,- been rcdu('ed? Perforce 
wc mu,t acknm, ledg1· t·andidh th,1L in thi,. 11orld of our,- 11 e arc hut ~n 
infinitt',-imnl min(11i1,: that tlw hope of seeiug our do(·trinc sprt'ad 111th 
lightning , clocit) u11~011g the mn!-;,c,; has bct•n large!) fnt~lrated, a11d that 
the ma .. ,.e ... in que,tion ha, e uol ) t'l l'0me of a~r. 

To hl• ,-urc. lht'H' are sign'- and phcnu111r11<1 ,, hich prom pl u,- not to 
dcpai1, but there ,,ill he a lont1 and arduous road lo tn11crse, and the 
truh lltru11" man i;; he who lookia realil) in the fact', and not he 11 ho 
confound,-. his ,1i,-he, 11ith r<>a l ili<",: for the latter, 11lwn di!-illusionment 
come,-. i,-. a man al !-<'!l. a lo!:-1 mun. Our pn•-ent role. tlwr<'fore. is to hold 
aloft tlw torch of c11lighten111e11l and of rea,-.on amid the t·onfu~ions •~ml 
amhil ulc1we of 0111 epoch. Tlw,r is no e,ample on r<•c·ord m '' h1ch 
rea!,011 doe,- 11ol final!) triumph: and if thi;i final 1irtor) docs not !'l'OWll 

our 01111 1•ndfa1or,_ it ,,ill re11.1rd th<' effort-. of our 1ou11~ people. thanks 
to ou1 prr--ent faith in the futun•. 

) lorPO\ er, the <·ontribulion made h) thr -.cicnce,. nnd b) prugre:;~. 
ach arn·i11g ,, ilh ~1101, hr.II mo11w11 t11111. i!> ,-o ~re-at that the future i1-o ar­
ri, i11g al n WZI) l'an·. and fnlladou,- Jcwl rinr,- ,, ill hc,·ome complctrl•• 
disl·teditl•d in a n·latiH·h ,.ho rt time. L ndcr the thru,-t and pre!-,-ure of 
the ::-cit•m r". of ma1, 1•lu~;, inH•ntion~. of ;.I upcndou~ c-nlll•di, e organiza 
Lions, tlw 11orld luu, prngres,ed more during the lasl ,·enll,r) than in the 
preliuu, ~c,eral 111illl•11ia 1,hic·h had elapt-ctl ,.i_nce man di,-c-o\en•d fire. 
_\n im 1•11tion of thi, magnitude. ,d1iC'h appc•.m, unprobable to the human 
brain. i, promplh perfected. pol'ularited. and uni\('r,all~ put lo ~--e 
11011adu,,. 11herea" in former time~ in,enlion,-. incon1pnrahly It•,<; 1m­
po1 tm1l • n''Juired 1•t•111 uries beforr the) 11 en• pericdcd ur brought iii thin 
the reac-11 of mo,t (Jl'r"'Un.;:. 

Our generation i,.. not fo1l11nale in onP respect: it does not ha,e faith 
in th<• imnwdialt• 1rulizalim1 of the ideal foith ,mcb as prompted men 
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like Emil<' 11,•nr). Vaillanl. the garroted ,ictims of Spain. the martyrs 0£ 

thr gallo11, 111 Cliicago, the , ictim... of firing .. quads e, cr}'dtere. The 
fulfillment of thi-. dream i, r<'sened for our <'omrodes of the future. \!.' 
for us, ,,ho on the co11tinrnt of Europe lived through a hr"\l World \Vt'r 
,,ltich shattered our .. piril; a scrnncl World War 1\hich uggrarnted thr 
situation aud dealt cruel hlo11~ lo our rank<-: 11r 1d10 alrcad) con di~ern 
the outline-. of a third \\ orld \'\·ar tal,.ing :-hape; we who ha,e witnes,ed 
the degradntion of the c-ritical spirit. of fret' jndgemrnl, and of the 
J c:a;.onfog po11 er of 1hr ach•ancc guard oI Llw prnletarint- we can but 
hold 011. For lo hold 011, to pen-isl in our faith. i~ the justifin1lion of our 
t·:1.i,-tcncc. our raison d'etre, and that is ,,h) 11c musl fulfill our role, 
,d1ic·h i!'> tu hold on-lo kt'rp going in spite of c, rrything ! 

CAN WE AFFORD TO BE 
ANTI-1\ULITARJSTS IN OUR DAY? 

BY DR. H. KOECHLIN 

lpon "IIJWrficial a1111l)._j, it nHl) appear 11nnece~$ar~ to examine the 
queslion of our position "ilh rei..pN·l lo anli-militnrism. ·urel} an Anar­
rhi-,t can ne,cr be a militari!-l. \\f' 11mdd be inc-li1wd lo affirm. Ilis den>• 
tion to tlw eau;,,e of f1crdom makt•,.. it impo,-,ihlf' for him to '-uhj1•cL 
him:,-elf lo mililar) di,tipline. Hi,- ,ense of ... rn·ial ju,-Li,·e inhibit;, him 
!10111 suppolliug an) in,-titution II hi(·h ha!- a~ it, constant goal lhP Pn• 

lrc11chmc11l of dass ruh-. 11 is huma11i1arianis111 ran ne, er rrr·oneile iliwH 
to the 01ga11i✓t•d I iulelll'l' of militari~m. 

till lh!.' que,-lion i._ nut quilt.' ,o ,-imple 1dwn \\e tran,-frr it from th" 
rarefied au of lheor) to the ::-oil nf trnla) ·,.. u·nlit). ituations arise 111 

whil'h all fr(•1•dom-111r11,11"i11g Corn•,- ~1•t·111 lo liuH· t·oncentralt'CI themselves 
nt one point on I he e111 tl1 ·, :-urfan·. f, um \1 hirh lhl') threaten to annihilate 
th!' l'athelic rl·nmanl of freedom :,-Lill ldt lo mankind. In ::-ud1 «ituationc; 
tlw lemplalio11 j,.. prc;.rnl lo bid 11:- ,uTcpt Cll'I) thin~ and lo l<'nd support 
lo an) 1110\ ement or agt'nc~ \\ hi<·h i:-1 i 11 an) IHI> filled tu 1111 C;,I, for the 
lime being at least, the lihcrty•dl':-1lro\ ing jugp;t'rnuul. E1er i-.ince Hitler·,, 
a,.,-endanc·} to power \\C hm e been Ii, ing in '-U< h a ,-itualio11. The princi• 
pal foe 11a.., ht'alen in \\ ()rid "ar 11 h) the militarism of the democrm·ic-,. 
Toda) Stalin has taken his plac·r. 

E1e11 though there hu,e 111,•,-er lit•1•11 Anan·hii,,t~ 1drn, in :,ud1 a sit11atio11, 
ac·knowlPdgNI that 11c !>hould stake 1•,er)thi11g on the militarist force,. 
llone the Ir-.._ prominent \narchi-,1, in :rnalogou'- circu111'-lt1ncl's ha,e not 
he,.itated lo array tlw111,eh e,, upo11 the side of the II ar parties: t11is 
.. ignified i11 dTeC'l that the) balanced onr rnililnri~m agni11s1 another and 
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cast their lot with one of them. We are remiuded o{ Peter Kropotkin's 
position in World War I and Lhal of Rudolf Rocker in World War TT. 
This t}pe of what mighl be called "truce Anarchism·' is by no means so 
easy Lo refute as may at first appear. if one wishes to look squarely at 
the facts \1 ilhout preconceived prejudices. 

It will nol suffice lo cite here lhe uudoubtedl) correC'l and oft-repeated 
ar"UllHmt that Lhe source of diC'lalorshjp. terror. and war is to be fotuid 
in t>capitalism and in tJ1e !')stem of !llalc control themselves; or that Lhis 
source is iudigenous to ever) govf'rnment and tJ1erefore can he attacked 
onl) internal !). Thi!' argument does not eliminate the fat'l that there are 
countries whose social and political structure permit Anarchists lo wage 
this struggle. ,,herras in others all liberty-loving forces are syslf'matically 
annihilated. Furthermore, il is inco11lei:.lable Lhal 110 go, ernmenl wages 
a war for freedom, Lul rather e, er) \\ar is l·arried 011 for the aggrandi­
zement of rapitalisti<· and imperialistic· interests. Nevertheless the fac-L 
e"<-ists tJ1at not all imperialisms and not all capitalisms arc idenlic-al. 
There art i11 exil>lence irnpe1 ialbl and capitalist stales which presen e a 
c·erlain liheral Lrad i1io11 ancl which grant to the individual an actual 
minimum of freedom uf movf'menl. however pitiful and meager Ulat may 
be: at the same time. there are other imperialist <'Ountries "hich regiment 
the iodi, iduul into the lightest of organized systems and unto the miuutec;L 
detail, :.o that no freedom of 1110, en1ent is left him al all. 

fn Europe this facl is more per<'<>plihle than in America. Rene,', 
undf'r these cin·umslances is it nol i::heer suicide nol lo grasp :ind mobiliz,. 
e,ery possible recourse which might avail lo stem, in some fashion or 
degree, the furtJ1er onslaughts of Red Fascism? For in orrler lo be ahle 
to reje<'l the militarism of the West a;; an all), one should ha,e lo be 
able lo counl upon other, more a<·C'eptable forres. for exarnple, the revo­
lntion:u) proletariat. But then no re, olutionar) proletariat exii-ts today! 
Let us d1erish no illusions on lhal a(·rounl. The proletarial is politically 
shackled. A ,-uhstanlial portion thereof still clings lo faith in Lhr 
•·workrn,' paJ"adisf'·, of the Soviel L nion. Another part is ready to µlace 
itself at the disposal and in the ::en iee of its fatherland i11 a moment \>f 

cns1 a11d to participate in a war. regardless of the purpose for \vhicl, 
tJiat war is waged. 

As a11 autonomous force tJ1e "orki11g das::. toda) i;, <levuid of sig11ifi­
cance. To be sure. there are found in all µarts of Ulc world certain 
freedom-dedicated persons and a handful of Anarch ists. But even Lhc,-c 
are impote11l and Lhercfore uf au significanc-e and. tJirown upon their 0M1 

rr.ourc·es. never could witJ1sl:111d Lhe test of violent resistance. There 
exi::.ls but one force competent to challenge an assault on the part of Red 
Imperialism against the last surviving freedoms left to us. and that is a 
We,-,tern militarism which is just as well organized and armed lo the 
teeth. 
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It would Sf'f'm that undru- such circumstances we could not remain 
even semi-pacifists. but should become thoroughgoing militarists. For 
having taken the first step, we must also take ilie second. Having said 
'·A," we also should be prepared to say '·B." We must forego everything 
which might impair or hinder poli1ienl and military preparedness. We 
would have to swallow the most crying i11justic1~s \1hich might be com­
millC'd by the democracies in their colonies and witlw1 tJ1eir O\Hl bounda­
ries: we should litn e lo LOil as diligently as the Russian Stakhanuv 
worker:;. An) olher altitude would male us guilty oI being half-hearted 
and i11consistent. 

Fo1· once 1,e have given our approval to a war in defense of our 
liberties, we also must do everytliing in our power so that those who ad­
minister or wage this war may win ii. Under such conditions it would 
be illogical to grasp Lhe l'evolver but leave unused the atomic bomb. lu 
short, in order Lo sa\C our liberties we must betray our own ideal. How 
fa this paradox lo be solved? 

To betra} our cause for the sake of freedom, and lo turn into mili­
tarists, would be senseless. For under such circmmtances freedom would 
lose all rntionaJ meaning for U!'. We know from experience that no war 
is able to soh e an) problem. Thal in the couTse of a war clictators are 
apt to toiler and fall is true; but it also is trne that inevitably a war 
will r<>sult in the emergence of new dictators and dictatorships. since il 
tends to demoralize lo the utmost all human beings who participate in ii, 
active!) or passive!). So what is lo be done? Shall we overlook the 
atomic bomb and. in accord witJi our traclilion, reach for ll1e revolver 
and throw up Larricades. for the destruction of which an atomic bomb 
is not even needed? Thal, loo. would be futile. 

1£, then, we would remain anti-militarists-and this we musl-thcrc 
exists but one course for us; and that course is Lhe only proper one for 
those who share our vic\1S. It behooves us to renounce, as a matter oI 
principle, the recourse lo violence. and oul of tlris renunciation to draw 
all logical consequences. 

Let Stalin come and Le low upon us his "Socialism:· We do not 
bar his enlJ•ancc into our land, becaw,e as Anarchists we cannot proper!) 
do so. Let tJ1c militru·) men contend with hi111 in tlieir own fa:-hion; they 
will nol destroy him with their weapons, even though they may conquer 
him cxlcrnally. We shall conlend with him in our own fashion, through 
our passive resislance-thal resistance ,vhich is in accord with our Ana,. 
chist practice- and thus demonstrate that the 1·ape of mankind bas a 
limit against which every dictator musl ultimately be shattered and fail. 

This course is long and entails Iar more sacrifices than the path of 
, iolence. but it is Ule only 011e possible. The wisdom of Leo Tolstoy i,, 

the ultimate logic of freedom upon which Ana1·chism is tJirnsl again an<l 
again. whether ii wills it or not. 
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MORAL DECAY OF OUR SOCIETY 
BY DR. HERMAN FRANK 

Editor of Freie Arbeiter Stimme 

The \iule11L upsurge of anli-Scmilism in the last fow decades has slim­
ulaLed a uumLer of profound sludics of this mosl abnormal pl1cnome11011 
of mass behavior. Most of the researchers hll\ c established the astonishing 
fact that J ew-bailing has not changed essentially t.hrough the cenluries. 
This ,·er> fa<:L is addilional proof that hatred of the Jew is deeply rooted 
within Lhc obsc:ure crevices and morbid dri\eS of human ps)cholog). 
These psychit· urges and evil prnpensities, as is well !mown, are slow ill 
}ielding to change and are Jillie affected by external controls and by the 
impact of idea& and spiritual influences, such as ed1wation. te<'hnical 
progres~, a11d the refinements of "eivilized·· life in general. 

As an abnormal and crirnina I phenomf'non. anti-Semili!m1 is to he 
c:onsidered a special , ariation of Lhr ps~dtupalholugical urge Lo inflict 
torlu re and disgrac•f' upon more or les,- dcfeuscless fellow human bei11g:;. 
Thus, it is a £urm of sadism. ,, hil·h-in its Lum-is 11ol a new manifesta­
tion of man's mrntal perversion. I II recent decades, however, we hav~ 
witnessed a marked increase in nearly a ll sadistic urges. and especially 
in anti-Semitism. 

~ocial psychologists adrnnce ,a , oriel) of ex µlan ations lo an:ounl for 
this \'isiblc oulcrup of sadistic tendencies in one Corm or another. 011e of 
the mosl plauf.iblc theorie;, runs as follows: The unexpended accumula­
Lion of p;,}tho-physit·td energie,.,, failing as it tloe,i. iu our present authori­
tarian societ} Lo find an oulkt in a constructively sound and creative 
human purpose, j;, bound tu turn i11 a diamelrica ll) oppos-ite direction; 
that is, toward destruction, unbridled brutal it), and aU kinds oI hatred 
in its numberless manifc!llations and dis:zui~es. 

Under our present commercial and industrial c.:i, ilization. near!) all 
occupations arr slanclardized and regimented lo a degree o[ becomi11g 
automatic: und soulless. Atrnrdingly. the normall}' inborn urge to i11d1.­
pe11denl creativeness and lull personal de, elopmcnl frucls e,er {e"er and 
11arrower ine11ue~ uf expression aml free realization. As a result. the i:11 -

expendrd energie~ and the cJriYP for !'elf-expression are diverted, in an evrr 
intreasing measure. into morhid . disastrou~ ('hannels. These outpourings 
o[ aclion assume manifold forms. 1\hi<·h are an outgro,1Lh o f an unre­
stricted plu) of deslruC'lion, rruell). and murder. a l I of lltem rcachil!g 
gigantic proportions in time of war. In the so-called normal times of 
·-peace•·: that is. brirf inten als in the life of our society between t,,,1 
dedared 0 1 undeclared, t'Old or hot wars, the psychopathic urge manifests 
itself in racial hatreds, race riots. lynchiugs, and. particularly. in man} 
fonm, of an1i-Se111itis111. 

- 2..J --

The 11e11l) de,eloped ,;ciem:e of mental hygiene has, with the aid of 
clinical and experimeulal invesligalion, demonstraled one all-important 
~1Jdo-psychological fact. 1L has been shown I.hat the retarded human 
facullies and emotions, clislorted and slunled by social backwardness I Jen, 
standard of lh ing. elcclera) and by the e\ ils of authoritarian and capita 
list oppression, with all their attendant mental frustrations and rese11t­
rnents. arc bound lo evoke Icelings of hatred and malice on cow1tles,; 
human being;,. These frelings, in their drive for outlet,,;. as;;ert Lhemselvrs 
in the Loo well known barbar.it· cruelties of war. both external and civil, 
o f interracial riot,i, and in the most vicious expression of race-hatred­
anti-Semilisn,. 

lL is f',ident. therefore. Lhal exln11al means alone o[ combating anli­
Sernilism, suC"h as measures of educ-at ion. through lectures and literature. 
and formal resolu tions or mild legal regulations, are of little practical 
help ugai11st the m·il of Jew-hailing. Even the much stronger and os­
tensibly morf' f'ffecli 1 e measures, sud1 as the 1,assing of drm:u1Lic laws 
ag.ainst rac·r violem:e and disnimination, are bound Lo be . .in the Jru;L 

analysis, ju,;t as iuefiedual. Laws on the stalule books leave but a pale 
Lrate on the surface of life. 

1n like manner, tolerance and respecl for the alien-born and the 
equality of all citizens in social and political life can scarcely be enforcctl 
irom above-that is. merely by the µower and aulhorily of a dr>•as-dust 
statute written in a hook. AnJ e, en if they could. they would hardly 
inspire an} respect and promvt obsen a:nce. and I.hey would offer , accord­
ingly. liule sccuriL) and no moral salisfacLion al all lo t.he oppressed 
racial or t'lhnic minori l) . This-aside from the practical inefficiency o{ 
la\\ s designed lo replace the diet.ates of social and ethical conscience and 
inner moral imperatives. Of even less value are i11tematioual legal 
safeguards of rights for national minorities. such as those that were intro­
duced and then miserably broke clown in the wake of the unfortunate 
Versailles ·'peace treaty" of 1919. 

Obvious!), I.he eradication oI anti-Semitism and of all other present­
day brutalities is, first, a mailer Lhat requires long and [undamental 
treab11ent. ln the se(·ond place, anti-Semiti!lm, as is apparent [rom the 
main liues of uur approaeh to this subjf'<"t, i'I more a Gentile t.han a Jewish 
problem. True, the Jews are the objects and the targets of this most 
familiar type oI ''non-~aniL} ". yet the key to its rurc or even mitigation 
lies in radical change and humanizati011 of social Life and stn1clure. and 
this task is 1101 one for which the J ews alone are responsible. Besides, 
Lhc curse of anti-Semitism threatens to undermine the foundalions of non• 
Jewish life no less than that of the Jews. B} its ,Tery µsycho-patbological 
nature, anti-Semitism is none other than that form of brutality which is 
a fe:stcru1g sore upon our sick social body, exuding a poisonous toxin 
which corrode::< also the dominaliug nalional group by inurilig it to ar.ls 
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of ,iolence. bruLaliL), and sadism. Lhough it is jul"l in the name of Lhe 
welfare of Lhe majorily group that the most u11scrupulous and demagogic 
Jew-baiters ,·arr) oul lhPir mu rderous altarks on the Jews. Anti-Semitism, 
like a spiritual plague. undermines man ·s moral inLegrity, and his i11-
tellcrtual stability and resistance power to withstand the onslaught oI the 
rabblc-rousers. impostors, and " le.aders", who feed upon the immatwity 
and credulity of tl1e masses. 

Fortunate!), wr witness now an ever-widening circle of no11-Jews who 
are beginning to realize thal a11Li-Se111ilism is, al bottom, not a Jewish but 
a non-Jewish or even uni,ersal problem. 1n any case, it is a far broader 
and deeper phenomenon. and a much less innocuous aud simple one than 
the "dislike o( the unlike'', m, was so witLily hut quite superficially, put 
hy that brilliant man oI letters in England, Lhe late Israel Zang,\ ill. 

Anti-Semitism. wilh all the other manifostalions of an ever-growing 
brutalization of society, is a danger signal of a deeply unhealthy slate of 
human affairs in a socio-psychological sense. The aculc i.ulensilication of 
anti- emitism in the second half of Lhe much-vaw,ted Lwenlieth century 
appears precisely. and for reasons cited abo"e. at a Lime when social in­
stability, insecurity. degradation. and decay, on the one hand, and the 
growing discontent and self-awakening of the masses, on the olhe1-, ha,e 
reached rlimaC"tic points. And suC"h, as nearly everyone understands, is 
Lhe stale of aflairs, Lhe C'Ondition of l1uman sorict,. at the present time. 

DARK ROAD AHEAD OF LABOR 

BY MANUEL BUENACASA 

ln order Lo scl forth fully and properly what the present-day Labor 
Movement is and what significance it has. it would be necessary to writ~ 
a thick volume. And to state-not what this movement will be, since we 
are not prophels- but what iL ought lo be. would likewise call for an 
amount o{ ,;pace far beyond the capacity of our organs of enlightenment. 
We must, therefore, be pithy and concise. 

Our romrades are wont lo speak of problems whirb eo11cen1 us, 
generalJy under the innuence wielded upon those problems and upon 
our minds b) the environmenl or Lhe country in ,1bith they happen to 
reside. Thus, for instance, a Spanish Anarchisl will uller more oplimistic 
judgements and hopes wiLh respect to the labor movement than will his 
opposite number in England, Germany, or the Uniled States. 

I-we-bereft of aU raciaL environmental. or temperamental influ­
ence, shall assert without any Puphemisms that the present status of world 
labor organization is nolhing less Lhan disastrous, a11d thal its immediate 

-26-

future offers vc-ry sli trht prospects for improvement or relief of the situa­
tion. Without f~arin~ to sin on the side of pessimism- because we arc 
nol pessimists we shal I affirm, basing ourselves on statistics, ~at at least 
ci«hly-fivc pcJ"cent of the e>rganized workers of the world constitute a mass 
which is not on ly amorphous, lethargic, dot.:ile, materialistic, and meek_!) 
obedie11L, buL Lhat, in addition, it finds itself linked by ils own free w,11 
Lo Lhe purposes of Lht> labor leaders, and hitched Lo Lhe cart o( the Slate 
and lo authoritarianism. 

Perhaps a greal part of the responsibilit) for this precarious stale in 
labor circles falls upon the shoulders or Lhe Anarchist~, through our 
iuhibilions or through our lack o( intelligence. tact, or boldness lo con­
front the politicians and the reformers found in the labor movement. 

The lnternnlional AssociaLion of Workers (our o"n A. I.T.) is scarcely 
playing a dominant role or figuring as au organ of real influ~nce in the 
labor world. as compared with Lhe 70.000,000 workers makmg up the 
colossal World Federation o( Trade Linions. To be sure I.he latter has 
suffered a schism, but Lhal Iacl does not give us cause to congratulate 
oursehes, nor doe!> it rnodif) our opinious or make them more fiallering 
lo us as realists. 

Thii, splil, Lrought to a head by the antagonislic ideologies which 
dilide t.he Wcslcrn from Lhc Eastern world. has served only to aggravate 
the -disaster suffered b) the workers of the l\'Orld. The two elements en­
gaged in this struggle- both of them more or less Marxist, as evidenced 
hy Lhe heterogeneous leadership of the tnde union mo,ement, have botb 
obeyed the directives of their 1·espective governments. The foar of a fulurr 
world war would be lessened, in our judgemenl, if the WFTU were to 
continue uniled ancl iI it conformed Lo what ought Lo he the principal 
warrant for its existence: opposition lo war! 

As it is, the workers of Lhr "orl<l being split into anlagonislic groups 
and each one participating acti,el) in the go"ernmenls which. for quite 
some time, the) ha\'e heen obeying. it is no exaggeralion to affirm that 
the peril of a world-wide conflagration is grcale1· now than before Lhc 
sc-hism. 

Our i\.I.T. might sound a fraternal clarion call for peace across_ the 
seas and fronliers: bul the rnst masses o[ workcr:s. Lamed and stuhified 
by tlie dismal and deplorable actions of Lhe Lrade union lea~ers, would 
pay no heed to such wise counsel. This is the present reality ~d the 
bleakesl perspec·tive. in our j udgcmenL of the ~a~~r movement m Lhe 
majoriLy of the countries "hich style Lhcmselves c1v1hzed •. 

Oi>timists by nature in spite of tl1e df'nse cloud!:' \\hich obscure the 
horizon of humanity, lcl us do what is necessary so that the labor_ mo~e­
menl may recapture its role as a historic entity. ~~l us implanl mt_o its 
innermosl consciousness haired for war, our hostthly toward obedience 
and authori ty, our antagonism Loward the State. our eagerness to give 
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baule against all special prhileges and the privileged classes; in a word, 
our inunense love, e,er kindled, for unirersal broLherhood and the most 
perfect understanding among men and nations. 

Aud, in addition, let us abide by our resoh e lo ballle openly for the 
attainment of our aims. 

The prese11l, as well as the [ulurc, of the labor mo,emenl, permeated 
with our liberating ideals, can thus rcprescnl the highest hope for human 
ema11cipation, provided that each and cve1·y oue of us has the knowledge 
and !lie desire lo contribute to !liat noble cause !lie clcvolion, tact, and 
understru1dfog II h.ieh Lhe workers of the world deserve. 

SHOULD WE DEFEND DEMOCRATIC RIGHTS? 
BY ALBERT MELTZER 

Should we defend present-day democralic rights'! 

Curiously enough, this question Loda) suggests precisely the opposite 
of what it asks! At one time it would have mea11t exactly what it said. 
Should we fight Lo maintajn those guaranteed if limited liberties fou~ht 
for througl1 many generations by our predecessors, a11d by ~o doing 
e.~Lend 1hem? Thosi; who held a conlnuy point of ,iew were lhose who 
defended militarism, curtailment uI Jiberly for aggrancli.tement of the 
Slate tfor instance, the supporters oi conscript.ion in England, and all 
those on the CoJ1ti_11enL who complained of '"mob rule"' and that '·LlherLy 
means I icense." J 

l n Limes pasl the militarist;; l1ad no compunctions about support~ng 
a ~\ar, and patriots never hesitated lo call a war a war, and not bnng 
.in a completely different argument about upholding democracy. The 
Spanish-American War, the Boer War. !lie Russia11-Japanese War. all 
heralded the twentieth cenluq with the last displays of old-Iashioucd 
uninhibi led ch all\ in ism. but \1 i!li the gro,1 Ll1 of the Socialist movements 
and working-class Ll10ughL lhroughout the world. these conceptions of 
imperia l grandeur were already a bit shoddy at the heginning oI the once­
so-called '·Great" War a11d completely discredited at its finish. 

To a certain extent the English writer IL G. Wells must take a share 
of the blame, having coined Lhe '·war lo end war" phrase that every cynic 
bas sounded with a sneer al some time or other for the last thirty years, 
hut n1ost of all il was the demagogy oi Lloyd George, wl10 seized the 
opportunjty of using the liberal phrase-mongers, whose gHts for slogan­
eering he knew well enough lfor they had broughl him to power) and 
used as propaganda during World War I. 

The French had not yet advanced to that position: they were preaching 
"Union Sacree"-clefense of the motherland and the sinkiug of differences 
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hct\\ee11 ,1orkcr and capitalist in war-lime- but the powers of_ this new 
l}pe o! propaganda were soon evident. At first the}_ we~e d1rec~ed at 
American neulralil), for the Allies feared that many rnmngrants ll1 ~he 
Unitf'd Stales. because of their memories o.f sufferings under Russian 
Imperialism, might well be pro-German. But in the hands o( adept 
propagandists this liberal-demoeralic propaganda became a new and 
potent weapon of war, one designed lo innurnce the enemy_ as '.veil as 
the- peopll' of the Allied nations. and iL was developed lo 1ls pmnacle 
during \Vorld War JI. . . . 

I t is reall) pointless Lo argue \1hether this or that Irnpenahsm 1s 

better !l1an another; !lie arguments are facile enough and can be p~t 
forward convincingly and at great length. What actual!) matters JS 

"hether the case pul forward is fundamentally honest or dishonest. ~t 
tl1e commencement of 1.he First World War the propaganda of lhe Allies 
cerl.ainl) was dishonest enough. It usually loul Lhe form of gross m.i.s­
Lra11sla1ious; !l1us a German general's purported remark aboul Loudon: 
' ·What a city for plunder'·. The words Lrash and frippery were mistrans­
lated as plunder. The allegation Ulal humau corpses \1ere beiJ1g used Lo 
supply animal fat for soap-making was based on a mistranslation oi 
Kaclaver (animal corpse) as human corpse, for which the correct German 
word would ba,e been Leiche. In Lhe Second World War such crude stuff 
was not necessary, for it was ouly too true that coudilions under Hitlor·s 
regime needed no exaggeration. 

But was Britain fighting against Hitlerism? Granted Lhal eveq thing 
said abouL Hitler was true-the fact remains that the Hitler regime was 
only incidental lo the war; !lie British Empire was at war wiili its rival 
and Lhe Hitler regime was merely incidental to that fact. All the propa­
rra11dists knew it· all !lie "allant fire;,ide \\arriors "ho abandoned their ,:,. > 0 

literary Stalinisin to rush Lo the microphone ,1 ith encouragement to 
European workers to throw away their live:, in such mad schemes as that 
which led Lo the de;1tructio11 of Lidice-all of lhem knew that the ruling 
class of !liis country was not interested iu the European revolution about 
which they broadcast daily in the foreign service outpouriug. 

In the cold war now being brewed against the worl<rs peoples, on 
both sides of the lron Curlniu, we see the same process at work again. 
Mr. Bernard Shaw, the garrulous apostle of English Fabianism, who 
reaHzed so clearly that Social-Democracy was but one facet of the State 
religions oI Fascism and Communism that he has managed in his declining 
years to support every imaginable evil in !lie world political arena, 
declared recently that fuLninalions against Commuoism were hypocritical 
si11ce the West also supported the Communist principle in gas, water, etc. 
As if Stali11ism had do11e no more than municipalize the domestic services! 

Y ct it would make no difference if the rival powei-s were "Communist" 
also: after all, we have seen this underlined by even ls in Yugoslavia. 
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The po~!lession or common Clui~tian principJcg, "hirh i,wludl•cl the mosl 
po;.ithc injunction,- again:.-t the $hcdding of hlood. did not disconratP 
Jlw European natiom, from decimating one another throu~h sevPral 
ccnturies, a11cl probably acted nti a strong inrcnti,e lo dn 'lo for the 
greater glur) of the particular brand of di, inc re\ elation that Pach 
huppened lo be dr£cndin~. 

Politil'al idf'ologic:; ha\'C no more in common with \,arfarr than re­
lil,:iou" dot trine-. England and German). the ~tronghold .... of Prott•~tanti-,111. 
lul\C fought each other and so ha\'e nation!\ \,ith l'Ommon dern1>truti1 
principle;., as ,\ell as tho,e like German) and Ru~~ia with c·ommon totali­
tarian principle,-, Toda}, ho,\eH' r. then• i!, \\ indow-dn•,-i,ing \1 hic·b mu::-t 
be maintained in order lo i-ell thP goods, becau1,(• of an c•nlightened publi,· 
opinion that demand,, -.onwtJ1ing more than mere slogarn,-a fc·" rou:-ing 
spt'C('h~. for instarwe. llrnce Russia 1101, must he porlra)t'd m, I ictorwus 
Communist T/7 orld Revolution. Amrrica as De11wcratic Force8. and so un. 
Hut the conflict, "a} bel\\een England and Ru,-.-..ia. is no different from 
\\hUI it 11as 1rhen Russia \HlS T:,arist. 

\rgumrnls beginning with the queq, "Should we defend such rights 
aJ ue hai;e?·• a1c apt to <·onfu:,c the i,:.-ue. whether intcnlionoll) or not. 
Participants in such argument,, f, rqucntl) assume that losi- of nation::il 
:,O\Creignt} 11e1:e~aJil) nwaus lu:,.., of ci,il libcrl1. That is fur from bein~ 
Lr ut'. for lu:.-s of t-O\ ereignt} usu all) hn,1 meant little more than loss of 
tlw right to cri1ici.1e the occupying po\\cr, but \\here political acti, itiPs 
ha, t> become obse,-:.-ed \I ith that one que:-lion. then such loss has Iollow,•d. 
It j ... :,omctimes difficult for people lo ponder the question 1\ithout emotion. 
fo, not many patriots arc willing to admit that in fact the rral betrayal 
<:Ollll.,, from within. The) are as a rulP anxiou ... to shm, the affair as a 
rapr, whc11 it is so often the truth that the lady hersrlf pro, rd willing. 

Examples of thit- arr rradil) found in tJ1e n•c:orcl'- of Brili~h Imper­
ialism. "hich for man~ , t•a,-,- had the:- mollo. Tracie /0/1011 s the flag. hut 
rc:dl) meant b} it that the Ong foll0\1rd trade. It wml in nol a:, the 
, ic toriou'I '-oldier but as llw carpet-hagging ::,a(('sman. un<l utilized e\cry 
opportunil) for commen·,al expan~ion and e,ploilation of the peoplt•'._ 
nec·es«itics lo build up "interests of the British Empire·' until they came 
to need lhP protec·tion of a gw1boat and a troop of marine::,, 1, ho finished 
h} runninµ up thr flag and addin,1;: a bit more red lo thl' "orld map. Then 
whrn the l'Olon> had been established. gratluall) the Empire's rcprn­
:,.enlali\es took their plac:e as pukka sahibs, "ho \\Ould not dream of 
mixrng \I itJ1 the colored man. But their lir::,t foothold \HI;, establi-.hed I,, 
hamhoozling, co-operating 1dth, coaxing, and pla)ing np to the• t·hieftaii;, 
the maharajah, the local plenipotentiar). 

En•n n,nques~ nearer home, such as ·cotlond and Ireland, were made 
JJO~~ible onl~ becau&e a treacherous ruling cla::is sold out to lhP invader. 
JC 11 e arc tu ,-c:an recent European histor} we need mention only a single 
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,, orcl that has passed into ever) language: Quislif!g, It is diffirull for the 
Frl'nch chauvinii,l, speaking emotional!) of what tJ1e nzis did, to admit 
CH'n lo himself that there \\ as 110 lack of Frenc·hmen to help them- that 
j11 fact mo!:>t of the ex<'csses 1d1irh took plar<• did not e\'Cn nred an O"· 

c·upatio11 lo sponsor thrm. Be}tmd an) douht, if the La,als had managed 
tu -.eize JHH\er under tondition-. equall) as ha1ardou!, as tho .... e preH1iling 
in 191(), they would havt' acted in the same wn}, with concenlrulion rnmp!:> 
and "J)N·inl polic·,•, e,en if there had nr,er been an) m·cupatiou. Jn foe!, 
th,, did happen lo some extent in L11occupied France befort> il \\U'- OI".· 

cupied. 
Certain!) in tJ1cse e'\amplc!- tJ1erc was a ~real and pres ... ing need for 

lilt• defen ... e of l'i\ il liberties lo the exdusion of all t>IM·. aiul even neg­
lceLing lo l:-Ome degree the extc11sio11 of ci,il liberties, ,1hich ii:- the onl} 
C'\t·use orw has for a hdief in them. But let u" be quite drar that this 
struggle had lo be, and wliere it exi!:,ted uas, directed againi;l the nation­
::.tate. thut is lo !:>8), agaim,t the actual authoritic;, of \1hatc\'cr nationalitY 
lht•) happened to be, and 11a;. not ,;ent•d h) "upporting the other -..ide. • 

Thi:- dange1ous. faJ;,c, and clcstro) i11g dol'lrine is not a nt',, thing in 
politic!-. but ha,, heen gi1 en a refurbi,.hing sin!'r the intrusion of ideologi­
c·a l excu~~ for war. Both sidci; in thc <·onflil'l::i of c>ur period hO\c en­
l'ouragcd il lo weaken their opponenll> by sabotage and fifth-columnism, 
"hile a_.., in Lhal other parallel acti\it), espionage, ,.iolentl} denounce and 
eondernn ih use b) the enem). lt ha;, long been knoM1 in 81ith.h politics 
I at1 for in!;tancc in Lhe Ca!'emenl djclum, ''England's cnem} is Ireland's 
friend:· 1d1elhe1 it he German) or Frorll'e) : and has bceome incorporated 
al:' o permanent f1•ature in warfare since the '11::vi .. encourage,! the Fa<1rist 
fifth colunm t; pificd b} Quisling. the Stalini"t~ encouraged lhe Marxbt­
Bolshe, ik fifth column led b) "-.uu,inrn in Fi nland. and th1• \llie ... cn­
rnuraged partit-ul!lr group,, in Germany, at l<•ast unofficially, since the 
official line w~" u condrmnation of all Gt•rmans irre..-.prcli\c of ideolog~. 

The prom1:,p.., made 111 thi:a- fm-hion are a direct betra}al h) tho1-e ,d10 

mnke them, be<·ause they have no means \\ l1atever of guaranteeing that 
the) \\;II lw kept. and suC"h pledge!'- arc u~ed purely for expediency. Hence 
the dissatisfaction 11 ith their supposed l'Omradc by many rebi-..tant group,; 
\\ ho swal lowed this lli1e of libcrntion from abroad. This has reached its 
apex ia the ,\rah eountrie::,, where so lllilll) conlradfrtor) promi!ies 11ere 
111ade and 11herr the rr:-i&lant groups. unlike the mi110IiLie,- i11 Europe, 
were in a position Lo , oice Lhei, dissati~faclion. 

To rrl) upon liberation from an oppressiH~ regime by fo1eign inter­
' ention is been Ly historical and modern experience to be a false illusion. 
Tho~e \\ho bejje\ed that the Kai -.c1 would de:-troy Tsarist Russia. or that 
the destruction of Japan meant the end of Asiatic imperialism. are sadly 
dh,illusioned now. 

It is \\di ,,orlh laking one pnrlit·ular illusion. since this hn" been u~ed 
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for propaganda purposes in England and America to such an extent. and 
Lhat i::- the belief sincere)) held by thousands of Jewish people suffering 
from or S)mpathiziui,i; with those under the ~azis. people who looked 
hopefully for Hitler·s defeat, only Lo find that the great sacrifices Utf'y 
had made to"ard that end 11'cJ"C large!)' in vajn. 

One must srmpalhfae will, those ,,ho were biuerly cUsillusioned when 
they lcarn<'d thAt all that the ,·losing of the death camps meanL was the 
oprni11g o[ the D.P. camps lcorrals for displaced persons). but what are 
we Lo ay to Lbf' polilicians who created that false illusion? The "cw 
York chorus. for instance, that sang the prai~es o[ the British Empire 
night!) i11 19"10, those self-seeking liberals with high ideals and low mo• 
lives. ,, ho licked the boots of Churchlll 8. Company, and afterward could 
not u11dersland ho11 "Beviu had belra)ed them'· lest understanding might 
reveal that they had beu·ayed others! How can one forgive them for the 
fact that it took six years for the Stephen Wises ct al to sail from the 
Ea::-t Ri1 er like Ch.-iHopher Columhuses in reverse. and rc-discoYer 
the British Empire! Mr. Ben Hecht, who ran dry of fulsome adjectiv~s 
for the Tory leader of the Empixe Lo fill up bis column. suddenly changed 
to being elc1 aled by the British pres~ Lo the role of Br ilain Hater No. 1 
as he and they raised each other to the status formerly occupied by 
Coebhels in both cases! By the Lime ·\ ictory'' came Lhe New York liblabs 
were running dry of Ireland and India and digging up .fictitious charncters 
like Fagin and Shylock lo ··prove·' anti- emitism in England! 

What is the truth about all this? Did the British Empii-e really 
change? Only its critics changed. In spite of all their prol1c:,:.lalio11:, lo 
the contrar}, the wru: was imperialist in 1940 and Churchill's Cabinet 
ne,-er tried to deny it. e,en the most "progressive'" supporters of the 
government claiming only that they could ··alter it.5 character" and 
utilize it for European rc,·oluuon, which now pTo,·es to he singularly 
ridiculous. IL wa& handy to ham a liberal coating of ideas, to talk about 
rcsLoring democracy. brealcing clown racial hatred. etcetera. which en­
abled the Left Wing to support the war wiili an easy conscience instead 
of admilti11g lo themselves Lhal the) were betraying what socialistic ideas 
they had retained. They would have supported it in any case, but the 
idea of a changed type of mir was consoling Lo former conscientious 
objectors who found themselves supporting \lat when their fighting days 
were over. 

In regard to Lhe Palestine issue, the Government acted in a consistently 
imperialist manner and can hardly be said lo have acted in opposition 
to its fundamental policy, except that the Labor Party had made rather 
niore promises than it could keep. 

~ 'hen the war ended Russian pogroms unde1· the Stalin regime com• 
pelled a multitude o{ European Jews to emigrate to Palestine. These 
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mul'derous onslaughts Look place particularly in occupied countries such 
as Poland and Ruma11ja, where Russia11 invasion had once been thought 
a lesser evil than German conquest! AU this was a deliberate plan oI 
Stalin, who knew that as a result the British Government would necessarilJ 
split 1\ilh tl1e Arabs or the Jews, since this 1,ould force a changf' from 
the tradjuonal line of appeasing both sides wlth dillerent promises. The 
outcome was that tragic spectacle of treks from the death camps of Europe 
to the D.P. t:amps and voyages in hell-s.hips Lo finish up in Cyprus con­
c·enlration camps or die in the dusty sLrnets of :Palestine. 

The wordy American Zionists have chosen tu reµresenl thii. as belra) • 
al hy the British Government; hut what ob:.erver ca11 be Luken in by the 
pretense LhaL there was any Iun<lamental difference between the British 
and American Go1·ernmenls on that i;;suc? True, the Britisb Government 
has taken the Arab side \a11d b) so doing kept the Arabs jn the Anglo­
Ame,;caD bloc against the Stalin bloc) while the American Government 
lras hee11 co11spicuousl) pro-Israeli tthus preserl'ing the Zionist vole, ,~luch 
coLwts in the States, and keeping lsrael in Lhe Anglo-American bloc). 
But one would ha,·e lo be ,en naive lo believe that the results show good 
will on either side, and Briti;h diplomacy has come o[ remarkably well 
w:ilb a pro-British P1·estde11t and a pro-A Hied 1rnrly in po,~er in Israel, 
and a Brilish-dominated mission to Lhe only Arab state wilh any con• 
quests! On which ever ;.jde they fought. they rnnsislently represented the 
"n1asler·s voice." 

In the face of sucb obvious Machia1ellim1ism. who is going Lo claim 
Lhnt Ute last war was fought for the liberalio11 of Europe from such evils 
as anti-Semitism? At a Lime 1, hen, as his many admiring stooges tell 11s, 
Mr. Churchill was aware of the danger oI war, he told an audience Lhat 
if e,er the llriLish Empire was defeated '·we should need a Hitler Lo lead 
us back to our rigl1tful place amo11g the nations:· He spoke for the 
cap italisl mentality. 

One cannot emphasize Loo often the hollowness of the claim that wars 
are fought for a11y ideal. since that claim loob onl} al the surface and 
belies Ll1e real is5ues. It is like telling us, as histoq books do tell us in 
that disarming naivP.te of Lhe sehoolmaster-that such-and-such a war was 
fought over someone's ear. for tlie love of Helen o[ Troy, for a certain 
sucC'ession to the throne. or o,er a case of Lea or a gift of tennis-balls. 

It is interesting lo note that for the Lhrealcncd third world war them 
is a disti net lack of cohesion so far in the ideals Lo be fought for in view 
oI the disparity of mental development between ilie contesta11ts. The Im<'• 
and-1.:ry of the American witch-hunt, if there should be one in England, 
would drive every single member of the GoYerament from office. For one 
thing. the Un-American Commi ttee apparently 1·eC"ogni1.e no distinction 
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)wlween ociali~m and Communism." bul e,en if il did man) member: 
of Lhe British Go,·ernrncnt have iu faCL hecn al leasl follow-travelers and 
nnP was e,·en banned from the llniled Stales iu founer c.la) s because o( 

that. 
Yet the British Socialists a re 110 less anti-Russian than the Yankee 

,,itch-huntcr1:,: il is necessary, ho11ever. Lo pul o,·er more adult fare than 
storie::- about documents hidden in pumpkins; and the Brilish public 
would not s11cillow 1he propaganda about Communism, re, oluLion, red 
ruin. ctcelera, wbid1 was abandoned in Britain twenty-five years ago e,en 
hi the Conservati,es. While the 1\mericuns are urged by I.heir press to 
fi~ht ao-ainst Lenin and Trotsky. Lhe British public gets a piclurc or Staliu­
is; dc;11eration. part) bureaucrac). and the belrayal of OC'ia lism, ,, hich 
is nearer the Lrnth but pul fon,ard to gain the same ends. Aflf'r all. n 
musical impresari() slages a S)mphony concerl with much Lhe same thought 
as he arranges for a j i, e sessiot~; in Lhe cold war the Vatican and U. • 
"bebop'' may please the hot customers. buL lovers of classical music also 
fill the hall. 

Let us 11olc here a small piece of hypocris) in Lhc :Briti;,I, labor 
movement. When the trulh about Ru:;sia fu·sl leaked out some of i.Ls 
spokesmen were the fLrst lo denounce such ·'betrayals··: when Emma 
Goldman first toured England on behalf of the imprisoned and doomed 
Russian Anarchisls, it was not mernl) Lhe Communists 11bo were aclive1y 
against her. Rather. il was the Be, ins of the labor movement who denie~ 
a hearing to the revolutionary opposition in Russia on the ground that 1l 

''\, ould bcuefil the ToJ·ies." Wh) hme the) changed? 
Let no one asserl that the\ "ha, e lf'amed heller sincr ... The British 

Labor Partr had atnple facilities for finding out 1he truth about Russia 
in the T,~enlies. It !mew the truth. Labor M.P."s left regularly to vi~it 
Russia. The) were in toiH'h II ith the Russian Socialists. "hose testimony 
the) suppre!'sed, and \\ hom I hey left lo rot in Siberia rather than forego 
their share in 1hr glamor ,alue or the Ocloher Re, oluLion which Mtt, 

,-upposed to have fallen on the shou lders of Lenin and his parl) bureau· 
crato; like a mantle. 

The) havr <'hanged because whoever rules the Briti;;h Empire must 
rule il as an imperialist. The same goe,; for Russia Loo. The conflict 
hetween Russia and Britain only a lunalie would Lhink of as the st:rugglP. 
between Soc·iulism and Communism expressed in national terms. And 
on!\ constanl C,,mmunisl propaganda make& people hcl ieve that the 
slr~ggle betwef'n Amerfra and Russia is between Capitalism and ~om­
munh,m I II hile tlw Wail Slreet-ites say i1's Democ-rac) 1et"l'US Boh•hev1sm.) 

• II musl be remembered Jhal 1his w&s wrilten in 1948, when the que$I of the House 
of Represen·1atives Committee on Un-American Activities was more sweeping than it has 
been since. 

- 3.J,-

This economic struggle for imperialist supremacy can be lraced back a 
lot further than the current political idioms. 

And after all, whal are Democratic Rights in the United States but 
a current poliLical idiom? The cl\ erage American poliLician docs not 
e\-en k110" 11 haL il means. and is capable of defending free speech and 
calling for somebody's supJ)ression in the same breath ... Dickens once 
comm.cntcd on this aspect of parvenu American tapitalism. How upset 
were upholders oI thal system when a ''help"' used Lhc word "master.'' 
"Oh, the depre::tsing iuslitutions of ll1e British Empire! There are no 
masters here:' '·All 'owners: are they?" asked Marlin Chuzzlev.it, who 
had seen the ;;laves! 

Daily loday we hear oI speeches made by this or that politician who 
wants lo defend free speech by muzzling ever) horly witli \,hom he dis• 
agrees. Clearl) be doesn "t believe in demoC'ralic· rights, \1 hich denote not 
onlv the liberl) lo agree but alsn freedom lo di;;agree. hul he ,,ould not 
acL~it Lhis evPn lo himself, for Couslitution and Democracy are his 
slogans_ his hocu~ poi·us, aR muC'h as the Stars aud Stripes. Hocus pocus 
likewise exists in England. of <·ourse, but instead of being confused with 
Constilulion and Democracy iL has become mixed up with the Monarchy. 
Any palriot here \\ho wants to make a fool of himselI can go along and 
cheer some particular royal personage, bul tbe Ami::rit:an must speak "iLh 
sacred a11e of Democratic Rights e,en iI he doe:, uoL really !Jelie,e in 
them. 

This idea oI Constitulion and Democracr means nothing more 1.ha11 
lhal. not 811) more than the mumbo jumbo of the churches, who are pre­
pa1-ed to u .. e it on the mo;,t inconceivable occasions, not auy more than 
I.he French policeman bcliC1-cs in the Liberty, Eqtwlity, Fraternity cut 
inlo the jailhouse door, and not any more than the Communist Maniiesto 
means to the Stalini tes. who worship it in the same \\ay a$ the Indian,; 
raised Gandhi to a divine figure at the precise moment when his discipll:ls 
prepared lo abaudou his teachi11gs-

l am aware that the conclusion which 1 ha, e lo dra\\ \\ ill 1101. appeal 
lo those who ha,e deserted tbe patbs of struggle for pitiful allernpls to 
dimh ahoard the imperialist band-wap;o11- \~ilh the excuse tJ1at iJ1 so 
doing Lhe) are defending prese11l-day ri~hts. and yet knowing all the time 
tl1at ever) one of those rights is liahle lo be repudiated by I.he war 
leaders. Jn still pinning one's faith lo an international and truly social 
revolulion, ~hunning all political collaboration and all gmernmentalism, 
011e ,·an onlr appt>al Lo those who have nol lost their couragf' and hope 
for tJ1e 1uture. 

IL ma) be said that we can never get back Lo 1he facile optimism of 
tJrn nine1ecntJ1 century working-class movement in the belief in inter­
national at·lion. But we recall Lbal lhose who sneer at nineteenth century 
materialism. for instance. are usually those who return to nineteen-centu· 
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ries-old CnrisLianil), and by rejecting the too-eaS) solutions of the last 
century go right back to the superstitions of the Dark Ages. 

Tlte twentieth century ba!:I not been allogether in vain so far as the 
sociaJ problem is concerned; we saw the dawn rise in llussia in 191 7, but 
even if the da) did not turn out Lo be a , err good one, lhii; is no cause 
for despair. as an Eng lish summer 5hows! ThP early achievements of 
the Russian Re~olution, crnshed b) Lhc Bolsheviks, who made a caricaturo 
of his tor) b) po1trnying Lhe defeat of that revolution as i ( it were n 
victory, " ere put on a sounder hasis b) lhe panish R('vo lution. which 
gave further proof of tbe po,;:,ihilities lying in effective action. 

Eveu sinc-e the advent of l11e atomic bomb the Power::; ha, e been defied, 
uol generall) hr peoplf' ,_.ith a ver) international ist outlook. but tJ1,~ 
supremf' mrth has heen challenged. l\nd SOl'ial l'haugcs are taking plac11 
under onr noses, particularly in the general outlook. ,, hich has changed 
from a dumh aeceplanre r,I all capita list standards and values. The righl:, 
to work and L<l ha, c a control o( Lhe place 1,bere one ,,orks arc surely 
gaining ground as heiug just as ~ilal democratic rights as the right to 
speak one·s mi11d or \\rite what one fee ls; it is only b) this extension Lo 
demonatic rights Lhal these rights can rnn·iye. 

People ,u·e no louger satisfied with democraC) in its narrow. rigid, 
libera l !,ense of rcprnseulati,e go, ernrnent or the freedom of institution<:. 
The) begin Lo feel that the freedom ,,hich aHee~ their \10rking hOW'!< i~ 
fundamental tc, their status as meu and ,, omen as much as ( and the 
thinking ,,ould sa) far more than I the right lo elect those who shall rule. 
As this idea of workers· c·ontrol seep!' i1Ho the main struggle for clemo­
crati,· right..s. a nd is ac-cepted a9 a pi-incipal ]Hll'l of them. so ,, ill the term 
"democracy" becomr obsolete. s ince we shall be mo, ing from the idea o[ 
represc11lalin• go\'crnment lo a far highPr idral. that of Anarchism. the 
absence of go, ernmenl allogelher. 

'fhe Socialist 1qints tp show al I s truggles as bring in the past. par­
Licularl} when his own gO\ernmf'nl bin po11er: he wishes lo call as his 
allies Lhose who £ough t for trade uniou rights a hundred ) cars ago, but 
lo denounce as traitors those who fight for rights herr and no\\. Thi~ 
conception of static- demotTaC-) is a farce. T he unoffi.dal ;;triker who seeks 
workPrs" ,·ontrol o{ indusll") in opposition Lo Lhe Slate SoC'iali;,t p laM 
ror nationalization. is carrying on the old slruf!,gle in its ne\\ form. Those 
who condemn him are like the reacLiouaq American women who call 
themselves Daughters of Lhc Revolulion. 

Progress never stands s till. The oul) Wa) 10 pn:serw ljbcrty is to 
go on strugglin~ for the greatest posi;;iblc freedom. Those who misunder­
stand the Anarchist cause seek lo prove the Anarchist societ) n Utopia. 
Even if it ,, ere, the Anarchist, by seeking to move the workers along Lo 
greater deceutralizalion ru1d greater participation in control of their own 
destiny. is im.,roving society even though he may ne,er see the free 
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sociel) toward which he s trives realized. L the very least, this struggle 
has preserved such freedom as there is. 

Freedom, let us sa} again. is not preserved by abandoning the struggle 
against the nation-stale out of foar that another nation-state might be 
worse. Freedom is won only by unceasing demands for more made upon 
the existent authorities oI whatever nationality. On cerLain occasions 
governmental arbitrar) aulboril) does not work; on those occasions )OU 

see a peo(Jle cunsciom, of "hat Ireeclom means. The sLruggle does not 
merely imply defending what we ha,·e, but invoh1cs unceasing demand.; 
for more, t.he t·u lmi nalion of all H1ch demands being what 1 consider the 
international social revolution, lhe final demand for foll freedom. 

ANARCHISM- ITS PART IN THE 
WORLD STRUGGLE 

BY DR. M. PIERROT 

Anarchism is a yrarning toward individual liberty. However, as 
Bakunin has expresser! it. "no man can emancipate himself, unless he 
t>manc-ipatrs with him a ll tho,:P. who snrrounil him. H is freedom is the 
freedom of all. for he is only reall) free-free noL on]) in thought. but 
in [act- ,,ben his liberty and his rights are confirmed and sanctioned by 
the liberl) and the rights of all men "ho iu·e his equals." SirnHarly, we 
can be t·ompletely happy 01 tl } if a ll those around us arc hapµ), once the 
spectacle of sen itude and suffering has disaµpeared. 

Ho,~ i:an Lbe liberatic111 of oun,eh ei:- a11cl of all maulJ.nd be achieved? 
After nil these many e1To1ts and especiall) after those uf the Frcnrh 
Revolution, it mu;,t be realized that man ran enjoy freedom only if he 
has acbie,ed economic- equalih. \Ve thus have to studv economic and 
social C\ ents in order Lu ac-1 m~re \\ iscl) tow a.rd attaining our demands. 

The first phenomenon "e have to cope with is thal sc.rvilude is tb.e 
result o[ aulhorit}; LhaL is. of all kinds of authoril) of whid1 the privi­
leged dasscs avail Lhemseh cs as a means of 1,;oercio11. It also is the result 
of the ignorance of the masses forced Lo accept their position of in­
feriority : loo often they nre accustomed to passi, e obedience. 

lL is certain. loo, that the vidory of a po litica l group. of a elass or 
of a religion. has ne, er assured ma11kind oI well-being with any degree 
of finality; hence the indi, idual must gua rd against relinquishing the 
protection of his interei.ts lo a M-called elite. and earh individua l must 
be on guard lo presen e his own personaliL) again!lt the enc-roac-hme..nts 
of authority. 

The Socialist Party, for ex.ample. advocatrd in France about half a 
centUiy ago the tuns.formntion o [ society. ll elected deputies. The 
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numhc1 of deputic,- i11neased more and mm·e•. \II Lheir acti"it) ha~ con­
:,;i,.ted in the propo,.inir of bi II-. und , oting 1111 them a I ill le later un. and 
it ii; trut• that as their inlluem·c- lwl'ume -tronger and ;.trnngn. la\\:,, piled 
up and are f>till piling up ,,hi(·h must of 11rec;;sity rnlminale in stulism. 
Aflt'r the liberation. that i;:. after ]915. tlw <'omhi1wd ncli\'it)' of the 
SociaJi..,1-, and Cun1111uni;.L;; brought about nationalization measure-.. ,d1id1 
1egulate a ~cgmenl of produc-tiun. making it more romplic·aLed. ,1 ithout 
an) tangible benefit Lo the proletariat. 

Tlil' 1110:,,l typic-al t•xample b S111 irl Rus'iia. "here Lite go,eimn<:nt has 
con;.ummated the c-omplf'te ,-.oe·ialization uf i11dm,trial, U¾!,I il'ullural. medi­
cal m·ti, itit• ... and othe1 affair-... Frl'cdom of tlw indi, i<lual ha-.. di;.appt'arcd 
complt'lt•I}, as 1H•I I a,- thal of hu~it- as'-'otintion~ I co1111111111itic-s, roopc1 a­
th es 1. I•:, rr) thing i;. regulated ucTor<ling to au clahorutc plan. The 
c-enlral uuthuril\ dr1ide,- on Cl<'l)lhing. thu.., ,uppres,,ing initiati,c in the 
muniripalitif', ~nd utiier politic-al -.ubdi, i,io11'-. "her!'a, in a frcr ,ot·icty 
the t·om111uni1ic,, and other political i:trouping, \\Ould orf!anize Lhem ... chc;; 
in di\r1;.c \lays, de·p<'nding upon Lht' prcfcrcmc, nerd .... and aim~ of th~ 
inhahitu11t,1 or mrmhen, therl'of. und tht·\ would co-operate among 
them;:<'ht•-. in harmon, and fr1·1· under:.-Lancling. thu~ forming thrir O\\ll 

federation.., and u•ntt•,,. of enlightenment. 
\lull) human lwi118" tend lo hrlir1C' in u unique and orbit rar} :-0l11L1on 

of soeiul problelll!< lthi:, tencl<-111·> h<:ing thl' ubm,e of lo~ic·al rea~miing). 
The 11 e11,t crrnr i.., to apph Lhi,- kind of rra-.oning in tlw do111ai11 of 
hiologirnl or :.-orial phenomena. 

111 01dl'r to ,-olw ull prohl1•111 ... the \larx1,1-. a,ail llwm:--ehr, of dia­
lrctfr;;, notahl) the fumous dialPdic \~hic-h lfrgc>I firF,l <•mplo)ed LO prme 
the e,t"dlrnc-c of. und the net>d [or. the hrgrmon) of tlw Prussia11 king­
dom. Thi ... ,cnes 11011 lo ;:ohe politic-al and 111oral prohl1•m;,, and 1•1en in 
biolor!, the problt>m of genelic·, ,ufJf'r" fwm it. in ;,pile• of the findings 
deriH•d [mm S(;ientifil· rt"-ean·h ,1ork in Llw \\eslcrn countries. for iL is 
e,idenl tlrnl this n•~t>areh \\OJ I- does not fall ,dthin the Irarnc\\u1l. 'lf 
Marx i,t matrriali'-lll. 

Sud1 .. logical madnf',-.,.·· remirui,. onl' in a t-lran;:w 1,a, uf LhaL of the 
Middle- \~w--. \\hen ,',rftolasticism 1,a:,, :,upp<i-..t•d to ~uht· ull prohlems and 
finall) !'IHlt•d up i11 u total \oid. 'Whal 1\11>< 11et•ded \Vil'- an intcllrc·lllal 
re, ol11t iot1. "hid, 1·u111e into r,i~tt'lll"l\ duri11¾!, the era of the Rcnaii;~urwr, 
and 11 hid1 took a,, it-.. point uf 1lt•parturt> the I, ee rxa111inalio11 of n·al 
faeb. Thereafter H·holm,titbm lwnuue a clrad il>::;ue. 

\nd here i!' \1hl'rt' dinleetin, n1111e into l,eing. '\1l\\. in the· mid,t of 
the t-ornplexity a11d the cliven-,it, uf "ocial ur hiulogic·a l problem~, auy 
method ha~rd soleh 1111 l o~iC'al rea::;oning i" extreme!) dangerou;.. a11d 
lead.., tu crroneou;. rnndusion:--. Oh,-enalion i~ the onl) fcm,ible mcthnrl. 
1'.rupotl...i11 ha~ in,i:,,Led on thi;. poinl repeated I). 

Om• nw::.L admit lhaL the ~lan.ists arr not the on l} ones \\ho \H'l"P. 
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i111bued 1,itl1 '"the folh of logic''. One finds this mania a lso u111ong certain 
Anarchh,t;.. 01 al lea::-L among tho:-c 1d10 call thcmsehes Anarchists. It 
ha.., heeu c1 id1•11n·d h} tll!N' \\ho cmplO)ed logical reru,oning "hich thc.y 
belie\ed lo he irrefutabll·. in order Lo justify nnrrow-mindcd egotism, or 
lo slrait-jatl-rt thcmsehe:; in seclari1111 fanatiri:,1m without an) sense of 
the relati, ii) of thing,.,. 

Thus again and again ab,,olutc thcoric,s. for example in the matter of 
;.t•,ual prohlt•ni-., or population p1 oblem1:>. or l'1en regarding absolute 
pat·ifism. ht11c been complr tely disc-r<•ditcd. 

Let us Lherrfore tal...<• under c·o11~idcratio11 all the qu<'lllion~ submitted 
lo th for t>,aminalion. "ll u-. Lo d1etl... and oh-.(•ne the \\hole complexity 
of the fac•t,- and their cnu-.e.., in their , ariabilil), and guard nllainc::.t lr) ing 
lo "'Ohc Lhl'lll by simplt• n•asouing. 

l oh~crH• that 011 the list of !-.ubjccts submillc<l for our study and 
di--<'u:-sion t ht• ,.,ubjed of C:'ducalion i" missing. It occnpir,, ho"e"er, a 
"~'I) important plac<'. rhat is \I lwrt> Anan·hi,t ideas haq• pla~ rd a 
prn11t'er rule. J11 fomw1 da)" educali1111 \\as founclrcl on fcur uud punish­
mt-nl, i11 1>rcl<•r lo induct• l'h ildren 1111<1 adolc:wl'nl,- to Sta) cm the strai;zht 
and narro,~ path. J\o\lada)" cdu1·ation reli<',-, upo11 kind,w,.,; and gentl!>-
11e,,. and it "<'rk- to "i11 the s tuclr111-..· confid<'nre. Ob:'en at ion of their 
d<·portm,mt und their rl'ac tions is of paramount importanrc. Instead of 
\\U11Ling lo i111pm,e eu111plt'Ld) conH•11tional idem, upon the rhildren's 
minds. the c·urrirnlurn s<'('b lo appPa l Lo their intl'lligencc-. 

\ l an~ ruk. it doe,-, not de,ohr upon edur·ation Lo produce de,olcr.,, 
(If a religio11. fartion. or :,,c'd: it,- ta ... l,.. i ... to build human l1d11g"' 11ho are 
<apuhle of ol,~t-n i11g and tl1i11ling ,u11I "ho lulc·1 1111 ca11 fo1111ulale their 
<rnn ph ilo:1oplt). Thal i::- "h) the nwcld ling of all cl1urches in education 
11111..,t be t·ompletcl) rejcrt<·d. 

\narthi ... 111 i,- not a politir·al part). It cannot ht11e the «oul of crcalin"' 
an ideal sot·ial ")Stem. It,, mission i, lo edunil(• the in<li, idual and t~ 
ll'si;;t opptrs;,icrn. in ordPr to p<'rmit liheraling allempts in 1.111 domain-. 
to progrc,:s in Lhe hope• of achie,i11µ the supp re•,sion of im•qualiL) and 
'-t•rfdom, and of allaininir nni,er,al hanuom. 

\o effort j,, wastt•cl. Libertarian- \nar~hi!'L action is an e\·ery-day 
uffoi1. lt is a c·unlinuou;, ta;,I... al ull lime., uiul ut all plan•,. Ou e\el'} 
po;:i!\ihle 01·casin11 the i\11nrd1i;,I 11111<;1 imping<' hi rn-.c-tr through discu'l,;ioa 
1111d b) exampl<' on tht> mind" of tho"<' 11ho -.urrnund him. 

In organizations rrcal1•d for tltl' -.II uggle again-I et'Ononur oppre,<:ion, 
for inslanf'f' in lahor u11in11,-. the i\11un·hisl, h,l\l' lo e~e1 t un efiorL so 
lhut th_e_ ' ;orl-Prs may prP:,ene Lhl•ir indcpcndPnc·e• 11ith rP~nrd lo parliP.1. 
or polillc1a11~. i\t the ~amr time Lhc) 11111st not l'onfine thrm~rhr" to c'>l• 
lP('lhe action 011 behalf of ~pecial interests, hut ,-hould ~ird themseh·cs 
\\ ith t-Leadfa~t idealism for the \\Clfare of all manl-ind. 

Our lasJ.. i~ to co•ope1 ale with u ll rncn, rc~urdk~s of ,e,. 11atio11al ity 



or color. for the liberty of each and e,er) one in Lhe whole world. keeping 
always in mind the ideal of promoli11g a society founded upon tonfidence 
and mutual aid. without exploi ting labor Jor the benefit of a few, and 
outside of any cenlralized aulh,irilj. so that local and national under­
standings and ·free initiative may become possible. 

THE CHOICE BEFORE THE NATIONS 
BY J. GARCIA PRADAS 

The libertarian- or Anarchist - attitude ,~ilh respect to the slogans 
or --A Cnited World'" and '"World Government·• musl n<>cessaril) depend. 
lik.e alJ else, upon one's concept of the State iu general. For the ·'world'" 
"bich we aic discussing is not mcrel) a geographir· entily. nor need it It: 
a :single social organism; rather it must eombine within itself the con· 
ditions which are characteristic oI a political unit. As a matter of fact, 
the abo\(••menlioned slogan~ have themselves sprung from a nolio11 cun· 
ccmi11g the Slate which consirler~ il as benevolent and-despite all lesso11s 
of hisloq to the conlraq. 1,ilh a wilfu l disregard for the experiences o( 
whole millenia attributes to Lhc Slate the capac:il) for n:med) i11g its own 
elils; this, plus the abilit) lo exercise it:, l'o(o!,::,al p1>1vers, not to pcrre• 
trale greater wrongs than hithet"lo but. on the contra!'). l1> perform grcatN 
miraclPs of benevolence than God Himself. 

These ;;logans havr gained great vogue in the Anglo-Saxon world. This 
phenomenon is significa11l and should sen c lo put ever) 011c on guard, 1wt 

becaw,P its origination in the Anglo.Saxon sphere impart5 lo it a sinister 
character but. on the contrary, becaw;e that fact lends the slogans an 
exceptional and caudjcl nature. This inust be understood. in vie,, of the 
fact Lhal one is apl lo judge the Stale as an absolute or pure entil) in 
terms of the c-nnc:rele. histodc-. or real State whit.:b we ha,e hcforp our 
eyes: and il is noteworthy thal nea1·l) all the governroenLc:; of British origin 
ha,e po»scs,;ecl, as the prc~cnl one possesses. a unique character whid.1 
c:an in 110 \\8) he regarded as universally valid for the tale in its absolute 
::,ense in an) country or cpo1·h. 

The original British Stale was the 1·reatio11 or William lhe Cn11quer<1 1. 

"ho inYcsted iL with a structure qDile different from Lhat o[ tl1c other 
Europea11 countries. William. as master of Britain. was none Lhe les>" « 
,assol of the kiug of Frar1ce. Aiter subjugating England, he rose in re• 
bellion against thal k:i11g and gained his independence. However. in order 
to assure his independem·e, he was ohliged Lo share !tis dominion \vilh tl1e 
rorman bandits who helped him lo conquer that island, with the result 

that the Stale which he fashioned became a sort of internal democracy, 
c-onfined to the nohilil}. The Magna Carla did nothing more than confirm 
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the privileges of the nobles, in conformity with the desire which J ohn ll 
dierished. to Cl'tahlisb in England a monarchy on the model of the Fre1tch 

dynasty. 
From Lhen on British democrncy has been ver) much like a joint stnck 

company. the shareholders of which have enjoyed not so nrnch certain 
J reedoms in the Latin-Frenc-h scuse of the word, as privileges and im­
munities. The numhcr oJ stockholders has increased m1til it includes every 
citizeu o( age, but the original "Corporation" continued faithful to it;, 
original character; thus it is that in England, as well as throughout the 
Anglo• axon commwiities. one speaks of over-privileged. privileged, and 
under-privileged people. This situation has entailed. from the \ery begin­
ning, the identification of the Stale with the national politil·al organic,m, 
which at one time was confined lo the nobi lity, then comprised also Lhe 
middle class, and finall) emhrac:ed also the proletariat. 

Up to the present lime the Britisl, body-politic has ahl'a)S contrived 
Lo control the State which re1ne~enLPCl il, for Lhe '·meeting of sharcholder:s'' 
kPpt under its (·ontrol the Board of Directors of the Corporation, so that 
through the centurif's Lhe BriLish mentality ac:customcd itselJ lo Lhe notion 
that the Corporal ion. the sharPhoiclcrs and the Board of Di.rectors, plus 
the capital "eallh of its dominions. were one and the same Lhjng. Wht:n 
the po liliral organism came to be co•eA.1em,i, e with British society itself, 
the coufusion became greater, so that nearly e,-ery Briton toda} assumes 
that nation. pet>ple. counlry, and Stale are one and the same thing. But 
actually these are quite disti11cl and di,erse enLities. The great Thorsleir1 
Vebleu. i11 his Imperial Germany, eloquently called attention lo this fact, 
and il is worLl1 1d1ile Lo cite a part of bis slalci-ucnt: 

'·Jt is as difficult for Ll1e commonplace Englishman Lo understand what 
the German means by the ·State' as it is for the German Lo c·omprehend 
the English conception of a 'commonwealth. or , eq nearl) so. The 
English still ha,e the \\Ord ·stole' in their current ,ocabalary, becaut'e 
they once had the concept "hil'h il is designed lo co, er, but when tl1ey do 
not in current use confuse il with the notion or a commonwealth. as they 
c·omrnunl} do in making it serve as a S) nonym for ·nation,' it is taken to 
designate an extenl'ive tracl of land: on the otlwr hand. the Germans, 
having never had occasion for such a concept as that coq•rPd by tbP term 
'commonwealth.' have no c:orre!'\pondin~ word in their \ucabulaq. 

·'The State is a matter nol ea;;il) lo be P~pounded in English. It is 
neither the territorial area. nor the population, nor the body of citizens 
or subjects. nor the aggregate wealth or traffic, nor the public administra­
tio11, nor the government, nor the crown. nor the sovereign; yeL in some 
sen!:'e it is all Lhese matters. or rather all these are organs of the State. In 
some potent sense, the State is a personal entity. with ri~hls and duties 
superior and anterior to those of the subject. whether these latter Le 
taken severally or collccLivcly ... The citizen is a subject of the State. 

-41-



Under a conunonwealth, m, in the United Kingdom, the citizen is, in the 
ritual sense of heraldic rank, a subject of the king - whatever that may 
mean-but this relation ... j,, a personal rclnlion ... of mutual ranlc 
bel\, een two persons. 

•• 'The Stale is the people legally united as an juclependenl power.' 
So ::mys one \\ho speaks with uuthorit) i11 tl1ese premises. But then, also, 
·The Stale is in the first instance power, that it rnay mai11taiu itseU; it is 
not the totalil) of the people itself-the people is 1101 altogether amalga­
muted \Vith it; but the Stale protects and embrac-es tbe life of the people 
... 011 principle it does not ask how the people is disposed: it demands 
obedience: 'The stale is power,' .:;ays the same authority, and 'it is or1ly 
the ~late that is really po"erlul that corresponds lo our idea.' It might 
perhaps exceed the ,-rope of the premises to follow him farther and fiud 
Lhat power here means m,litary po1Mr. Plainl}, go,ernment by consent of 
the governed is not a State. The sovereignty is noL in the people, but it 
is in the Stale. Failure to understand this conundrum is perhaps the mo;.t 
detestable trait of unre~o11 that taints the Engl ish-spcakiug people,, in 
1he opinion of intelligent Germans:· 

This is like11ise our opinion. Potcnliall) and essentially there is 110 

Stale other than the one which Veblen 1rns woul to designate as '·cl) n­
astic;· because all of 1hem are an •'imperiurn:· a military sovereignty or 
preponderance \\ithi11 their /rontiers, 1,hich in turn- as was clearl) evi­
dent in the Castilian stale o[ the Iourlt:eDlh century-were originally, and 
continue to be, war fronts. Theni are Englishmen like Bertrand Russell, 
and Americans like Lewi:. Mumford. 11 ho are quite capable of grasping 
the dUTercnce between the Stale aud the nation, betwee11 the late and the 
country or society. But 11hat usually happens i!' that. no sooner ba,e 
the) pointed out the dillere11t"e between such cntiLics, the) become com­
plete!) oblh-ious of il and il is upon this ·obli, ion' that they erect their 
bizarre proposals of World Government. Other authors have done the 
same thing on both sides of the Atlantic. For example, lo cite only a few 
of the foremost figures in this respect. the historian Arnold Toynbee, the 
publicist Emery Reeves. and the gewus of physics, Albert Einstein. The 
astonishing thing is that all of tJ1em advance these proposals in frank 
conlradietion of the premisei; which the) expound in :-upport thereof. 

Toynbee knows Lo perfec(jon the final tragedy o( other ci, ilizations, 
all of which were destroyed primarily because of imperialistic madness, 
because of fanatical altachmenl to sovereignty. by the unbridled appetite 
for 1wwer and by the monstrosity which ii; incarnate in the State. He 
knows that. for example, thf' Roman Empire was "just one world"', and 
that it was undermined and disintegrated not by the barbarians, but by 
the State which hired them in order to dominate its world by force of 
arms and to devour the State alive by nibbling a1\ay at its tribunals. He 
also is aware of the fact that the emperors and the powerful officials in 
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their entourage hecamc drtually insane from the authority the) enjoyPd. 
Ho,~, then. can one expecl that a world government al this Lime, when 
Le-chnology provides more potcnl weapons for those in control, will refrain 
from commilting even greater outrages? U everr Slate is a hierarchy o( 
power. then whoever is al the aµex of the World late will r·orne to regard 
himself as Cod. with more reason than Caligula. l\ero. or Augustus. and 
will oblige us to proslrate oursehes on the !>Leps o( his altar or risk being 
thr<J\ID to the lions, like the ancient Christians. 

Bertrand Russell. vtumford, Einstein and Reeves. d1ampion 1he crea­
Lion of the World State for precisely those reasons which impel me lo 
repudiate it; namely. reasons inherent in nature. the abui;es and perils 
in national slates. \Vhot\VPr reads Power. the excellent , olume in which 
Bertrand R11ssell anal) zed the Stale in such superb fashion-a work sur• 
passed onl) b} Bertrand de Jou-..enel":o analoguous 11ork. Du Pozwoir, 
will fail to unden,tand ho,\ this outslaucling author hopes to remed) the 
dangers of the l\ational State-dangers de.rived from pol itical power no 
more limited than that of a tival Stole, Lhe former being enhanced lo the 
highest degree. Lill il becomes absolute and i-ingle: and when that point 
has been reached, there will not even exisL the brake of the present im­
perialistit ri1c1lrie:o. And whoever reads Programs for Survival, the re­
flections of Mumford concen1ing the risks of any iuLure war. 11 ill on the 
one ha11d admire his t·ourage, his exalted intentions. bis great philosophic 
insi~hl; Jiut on the other hand he will oLsenr \,ith astonishmeut the 
incredible nah ele of one who. because of fear of a war among nations, 
is inclined to cntrnsl the entire world Lo the indisputable authority of a 
World State-a conc.;eplion so monstrous that not even the devil himself 
resorted Lo it to tempt Jesus \1hen he oliered Him uncounterl kingdoms! 

Einstein, despite the ardor with which he has devoted himself to the 
cause of peace. merits less attention in this field of political philosophy. 
One who lias eommilled the folly of contributing to the unparalleled 
crime of creating the alomit· homb can still be forgiven: but he can 
ne, er he regarded as a man "ho is compelent in matlcrs of a politico­
socia I naltfff'. And Emery Reeves is the sel (-same cont1·adiction incarna1~. 
His Analomy of Peace is a clevastaling critique of the ational Stale: 
from ,, hich one can onl) deduce. along with the Anarchists of all times. 
that. in his words, "The modern Bastille is the nation-slate, no matter 
whether the jailers are consen ati,c. liberal. or socialist. Tbal S)mhol o( 
our ensla,ement must he deslro)ed if ,,e e~er want Lo he free again." 

Entirely in accord: the J\ational State which, alt.hough Reeves i~ 
unaware of iL, is noL the same as 1he 11atio11 state, must be destroyed. But 
not. as Mr. Ree, es would slrangcl) have it. in order to erect upon the 
ruins o( sut:b a Bastille another one lo imprison the entu·e world, and 
from \1•hich there would be no escape. not even to the planet Mars; but 
rather that the nation, every man in it and, in consequence, the whole 
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human nwc, ma) brt'ome free. The opposite of the i\ational . tale ,\ hieh 
toda~ thrt•atens u,- with an apot·a l) p,-e of \iol('nce, i-.. not its en larged 
tranformatio11 into a world state, but onl} i\.narchi,;;m, the spontanrous 
so<'iaJ order of mutual aid an<l of justice, \dthout the !'1i11w of an) SIJ\• 

creignt) l,a,,ed on brute force. 
\Ye \na1chist" an• rE>puted to lw dreamer,. , isionarie,. utopian,-, hut 

,\e shall nc,er indul~t- in such pE>rilous dream-. al:> I.he one common to ull 
or near!) ull g reat thinkrrs out,-ide of our fol d-name!) lo cxpcl'l ftom 
absolute uuthorit) ,\hal relathr uuthoril} dC'nit's us or 1ak1·s a1Hl)' f1om 
u .... In thi-, re$pecl, 11'• in man) others, \\ C emplo) a po.,tl'lio,i judgrmcnt, 
ha\ing 1111• 1·ourage to proclaim ,\hat expe1 iem.:e dictate, lo our reason. 
\alional Stales arc the succe,!>on, of bandih or ganistt·r-. -.inc-e tlw "ord 
"bandido" comes fr om "banda" 01 "gang" of l'iiminab. Such Landit!I of 
pa:,l ages r~tablished their lordslii1> throu~h the force of nrnu;: and thrir 
mutual p lunder. thr 1q1r:, of rapine among tlwm. left 110 one in pca1·t•. It 
,\as brlicH'd that tlw 11a) lo aboli-..h :,uch a d1•plorable ,ituation 1rnuld be 
lo turn O\l'I" lo one " lure!" ' the a1111ccl band,, of u number of nther:1, along 
with their re;.pecthc :.o~ereigntici<. 

Thu, 11t• 1·amc to the le, cl of the nation. tu the \ ational 'tale, and to 
I.ht: arm, "hi<-h the nation place,- in the hand, of the ~talc to defend that 
m.llion, But ucluall ) it i~ h) this mean-. that the ' tale dominate,; thr 
nal ion. suhjugatcs, cxp luili;, and 1•rnda1·es it. Tlw wan, umong Ll1r Lords 
of the ,Ianor ha,·e hem rcplacrd hy those among State, boasting -.,•cri•t 
police and I.he atomit· bomb. But I.he bandilr) of the lallcr cannot be 
remedied h) the repeti tion of lht• gra, e error l'ommillcd II hen ,~e p,1,;-ul 
from the Middle Age-. lo the \lodern Era. 

lt ,,ill be said lhnt, al lea:-11, there 11-ill he no more I\Ur!< among na• 
Liom,. But the arn,11er 11e mu<al ghr to '.\le~-.r~. Hu!'sell, ,tumford. Rcc,ts. 
To)nhrc. and lo all protagonist, of the" 01 Id 'tate is thi-,: just as \\he.1 
the feudal -.01ercig11, \\ Pre in('orpo1 aled into tb(' monarchirnl nation and 
their \\llr'I among thrm~ch es wen• followed hy c-ivil clisscnsion, so likr\\ise 
\\hen tlw i\ational Stall'-. are rrplal'cd h) Ll1c \\ orld State, I.here ,\ill he 
no end to "an-. onl) the name of the conflict,. 1118) be changed; in plarn 
of inter-nation or .. intrinalionar· Mir· ,\ e shall hm e ch ii ,, ar' throu1-thout 
the world. We arc i:,li II left \\ i lh the fact Lhut the Stale is, fin,L of all 
and abo\r a ll , an empire, an l111pe1ium. \\'di then; the g1euter lhc Stale, 
the greater the l mpcrium and. rnnsequentl). the more unbridled is the 
imperialist ic appeti te. .\II this mean-. I.hat tlw --truggle (01 po"er ,\ithin 
the World tale ,~ ou ld in all likclilwod degt•1ierale into a c-caseles~ chit 
war playing havoc throughout the world. 

Thi:- , iew is held not on!) h) an Auarchbt but also b) a Spaniard of 
the 1936 generation, "ho in I.he Inst 11,eh-e )Cars has proclaimed hulldrcds 
of times that in Spain il I\US not Fascism that rose in rebellion against I.he 
people a11d the Republic, but that the State itself was the gui lty clement 
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- the Republican late, "hich al thot time was tJ1c same U!:i it had h('el\ 
under the mo11an·h~, JH('(.·il:'cl) the one headed '" Franco. \\ hen- a:, is 
the rasc "ith I.he Anizlo-Saxon~, 01w confound,, the peoplr. countq , na• 
l.ion. politit·1d 1egime, and the Stal(', it becomes ,irtuall) impossihlr to 
understand ho,1 the State eould riw against H regime 1\ hich £ails to snit 
it. and re,olt again,-l the nation tlw ~um of the people and th!' countl). 
\ et lhc,-.e thing,- do hJppen. And the almo-.L godlike pcrnrr enjo)ecl hy 
lhP l ni \er,nl State \I ould ah, 8)., olk1 a tc11111tut ion for pol it ieians, mili­
tarists, and adventurrr,- of ever) 'iOl"l. 

For let w, bear i11 mind that thr \\ oriel !-,tall• \1 ould, undt•r Lhc bc~t of 
condition-., lw go, ernecl ot1l) in a formal 1\8) by a Pai liamenl "hi1·11 
"ould delrgale iL~ pmH•r-. lo a gm crnmrnt of its O\\ n thoo:-ing; the 
go, ernmenl, in turn, l'ou ld com ctt the legislatiH' power!- into executi,e 
powers h) 1111•ans of a }JO\\Cr apparalu,- "hfrh, in order to he el!et' ti ll', 
\\ould ha,c lo feel frcr of an) rhal-. anywhere in the \\orld and function 
a:, a hieran·h), throu~h order:, gi1 cu from ahme and fulfilled belcn1: "'o 
that the hracl of Lhe "odd arill) or of anr of it, armed foreci; could rclwl, 
either on hii, 0 1111 i11iti uti\l'. or in cu11nhancc 1\ith some IJOliLieal gruuµ, 
in order to impot'e upo11 the entire \\Odd a Jtl\ian dictaton,hip throu~h u 
coup d'etal. Did not that ,er) thinµ happen in Rome? 

But e11•11 i( we minimize that po:.-:.-ibilil) though il ::-hou ld uol L~ 
o\erloo.k.cd 1,c " ould i,tiU be burdt•ncd with the permanc11L existence oE 
the tale, "hich ha,-, amp!} dcmom,t rnted i11 the la;:;l decade that il is l.,y 
110 mean., an "in::trumcntality of a class.'' a,- thr )Iani~h from Engd~ 
dt11,n lo Jame,- Burnham believed. hut ratl1er a class itself, the ,er) firot 
:<oc-inl t·lass in the hi~lorit· procc:;s und the our lhnt in turn c-reatcs social 
l'la'lses: Lh l' one that :>rrks Lo be Lhe only prhilcged exp loiter. the :;o,­
l'tcigu and 11111~ler of s1H'il'I) a!' a 1d10le. Con~equt'nll). the l'reation of 
the \Vorld Stale 11ould amow1l to the appearanc·e of a c-la-.s "hich. 1:11-

do11cd 11 ith P'l.lraordiuur) po11 en,. 1dth limitlr,-,-. ttnd unchallenged autho1-
it), would r n~la, e all 111u11ku1d. 1-fpnre it ii:- that under no circumslar1C'l''i 
does it behoo1e us lo hope for an} iood lo come oul of tbe proposal 
offered b) the mosl giftrd madmen of this era. 

Then 1drnl is to hr done "t l o t·onlinue \\ ilh tl1e present ''inter­
nutiona I ano rd1} ··? Ct•1wine n na rrh). gcnl li>me11, i1- the com1>lrtc 
nh!-ence of States. not lh<' <lisordrr which Stales rurther. ·'The pre~rnt 
international anarch) ·•, like that other c-liche of ·'medie, al anarch) ;• is 
nothing but .. pol) arch)·· with constant bandilr). And I.he on!) way to do 
away with this is to disarm the ''archies .. or national s tall's with a dew 
toward obliterating them complete!) nfterward. When that has been donr, 
,,e shall find Lo our pleasant surprise I.hat there are no war fronts, no 
frontiers. and that I.he ociety of the ,~ orld is one and one on!). by the 
natural determinism of the human limitations "hich ha\.e engendered 
muLual aid, which have made m a11 gregarious a11d a social creature, and 
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have created a world society of co-operating entll1es. within which fall 
and fit thousamls and even millions of small groupiugs of non-stale elc­
J11P11ts-in other words, anarchic, non-slate entities. Iu a word. the cl1oil'P­
lie!- between Anarchism and the destruction of the \\orld. 

PRESENT-DAY ROLE OF THE CHURCH 

BY GEORGE WOODCOCK 

1n wrilin" or 1.hc role of the Church in the political ru1d so<"ia l <·hanges 
,, hich arc ;oing on in the present cenlur}, it. i;i important fir;,t or all to 
Le quite dear in OW" mind!> as to what " ·e are discussing. Clearly .. the 
libertarian is nol con<·erned with attuc-king Christian beliefs as such. smce 
his own altitude is based primaril} on the assumption that each mao 
should be free to helie\·e what he likes and to express that belief frecl}. 

Withoul actual tolerance there can be no liberty. aud it is only where 
those ,, ho profess Christianity abandon the prin~ple o~ individual_ C'On• 

victiou and seek to establish authority, that Lhe hbcrlanan can logically 
allack them. Therefore his quarrel is not "itb Christianitr as a religions 
or ethical doctrine, nor "ilh those who pro[ess il as individuals, but with 
those or<ranizations "hich seek to institutionalize religions into disciplined 
pattern/ of thought and ac-tion. and hence to cstah_lish. spiritual.. i~tel­
lectual, and even physic-al hierarchy. There is a mmont.) of Ch:1sllans 
to whom thPse criticisms cannot be applied. and some of them, like the 
Doukbobors, c-an justly be accepted as libertarians in their altitude 
toward individual freedom. 

Organized relicion presents us with a bewildering variety of churchec:, 
sects, and other o~ganiwtions, ::ill seeking to establish their more or less 
limited dearee of authority ovPr those who adhere to their doctrines. aud 
dcmandin; at least some extent of doctrinal uniformit) . and obedience lCJ 
the sectarian creed. All these groups are dangerous, m so far as they 
weaken the sense of individual judgement and help to induce a form of 
institutionalized thinking \\hich makes Lbeir members more amenable to 
authority in its physical Ionu. 

Each in its small wa) is a mirror of the Slate and, like faithful 
children, the rrreal majo1·ity of religious organizations, as well as most 
of their membel"s ru1d ministers, support the ruling class in its times of 
crisis. Some, indeed, like the Church o{ England, are openly and a\ owcdly 
State churches but even the nominally independent groups are hardly 
less ach anced 'i.n their support when the system of authority to which 
they are attached seems to be in danger, either from external attack or 
rebellion within. 
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Generali ) speaking. the various Protestant churches are the outcome 
of different stages of development of the capitalist-nationalist system. 
The) were tJ,e bodies \1 hic-h santlified the rise of the middle class from 
the sixteenth up to the 11ineteent11 cenluJ'ies, and gave it a sense of di,ine 
mission. Calvinisl1l. in particular. with its doc.:trines of predesLinaLion, 
gave the wealthy a comforting belief that their condition of material 
superiority was ordained by Goel and tJ1at they had no fundamental 
responsibility lo the under-dog, whost' abasement also was fore-ordained. 
Similarly, the variow, Erastian religious, like An~licauism and Lutheran• 
ism. :sani;lified the new 11atinnal slates which arose oul of lhe break-up o[ 
the semi-international socict) of medieval Europe. 

Tt is characterislii; of the Pr0Lesta11l chw·ches that, except for a few 
visionary sect:, of slight member:1hip and influence, Lhey have always 
assumed a subsidiary position toward Lhe ruling or rising economic and 
political interests. \Vnile tbey ha\e served those interests, us Anglicanism, 
Calvinism, Congregationalism. Methodism, aud Cl'Cn the Salvation Army 
all did in tJ1eir lorn, the) have often acquired a kind of lrauslutcd vigor, 
but they have never thri\en independentl). and \1hei-e the Protestant 
churches are still of any importance today, they are so by ,irtue ol their 
integration into I.he exi.sti11g system o( domination. 

But the actual power and inOueuce of the Protestant sects has declined 
radirally since the last ct>nturr. Protestantillm, based intellectually on 
doubt of the Catholic doctrines, is in itself peculiarly susceptible to 
doubt, and the ruling classes quickl} tended lo lose reliance on it as thefr 
principal means of ideological support when it was subjected lo damaging 
forms of criticism. Para Ile! systems of though I began to prnvide those 
bullresses of theory and m) th "hich every form of authoril) finds es­
seutial [or its continued existence. 

Scientific materialism. itself the most important enemy of Christian 
Lhought in the niueteenth century, gave its own support to capitalism and 
the state's authoril) through ll uxle} ·s extreme cloc:trin~s of the ine\;ta• 
hility of the merciless struggle for existeni;e. Nationalism. blossoming to 
full vigor after l8 J.8. provided ue,1 ideological symbolisms; the rise of 
pseudo-scientific racial doctrines prepared n situation in wltich Hitler 
could create a national ideolog) which had no need o( Christianity, while 
the messianic clement of Marx's historical teachings later provided a 
synthetic religion for Communist go,·ernments. 

Under these conditions, surrounded by so many more potent forms of 
symbolism, the Protestant tradition has declined in mosl countries to a 
secondary servant of the rnling class, of little intrinsic power or danger. 
Occasional!) an individual Protestant or a group within some clmrch will 
herome uncomfortably aware of the import of some of the original Chris­
tian teachings and take a radical course of action, but such rebellions 
have little weight, and in general the Protestant cu lts can be dismissed as 
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vtholly subsidiaq to ruling c-las;: interests. and dangerous onty as servam» 
of lhose interests. 

The case of Catholiei,_:,m is entirr>h different. and here the lil.Jertariaa 
faces an institution of rnl.'I experience ·,md a power "bic:b, far from bei11:; 

impaired. ii:: !-leadily increasing. The Roman Church has fought Lhroughout 
its liistor) for independent power: in the '.vlicldle Ages. u::1ing the weapons 
of interdiction and excommunication. it mai11tai11ed a struggle which was 
on the whule sucf'essful against those rulers who tried to challenge its 
authority wiLhin their own realms, and it kept its place throughout this 
long era as an international body 11ielding temporal as well as spiritual 

power. 
During the Reformation. the Church indeed lost ground as a result oI 

its own inner 1,;orruption and the combined assault of philosophical 
skepticism and the political all iancc of nalional isl kings and rising middle­
clas:, financiers. But the success of Lhe Reformation in i\orthern Enropt> 
stilfom:d the atlitude of Rome; the Counter-Reformation and the rise of 
Lhe ·ocicty or Jesus ptuge<l the rol that had entered the old medie, al 
structure. and closed the ranks of the Church for a struggle waged by 
ever) means at its disposal. The immediate consequence was the con• 
solidation of Catholicisrn i11 Spain and Italy, and the winning back of 
Fra1we and Ireland. Fro111 t.hat time onward lhe poliC) of Rome was 
clear, and it has remained unchangt>d, It has been to consolidate the 
Church as an international organization with complete spiritual and 
temporal power. 

For this purpose the Church has entered into any alliance that has 
appeared expedienL, and. possessing an adoptfre i11stead of an hen:ditary 
hierarchy, has eontrived to retain a resilieuce and a continued efficiency 
which more rigjd systems have lacked. Mon.irchies have <lied. dictators 
have fallen, but the Catholic Church has continued, and today, once 
again. is strengthening hs hold in most parLs oI the world. Tn England. 
for instance. lo11g a slronghol<l vi ProLestanLism. the Roman Catholic 
Church now possesses a larger number of ef]eclive members than even the 
Church of Englaml. while man) distinguished intellectuals have ente1ed 
hs fold in recenl years. 

The spread of Catholicism. and hence of the temporal po" er of the 
Vatican, can only be countered if it is understood that the sole objecti,·e 
of the Roman Chirrch is the furtherance of its ow11 international aulhorit)'. 
The VaLican may support various rulers, hut 0111 y for its 0\1-n convenience; 
it is never wholly committed, will take up arms against a ruling class 
creed, like Naziism or Russian Comnnmism. Lhal sePms a major threat 
to its own power. and will desert an ally without hesitation, as it deserted 
Fascism in Italy on the triumph of the Western Allies. 

The Church of Rome, likewise, is not committed to political con• 
servalisrn. l n Spain it is reactionary, in France or Italy it is "Socialist'' 
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or .. c.lenwcraLil'.'. in England it is l iberal and even pseudo-libertarian. 
In French Canada it tan be seen in transition from support of the 
reactionary Quebe<· capitalists lo advocacy of the radical movement among 
Lhe F1·e11cli Canadian workers. \\hom it fears may slip from its hands. 

Because of its adaptability and internationalism, because it represent-' 
the ouc live and independent religious body. because il is sensilive lo 
social tendencies and able to assume proleelive coloring, because it i, 
quite capable of ad~ocating Fascism in one l'oui1tr) ond some> parort) o( 
free So,·ialism u1 another. the Roman Catholic Chun·h stands among the 
most dangerous i11slilutions in the 11orld today, and the libertarian should 
ah\ays be conscious of this fact. 

A Catholic 1,•riter once told me that he thought a day would come 
11 hen Fascism aud Commun ism a like would be things o{ the past and 
when the last struggle for the soul of man would take place between 
Catholicism and Anarchism. His visiou was perhaps over-sunplifi.ed, but 
al least it did recognize the fact that the Catholic Church does reJ>resent 
the prototype of human authori Ly, and that its pretensions an: incom­
patible with those of men II ho seel the fullest aud most fruitful freedom 
of relationships bet11een ma11 aml man. 

ANARCHISM, ANARCHY, ANARCHISTS 
BY DAVID WIECK 

Let us identify ancl locate oursekes, the Anarchists. 
I ~hall speak. necessarily, of Anan:hisls as 1 understand Anarchists, 

Anarc-hism as l understand it. 
We arc people who ha,e value:;, aims, and methods radicalfr different 

from the dominant. Our comradeship is neither i.n doctrine nor daily 
propram, on Lhcsc we easily disagree, rather this: we £ace our nature, 
affirm lifo. stubbornly insist on Lhe real and basic needs; and we under• 
stand that these are possible only as we are free from external oppression 
( uuthoril) as violence) and internal oppressio11 lauthority withln us). 
We are people II ho insist upon. and affirm, liberty from authoril), and 
freedom within the individual; we are those wbo assert (and follow our 
logic:) thal thesP ends of freedom and liberty can be achieved only by 
d,recwess: frt'edom through freedom. liberty through liberty. 

This last centui). our oppressors, problems. goals, are specific in this 
wa}: the centralized political Stale, Lhe dominant capitalist-military. 
political ruling class. an inci-easingl) comvlex array oI institutions bind­
ing these together. and Lhe social organization (and. ourselves) to them; 
holding society i11 tcnsio11 aud violence o! world war follo,~ing world 
war, c:oncentratiou camps and extermination camps of indifierent flags 
aud ideologies; mosl sign.ilicantly in tl1e systemalic, ruthless, even pm· 
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poselcss. destruction of the principle o[ lifo. tThe ideally adapted human 
today is composed. as it were. of a small small rore of liYing substance, 
surrounded b) a many timr.s larger mass of dead11ess, confusion, violence; 
co,ered complete]} br a hard thin shell of customs. habils, and com­
pulsions that constitute the dail) e("onomic rituals. the culture. cidliza• 
tion: this is the hasic disaster; the great bombs are consistent, but irow­
cally super0uous.) 

Living so: burdened. threatened. oppressed. exploited, enslaved, 
regimented. killed. and left tlh ing I for dead: for a century we have 
risen in rebellion, adamant in disobedience, joined as friends and neigh­
bors i11 solidarity and communil); Lhis hancl{ul of Anarchists; helieving 
firm!) that this need 11ol be, we 11eed not foe so, will be free. 

Our definition in space and time ]lccomes more exact now: the day 
after a century of w1mitigated disasters Lo movement, eomrades, friends, 
strangers: a handful still, scemi ngly forced to choose between illusion 
and despair: on the da) before other atomic fact:;;. amid the poteut 
demonstrations of giant nation-states planning our (incidental) extermi­
nation. And. seeming)) without reluctance, our neighbors perform the 
net·essat) labor: mass homicide, 1:,lavery. regimentation, and Lhc rest. 

These far-ts, the lacl of e, en individual refuge for survival alive, the 
unimpa. sioned murdering~ by our neighbors- are these nll there is? Are 
we lo withdran I<> museums ru1d study histories of the decay oI ci,iliza­
tions-or make peace, pact or armis1icf". so as to die a little later, in 
greater safoty? (but not the safel) of our selves). Or is it so, that there 
is \\ ork to do. joyful and rewarding work, and we ma) think and hope 
witl1out illusion or despair? 

There is this work, this illusionless, affirming thought, but it is easier 
not Lo see and do il. 

Assume a worsl: that it ,,ere so (if it were so), for example, thr.L 
our neighbors. e~eu our friends (our enemies cannot disappoint us as 
our friends card. arc. fore, er will be, as the:r are (\,hich we know Lou 
we! I) ; or. the same thing, Lhe prevailing social orders are immutable in 
their central principle o[ slaver): were this really so (some argue) our 
Anarchism has no mea11ing, we ought lo become one \\ilh the ideals and 
acl!, of the society and its population. No! Not so that a thing is better 
for being ine,itable; not so that our happiness and health would no 
longer depend on rejection oI Lrus social machine, its inhuman demand~, 
its suffocating terms: so, 011 the other hand, that a roan must be as free 
as he can. make a revolulion of indefinite (most possible) extension. 

Were it really so-son-1c argue this. too-that the mass is by nature 
docile. unrebellious, musl be led and herded, it then does not follow that 
we should lead, herd and slaughter them into our (former!) utopb. 
Even so. when we observe the State's seeming omnipotence, we cann<>t 
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become it~ sla,cs. master", or loyal oppos1l1on; again we orolect 
ourselves, shelter our friends, Ulldermine iL in its locus of power tminds 
of l>ubject:o). 

Or assume that no alten1ati, c Lo deslrucLion can he: Could we then 
he '·realists;· as we arc bidden to be, argue the relative merits of a bornb 
now or two years from 1101,; support l LhaL is, help create} a war. Le 
its soldiers, fabricaLe iLs weapons? ·o! i{ ow- belief is in life, c:omrnunil), 
a11d freedom. l\o ! nol b) participating in a lesser e, ii ( kil ling stranger~, 
lo the gain of our oppressors), but by rejecting all the e,,ils will we 
mitigate Lhem all. ( And [ den} Urnl we will nol one day abolish Lhcm ! ) 

Bui let m, not give these people the hest of the argument a moment 
mote! We are lrami11g; there is wo1·k to be done; we know (our friends 
disappoint us; bnt not always) from clay Lo day that there is ability for 
anoLJ,er life in us, our neighbors. stra11gers. 

Experience and our sdence tell us tlrnt the nature of man is not such 
.as sla, ery causes Lo appear. 

If, less than of old. we ha, e faith in Lhe virtue of propaganda. drama· 
tic insurrcc-tions, quic:k re, olution: less tltan of old, in the inevitability 
of mass anarchic rebellio11 lo economic mi~ery; if so, we haYe learned 
mud1 uf the power of di.reel action, immediate action1 personal action, 
group actiou, learning that what is revolutionary in lime of revolution is 
not so much street barricades but Lhe immediate revol utionary act: as 
the panish anarchists Laught us, a village or a factor) is enough. We 
have learned tJ1at as groups living the ethics and meaning of Anarchism 
we creale an Anarchist community in and as our movement. and demon• 
strale by tbis nc~, society our ideas, and their practicality. We have 
learned that as individual:, we do most b) this same living of ethics and 
meaning of Anai-cru1:,m. creating a new cnvironmenl for our non-Anarchist 
friends, creating the nc~, society. a new li£e. 

By daily acts of life we are more dePply angered, gifted with haired 
al a kind of life (as il is.I; rnorc deeply knowing, in our hf"arts. tl1at we 
must Ii, e different!}: more earnestly searching in each direction our 
strength allows mi, ,, ays and instruments and friends and comrades in a 
struggle which must have LJ1is form: the creation of new life, or con­
tinuing death. 

More urgent work, a finer goal, labor mo1·e consona11t with our pcrso11s 
and ideas, sure!) we crumot imagine. To those who wish immediale, 
simple, political answers lo atomic problems, we would seem to give no 
answer: but it is by ploLLing the utilitarian murder of a million strangers 
in a far-off city that one can inlerTene in this politics, guide the hands 
of States. We select, for our goals, other weapons : the strong desires 
and dreams of man, the strength and joy and magic o{ life. We can 
do t.his. 
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HOW LONG CAN CAPITALISM SURVIVE? 

BY M. P. T. ACHARYA 

Karl Marx was wrong in expecting the collapse of capitalism around 
18-18. Kropotkin was wrong in looking for widesp1·ead social re\ olution 
about 1905. Bul I have slrong belief that a general disintegration of 
capitalism is near- much nearer than lhe 111osl pessimislic adherent of 
lite cap italist s)Slem can imagine. That collapse can come about in one 
or another of Lwo ways: either without a war or after a war. 

If governments postpone a war hopi.ng that capitalism, sick and tot• 
teeing, will recover, they miscalculate. If the war dues not come soon, 
il will be impossible to carr} on a war later, for capitalism will have 
fallen in pieces hy thal Lime im,Lead of regaini11g its strength. There are 
two 11ay:, of going down and oul for capitalism: with war or without 
war. Ju either case, it is doo1ned. 

IC those ½ho are optimistic about the continuance of capitalism are 
l'orrccl in their conlenlion (and unfo1t1.1nately such optimists are more 
11umcrous in labor camps than among the capitalists), then there can be 
no hope for the coming of SociaHsm and therefore no use of any of us 
prcpai-ing for Socialism. If Socialism will not come for a long Lime. why 
try to create it? lL won't come i[ capitalism ca11 lao;t l011g. While capita­
lists ru·e having nervous breakdowns worrying about their own system, it 
appears that the ocialisls and Communists a1·e the only optimists with 
regard lo the continuance oI capitalism. 

Reasons for anticipating rapitalism·s early collapse are ready to 
hand. Capitalism is a wage system. even if Socialists can-y it on and even 
if Communists want lo carry it on. In fact. Lhey also are capitalists, [or 
they can maintain the Stales in which they live onl) with the help of the 
wage system. Bul the capitalists will bankrupt that S) stem so thoroughly 
that even the Socialists will nol be able lo sah age it. 

It is no longer 19] 7. "hich made possible the resuscitation of the 
wage-system and abortion of the Revolution in fiussia. The economic 
chaos in Stalin's <;ountry and the want o( food there are evidence that 
the wage-method is iu iLs last throes in the Soviet Union. A monolithic 
ecouomy is more diflicult to carry on with the wage-system than e,en the 
cliYidecl prfrate capitalist economy. Under private capitalism, the ruined 
capitalists act as shock absorbers in auy economic crisis. but in a totali­
tarian or monolithic economy, the shock affects Lhe whole set-up. 

Wbelher in Russia or elsewhere the wage-system, because it can be 
conducted only under the aegis of the Stale, leads lo reduction o.f con­
sumption, for the masses have lo pay a substanli.al portion of their 
earnings Lo maintain the Slate, and ns Lhe cost of such maintenance rises, 
they necessarily consume less and less. Added to this, it is out of the 
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pockets of the workers that musl come the money lo pa) for interest, rent, 
profits. and sales commissious involved in Lhe operation of capitalistic 
industries. Thus the wage-system constantly throttles conswnplion of 
commodities. And capitalism ine\ itabl) 11 ill abulish itself 1 ) ::,tra11gli111? 
c-onsumplion. Su 1dll Stale c:ap.ilalis,11 thal i:::. called Marxian Commu­
nism. If we do not believe thal the wage system live.,, on ils 011111 fat, then 
there is no use for Soc-ialism. for capitalism could continue for all time. 
Thal is \dull the Socialisl and Communist :\iarxians hope for. Othern·isc. 
their getting the State into their own bands will nol be possible. Theic 
hopes are based on their "ishes. 

While .\'1arx.ism has been tried in , a.dous forms C\ er) \1-here, the 
Anarchi~t theory, which is older than Marxism, has nol )CL been tested 
anywhere . • ow, with tlie impending smash-up of the 11age-syslem-made 
hopelessly bankrupt b) the capitalists themselves, t..here is only one feasible 
possibi li ly ahead. That i~ A narchi!,m. The time for Lestng Anarchist 
economics is nearer than ever. 

H or when the capi1afo1t C'ollapse comes, manl-i.nd ha,; before il unly 
two alternative,l-1\narchism or ('haos. That is thr perspective. It will 
depend on Lhe Anarchists themselves how far the) tan put the human race 
on the road to Anan·hist economics. 

Capitalism appears folly intrenched- bul only appears so. For it bas 
no rival. But that does not prove that it can sa""e itself, thanks Lo the 
wage-system and the steady reduction of commoruly-consumplion. Already 
it:. currenc} S)Stern has bee11 wrecked: there is 110 chance of revil'ing the 
gold !>Landard. Curreucie!> in pre!>ent use are fictitious. Yet I.he capilalists 
and thdr "'pom,un, i11 the halls of government LI") lo mai11tai11 the fiction 
by agreement. 

Capitalism is mv11e) economics. It can continue hr changing less 
money into more money; otherwise it is 10111. The cxdrnngc ol com­
modities is carried on 01tly a!i\ a mcaus of making less money into mon: 
money. both iulernall) and in foreign trade. \low all countries arc en­
deavoring to sell more and more goods abroad in 01·dcr lo earn more 
money with less money. because in internaJ trade sales \,ill mean only 
the laking of mo1·e and more money from the wage-earners, thus re­
ducing their power Lo pu1·chase and consume. lrlternal trade alone cannot 
keep capitalism goiug. \Tow the capitalists of all nations are impelled Lo 
resort to the same trick, if they can do it: sell more to other countries 
and buy le;:s from abroad. Otherwi!'e, there will be less and less money 
inlernally. This means 1ha1 more and more countries cannot buy or sell: 
and this will cut the ground from under capitalism and the wage system. 

Today the world is nearer lo a single capitalist economy than it ever 
was. That is the great difficulty and danger llrnt capitalism faces. It is 
like Lhe right hand trying to sell lo the left hand and get profits-or the 
right trying Lo put some money into 1he left pocket il1 order to take oul 
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more moM.y. lL c-annol be done. All the international economic and trade 
c-onferences called in Lhe;;e days are motivaled hy at1xiety about lhis 
danger. But the conferees fiud themselves unable lo agree, since each 
counlq wants to make the other countries pa) profit!' that tlwy cannot 
afford lo pay. 

Capitalism \\ill be '•tied up'" whether Socialists are prepared for the 
!'iluation or nol. lf it cloes not cease existing there can be no hope of 

ocialism coming aud no use foi- ii. Capitalism ,\ill collapsr c,en without 
a general strike for social revolution. Otlierwise. let us not think of 

orialism at all. Lt would he onl} intellectual delectation without all}' 
practical use. :vfany SoC'ialists appear to have the alliLUde tl1al "it will 
come some da) anyhow:• so wh) worry about the situation? But capital· 
is111 "ill rrash about their heads with a deafening roar. It will be 100 

late the11 Lo think of ocialism. 
ocialism and Anarchism ure ahead oI us, or chaos. ever mind hnw 

soon. If the great collapse is lo come, it is up Lo Socialist~ and Anar• 
chists 10 prepare for it, even if ii should come uext month or next week. 
But according Lo all preseul indications, we seem to welcome chaos rather 
than Socialism aud Anarchism. 

A11an:hi:sm and Anar<·hisls must be ready with a scientiticall) workable 
plan. For Ana.rch.i5ts. Anarchism is Sf11unymous "'ith scientific economic.;;. 
For such economics inC\ itablv make anarchic l non-state I c·onditions 
essential. But we Anarchists ;nust formulate a scientifically workable 
social economjc plan which "ill be for the benefit of all-an economic 
blue-print that will be acceptable even lo 11011-Anarc:hists who do not care 
for Anru·dlism. \Ve must not offer Lhal program as an Anarchist plan. but 
onh as scientific social economics, ,\hith are easily understandable to 
all ~11d which ,dll benefit all per$0l1S equally. We must deduce Anarchism 
from scientific economics, and c,ho" Lliat ii is im;;c>parable from scientifit 
economic;:. 

People generally arc> bound together more b) bread 1han 1) Irecdorn, 
although Ior Anarchists bread and freedom are identical. While freedom 
ma) have different meanings for different people, bread has the same 
meaning for all. Gread and economic well-being. Economics being 
material, there cannot he absolute freedom. How to mak.e the best ot 
economii-s for the well-being of all \\ithoul exi;eption is the ouly thing 
that can be attempted toda)'. That is the limit of freedom. Outside of 
economic possibilities there can be no freedom. 

'Toda) people are bound Lo hear how they can assure their living 
from birth Lo death, though they do not care for freedom. But they hope 
thal the wage systein will not be abolished. They arc victims of c,eryone 
who promises higher "ages, whether they really get a better income 01 

not. Anarchists must say that we cannot live any longc1· by the wage­
S) ::,lem, whet.her we wanl it or not, for th.at system will eventually lead 
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to economic collapse even if sponsored b) Socialists or Communists. 
Therefore those who promi!'e higher wages are quacks. humbugs, and 
deceivers. 

\Ve have no solution for the great exisLing economic problem within 
the wage-system. nor has anyone else. Only rogues a!:lserl that Ibey have. 
Toda) there is no rnlidit1 in an) battle for .improvement of wages, but 
onl) in striving for abolitio11 of wages. All else is illusion and delusio11. 
The syndicalists musL not let thcnisclvcs gel entangled m lhe struggle for 
wage increases. if the) want Lo prepare for social rf', olution. The days 
for such struggle are over. People nm, 1\Ta111 l(l hold Lo their jous and 
lo prt'lserve whatever \1 ages they can gel; I here are too man) ot11ers 
waiting lo take those jobs al even less wages if they are Yacated. ft is 
a waste of time to battle for higher wages. Either we abolish the wage• 
system or we go down with capitalism and Bolshe\ism. There is no third 
alternative. 

Before us there is one huge. over-all question. and no partial questions. 
The wage s1ruggle. t1·ade unio11 m0\Cmcnts, agrarian problems, colonial­
ism. present-da) democrae), e,·en the struggles against tale Communism 
and Fasf·isun, do not exist in the total problem confronting us. Those 
struggles 1,ill have their adherents. but Lhe) cannot help even themselves 
-for the \1hole capitalist S)Slem from the Fascist to the Bolshevik form!-. 
based as the) are on the wage-method, is crad.-ing and is bound to crash. 
IL is the special business or the Anarchists to point this out. If another 
global war comes. they cannot prevent it, and if a general economic 
crash has Lo come the} cannot avert that either. Let others waste their 
Lime over the parlial capitafo,L problems- and there are mml) individuals 
who squander their hours on partial problemi,,. The chief concern of 
Anarchist;, is with the Lolal jJroblem; After the capitalistic collapse, 
which carmol be followecl even b) Bolshevism. what should 1>eople clo '? 
And how shall we make them understand what the) should do'? 

Many voices still cry against exploitation by capitalism. But if capi­
talism collapses, no ne11 exploitation through the wage-system will be 
possible. \Ve may ha,e banditry and murders on a large scale, but 
compelling people Lo work for wages will become impossible. That is 
how 1 envisage the future. We may all die of starvation but we will not 
be wage-sla,e,.,. Countless men and women are still willing lo be wage­
slaves, but will have no chance to be after capitalism falls. 

The capitalists dig their ow11 graves with the wage-system, whether 
the workers desire it or not. but that is no consolation to the millions of 
wage-sla,·es. ln fact, they are afraid of the day when the capitalists will 
be gone. For they do not know how lo live beyond that turning point. 
Here is rich opportunity for Anarchists to point the way-provided that 
they formulate a workuhle, scientific social and econon:tic program. It 
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mar already be loo lale to propagate such a plan, for we are nearer lo 
chaos than to ocialism. But eertatnl} an atlempl should be made-lo 
the exclusion of everything else. 

Bombay. t,ulfo 

THE RIGHT TO SELF-DETERMINATION 

BY JOSEPH J. COHEN 

Words are bound to be the fo·st victims in an} era of great social 
disturbance. Their meaning and c·onte11l are interprnle<l in various way:. 
depending on the Bllglc from which the person or group using them looks 
al the Lrend of general development. 

Viewed iu the liuht of the ,,anishing pasl, in which subjugatccl national 
<>roups were [orcih~ held together in the Bapsburg Empire of Auslria, 
~r in the Ottoman Empire o( Turkey, Lhe right lo self delermi11atio11 of 
nalions, promulgated b} Pre:,ident Woodrow Wilson iii his historical 
Fourteen Points. appeared a progre$sive step leading to greater freedom 
and a helter chance £or I.he peaceful development of international re­
lations. To the nalious 011 the checker board of Europe al the conclusio11 
of the first World War, I.he right lo self determiualion appeared to be a 
just solution o{ the many comp lex problems arising out of the breaking 
up of the giga11tic c-ombinalions of empires competing for supremacy in a 
world of powe1· polilics. 

But when we study this problem from present-day exper·ience and Lhe 
standpoint of the new social order slowly but sw·ely emerging from the 
chaos o[ repealed world wars, we find the solution proposed by President 

Wilson is in realily a stumbling block to lasting peace. 
Parceling of each continent into separate hegemonies walled in by 

guarded boundar) lines, tariffs. competing valu1a and restrictions against 
foreigners, Lends Lo insulate lhc peoples of the earth into antagonistic 
nalional sovereignities. suspicious o( one ai1other and hostile to e, erythi11g 
cloaked in unfamiliarity. 

The small. independent governments in Europe, created b) L11e treaty 
o{ Ve:-baille:. ab a re.,ult oI Pr~sidenl Wilson ·s formula, did 1101 contribute 
Lo the :oolulion of a single one 0£ the problems confronting the western 
world al 1.haL Lime. Rather did the problems become more complicated. 
The racial groups o{ Europe are so intcg1·ated and blended lhal nothing 
sholl of uprooting and resettling whole populations could separate them 
into their component parts. Whether they like it or not, they nmst live 
together. And any encouragement toward separatism. toward self-determi­
nation, is bound to lead lo more harm than good. 

The baneful tendency of the right lo sef f-cleterminalion manifesterl 
itselr in lhe newly created slates which had ewecl their very existe11ce to 
the promulgation oJ the principle. i\o sooner had they become autono­
mous than they began lo limit the rights of their minorities. Poland, 
whith hacl suffered oppression unde1· lhe Russian tsar, the German kaiser, 
a11d the Austrian emperor. immediate!) set oul to oppress, and curtail the 
freedoms of, millions of Jews and Ukrainians who had lived within her 
borders since time immemorial_ The same thing happened in Yugoslavia, 
Czechoslovakia, Latvia, and all the other newly created states. 

The t:lJlll"epl that a nalio11 is endowed with the ri1?;ht Lo <lelenn.i11e it~ 
de.,Li11) and n::gulale unhindered the coudiLirms of life within ils terriloty 
is based on the outworn prindplc of absolute right to propert) and on 
the Iallac} that the rights of a nation are parallel to that of Lhc famil). 
Since the law rt>cognizes 1he indi, idual's right Lo own and dispose uI 
property in his own wa). people are willing to grant the same right to a 
11ation. The result is demonstrated in A usb·alia, "here 7,500,000 people 
oecup) ing a lerritoq nearly as large as the United States, by reason of 
their right of self-determination. do 11ol permit people lo sellle there 
unless the latter qualify in ct'rtain lin1itecl classifications. 1n like manner, 
the 13.000,000 citizens of Canada occupying an area much larger than 
the lnited ~tales feel justified in shuuing Lheir doors against newcomer:::. 

Yet this is absurd. IL can find no support in morals. ethics. or huma11 
usage based 011 all) principle other than forc-e. And any social arrange­
ment dependinjo!; sold) on force musl iiooner or later leaJ lo conflict aud 
u Le:ot of a,m~. We arc slo,d) coming Lo realize that, if we are lo suni,.:. 
our existence will depend on the unification of the people:, of the ,1 orlJ 
and their integration into one [amil). One w01/d or 11011e i~ rwl mercl) a 
well sounding plu-asc. it i1:1 the sine qua non imposed upon our race b) il!'I 
historical developmcnl and Lhe invention of such tools of deslruclion as 
the atom bomb und gas and bacterial warfare, \\'hic·h thrcalcn Lo annihi­
late us aJI. E, er} cfTort to divide and sf'parale human beings. even when 
ba$ed Oil the mosl idealistic of slogans, is a step backward and u hind-
1·a11ce lo progress. 

By the vny nature and logic of its concept. the right Lu self-<lelermii1a­
tion is applicable 0111} to the basic human unit composing society. the 
individual. He i,; perfect!) juslified in claiming for himseH freedom of 
aetiou and conduct with lhe sole qualification of nol infringing upon the 
1·igbls of others, and being willing lo limit his freedom by the equal right 
Lo Creed om of his 11eighbor. Large groups of peoples, \1 hole nations or­
ganized ai. sovereign slate~. based as they are on compulsion and guided 
h) raison d' eta/, can hardly be expected to do justice to the term. Any 
recourse to the right of self-determination on their parl must briug only 
discredit lo a principle once cherished b)' well-meaning idealists. 
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ANARCHISM AND AGRICULTURE 

BY GASTON LEV AL 

In The Conquest of Bread and in his other famous work, Fields, Fac­
tories, and /Porks/tops, Peter Krop0Lku1 dwelt al length upon the problem 
of agriculture. Unfortunately his studies in thal sphere have not been 
followed up, and one may safely slate that our movement, in this regard, 
holds some gcnernlized ideas which are vague and, whaL is more serious, 
rather one-sided. 

. 'Ow it i.s certain that the solution of the agricultural problem, from 
the libertarian point of view. cannot he identical for all countries 11or. 
frequentl>. the same for any giYen country in all its ;regions. Topograph) 
a11d rlimale, which determine the lype of , egetat:iou; the mentaliL) of the 
inhab1Lanls and their needs-all Lhese factors combine to hring it about 
that. al least for a rather lengthy period, post-revolui--ionar) developments 
are quite di,·erse. 

For example, the £armer of France, and also in the United Stales- -
from what I have reoc.l on various occasions-is profoundly individuaJis­
tic. The col lecti\'ization o( the land and cultivation in commou, such as 
was done in Spaiu during the rc1 olulionary J>eriod from 1936 lo 1939, 
t·ould nol he canied out in those Lwo countdes-al least not so rapidly. 
El en in Spain, lhP great majority of Catalan farn1Prs, fundamentally indi­
vidualistic:. proved rccalritrant toward socialization, and the successful 
alternpls carried out in that direction are computed al perhaps ahout 
thirt) out of a Lotal of 1,500 in that part of the com1Lry which the anti­
Fascists helci in their hands at the beginning of 1936. 

Bakunin full) understood the difficulties of lbe problem when, during 
the discussions held al the First International. he recommended "abolition 
of the right of inheritance:' When the Marxists proceeded to ridicule 
his propo~al he replied that an) attempt to abolish small-scale property 
immediately after the Re,olution would prmoke armed resistance ou the 
parl of the peasants and would ha,·e lo be imposed upon them hy Corce: 
that this would be tantamount lo the employment of reactionary means 
and \\Ould signiI) Lhe death of the Revolution. However, he added, by 
doing away with the right of inheritance, you are pre\'enting property 
from being passed on from fa ther to son. and thus the succeeding genera­
tion will be Lrul )' a Socialist one. 

I do not believe that oue can adopt any single method, since, as I 
stated before, there are cotrntries and regions where socialization can be 
carrif'd out from the \'Cry begiuning. and others where that is impossible. 
But the C'ompromise solution offered hy Bakunin demonstrates how com­
plex this problem is. 
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Ne, erlheless. Social isl Anarchists gencrall) are of the opinion that- -
regardless of lhe means employed Lo attain the goal- work on the soi l. as 
well as in factory, miucs. transportation. public utilities, etcelera. ought 
to be done in common, Lhal is by more or less numerou,, groups of men, 
dcpcndiug on the natural, humau. and lechnological conditions al hand. 

This ,iewpoint rests upon reasons ,~hich are of a moral aud practical 
character at the same lime. First of all Moral. since the iso laLion of the 
,,orkcr of the soil Lends lo pre<:ervl.' in him a narrow and selfish mind, 
impelling him Lo rely entirely upon his own resources- a kind of men­
tality liule adapted for sociabilil) or sentiments of solida rity. without 
\1hich mrn nearl) ah1ays come to regard one another as enemies. Prac­
tical also, be<'ause utilization of lhe lools of work which science and 
lcchnolog) ha,e placed at our disposal is virLualJy beyond Lhe reach of 
the isolated £armer. Production j,, ad,·ersel) alJected and ma11 is compen­
sated far less for h1s owu effort. 

lf one anal~ zcs the output of the small, medium-sized. aud la1 ge 
land-holding for the same products and under like conditions of ferlili~y 
a11d clirnale, uni,ersaJ experience i,how~ that it is always the large-scale 
µro_µert} \\hit'h nllu11s the greatest reward for man. It is in large•sc:ile 
cntet·pri,es ,,here machines arc usecl mosl exlensi,ely Lhat output per 
a1:re is greale:,l. which in tum makes for Je;,s expensi I e production costs. 
Jt i~ in holdings of considerable scope that, c·omparalivelr speaking, t.he 
effort expenclcd for an equal outpul i.s the lo,,est. 1L is on Lhe vast plains 
c,r Canada. the l nitcd States, Argculina, Austrnl ia- where the a,,ernge 
funning area is incomparably greater Llian thal of European couutries­
that ,, heal. t.hc ke) ag1·icuhnrnl crop, is vroduceci at a for lower cost. 
Bel ween a counlry like F rru1ce. where Lhe a, er age surface of a farrn 
holding is hut ni11c hel'lares. and the United States. 11here it is 78 bee 
tares or about 195 acres. il is onl)' natural that in the laltPr country 
forming is le:.s col!! I}. 

The large-scale farming projPct- whelher it he c·apitalistic or sociali­
slie. is thrreforc the most desirable from the standpoint of the best u1ili­
zalio11 of teeh11ologieal device;, "hich it makes possible. The Campbell 
Compa11r in the Uniled States which cultivates some 20,000 acres of land 
with l 50 11 orkcn,. is a striking example of this principle. One single 
worker for fift) •lhree hectares! l\or is this phenomenon peculiar to the 
United States nor lo Canada onl) . 

The agrarian --collectives·' of Spai11 ha,e confirmed our thesis. Tr1 

Aragon. where Lhe proximity of the baule-fronL led to mobilization of an 
a,erage of forty oul of every ]00 111e11, and those Ll1e mosl rolms1- whicl1 
rcpreseuled 11ol less than fifty percent of Lhe available energy iu normal 
limes- the amount of cuilin1Led grou11d was i11ueased b) thirt} percenl, 
thauks to the fu ller use of technological de, ices, to greater speed .,f 
culli,·alio11. and Lo greater productiYity per man. And also, it was possible 
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lo assign a part o[ the labor crew to the const.ruclion of pig-sties, stables, 
connecting roads, artesian wells. poultr)' yards. orchards. and the like. 

The superiority of the large-scale enterprise over the small one is 
such that l am com'incecl, from the point of vie1\ of output, large-scale 
o\\11crship is preferable to the small type, evrn in a society 1\bere the 
exploitation of one man by another will ha,·e disappeared. I also n:n 
convinced that in our pre;;ent-day society the salaried worker in a big 
enterprise is heller off tJ1an the miuor proprietor living in primitive 
fashion rather precariously on his small patch o{ laud . 

l n the two , olu111es I mentioned at the outset of this e:.say, Kropotkin 
upheld intensive fanning. First in The Couquesl uf Bread he endeavored 
to prove I.hat if Paris were isolated h) a counter-re, olution, the siugie 
Departments or Lhe cine am.I of Seine-el-Oise would be sufficient Lo Leed 
Lhat city by uLiliz-irag aJI the ,1d1antemcnt made h) modem agriculture. 
]n Fields, Factories, and Workshop~ his idea assumes greater scope. rfo 
Lakes his point of departure from a humanilarian concept of the economy. 
Ile holds that iL ib necessar) Lo integrate intellectual and manual work, 
a,- well as industrial and agricultural operations. 

Cnfortunatcly. in order lo corroborate his Lhesis, Kropotkin endeavors 
lo fH01 e, witJ1 I.he aid of statistics, Lhal intensi,e cultivation, which wou]d 
make it possible to decentralize agriculture and lo integrate the largest 
possible numher of fanu holdi11gs in 011e area, also po~sesses Lhe ad­
, antage of being less cost!) than exlensive cullivalion. Statistics of a 
partial nature appear lo justif} his position. An i1ll'estigalion of th,. 
problem on a world-wide scale, however. refutes his thrsis. lntensiv•! 
c·ultivation mobilizes too man) technological devices and cquipmei1t of 
an aux.iliaxy nature, and proportionately requires an excessively large 
number of workers. or a disproportionate expenditure of energy, to be 
defensible from Lhe purel) economic point of ,·iew. 

But iL is an indisputable fat.:L that the extensfre IYJ>C presents some 
adrnntages of a pure!} human sort. firsl o! all. men engaged in tilling 
Lhe- !'nil, in sowiug ,,heat or cereal grains of any kind. in tending this 
"heat aml han rsling il; men who a re accuslomecl Lo dwell in the im­
meusities of space where one sees nothing but wheat fields, corn fields, 
vegetaliles or cotton-lead a monotonous existence and are in no way 
enriched intelleclually bJ their toil. On Lhe other hand, men who uol 
oul r produce whcaL but also tend frui t trees. grow , egetables. raise lil c 
stock and. when circumstances permit, also wield the hammer, the plane, 
or the saw, unquestionably, derive from lheir work a certain mental en­
richment and even an inuer psychic ~alisfaction. 

Ecouornically, therefore, Krupolkin's concept is w1tenable. Bui from 
the human standpoinl it is highly defensible. However, its application 
depends on the possibilities of every spot, every region and country. 
AhoYc a ll. that application cannot be one-sided. Geography is a fact. 
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One dors: not endP,11or to caw,e wheal to grm, - at lrasl ii \\Ould hr folh 
Lo trr it-in 111ountainous terrain. But it is possible lo cu hivate vine) ards 
there. or oli, r groves. prm ided that the cl imate is suitable. l nder 
present agricultural couditions one cru111ot raise c-o tlou in F rance, weden. 
or Cauada. nor L·offee in German}. Decentralization of agriculture i;; 
therefore possible onl) on a limited scale. But where,·er it is possible, it 
is certain ly lo be recommended Crom the human point of view. For in a 
. oria lisl eronom,. e,en if it wrre less produ('tive. thr benefits o[ a ma­
let ia l nature brought about h) a ~·hange in regimes \\Ould ampl} com­
JJt'llSale for losses c-au1:,ed b) ··h.ur11a11izatio11·' of the agrarian cc:ono111). 

Two great historir examples, Lhc RussiaJt and Lhe Spanish Revolu• 
Lions. shed valuable light on this subject as precedents. The compulsory 
coileclil izalio11 effected in Russia has transformed vast Lracls o[ land into 
H·ritable •'factories or \\heat.'' or T)e or or rnrn, accordfog lo the termi­
nolog) adopted there. But it also has dehumanized the economy, so much 
;,u that it is the mechanics. Lbe drivers o[ tractors, the heads of the 
machine repair shops. ancl the lib.e. who dominate agriculture and the 
farmers. Ln Spain, on the contrary,. the altempt was made to integrate <\O 

far as possible the e11tire economy of each , illage. of each l'ollectil e farm. 
in :,uch fa~hiou. that every, member of a "collel'live'' Look turns in growing 
cereal grains. rai::;in~ \ egetables or fruits, or raising Ji, es tock. 

E, er) , ill age or every collective form project tended lo constitute a 
miniature world o[ its own, united ,,ith the others, )Cl unfoldjug tl1e 
wide,..1 possible range of ac·ti, ities it.self. l'\aturally such an arrangement 
depended ah,t1, as it depends and will continue Lt) depend. on natur:tl 
possibilitie~. There are areab \\hich can produce nothing but wheal. or 
, ine) ards, or pasturage. \'Chere tlwre Jails a11 a, erage rainfall o( l.rJ 
millimelers t.062992 of an iul'hl per yrar. it is Cruitless lo try lo obtain 
cPreal grain« or oranges. An ahundanc-e of grass makes possible the 
de\clopmenl of stoek raising. Integration is lherefor<>. one may safely 
affirm. a tendeuc-; t.hc appl ication of which depends upon geological and 
clirnatic factors 11hich shot1 ld never be disregarded. 

But we are Ii, ir1g today nrnre and more on a ,~orld-1, ide scale. The 
wodd is hec-oming increasing!) a vast economic unit, and conti nents and 
peoples are more than rver bdore interdependenl. One may decentralize 
certain I) pes or production, hul in propo1 lion a;, humau needs expand in 
quantity and variet) of products, other centralizations or coucru1lraLions 
become either necessary or inC\ itahle. J have ciled coffee. cotton. olives, 
and oranges; and one shou ld add lo the list lemons, cau1c 1·aisi11g1 froin 
which not onl) meal i~ obtained but also milk, butter, tallow. leather. 
and other b) •producls. Thus there exists an interdependence among all 
nations; and the agrarian econolll). and £or Lhal maller the industrial 
econ0lll). must be approached from the global point oI vie"'· 
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Bakunin. in his day. alrcad) recognized lhe need for a federation of 
all lhe peoplei; of the earlh. both for \\ork and for a <'Omrnon existen!'e. 
·wurld economic: inlegralion is therefore one aspecl of 1J1e agrarian econ-
0111). In a sanely orga11ized world the farmers of lhe lnitf'd States. 
Canada, Australia, ArgP11li11a, and Rui;sia, should produce for their breth­
ren in Africa, Japan, or Ital). Bul capilaJist sociely and Lhe spirit of 
narrow naLionalism pre\'e11L such soLi<larity or else confine it to purely 
c:ommercial purposes. 

for Jll) part I hold that so long as productio11 has not been brought 
up to a level making it possible to satisI> the needs of all human beings 
that iuhabil the globe, specialized husbandry or fanning i~ a uec·e.-,sity, 
since it is the most advantageous economically. as its operation in tl1i, 
L nited Slate~ demonstrate~. Yet 011c realizes that this system present:s 
other olijeclionahle featuret-. Diversified Carmin/!;. or what might be 
termed "polyculture.'' nol onl) offers Lhe ad-vantage of aJ1 infinitely more 
abundant spiritual satisfaction hut what is more-in lhc presence of the 
calamities of nature such as droughts. killing frosts, and disease, it make .. 
it possible for the fam1cr lo lose perhaps his wheat crop, his harvest of 
grapr:; or apples, "ithout being ruined thcrebr, since Lhe other product-, 
of his farm allo,~ him lo fulfill his most urgent needs. 

Similarly, iI a sudden catastrophic decli11c in prices occur1,, the pro­
ducer ,d10 1·ullirntei;. no1.hing hut cereal graim;, 1 ineyards. he('ls, coffee, 
or t·acao, lwcomes Lhe complete , ietim of sut·h a situalion. 111 order that 
large-scale, 1.pecialized agricultural pursuits sueh as that of eollon i11 u1e 
\rgentine Chaco. dates in Eg)pl, or rice in ]ndo-China. can be maiu­
tained, it i!I essential that. as un example o[ uni, £>rs.ii solidarity. th.., 
region which ma} be a ,·irlim of lhc 1agaries <1I nature should be im­
mediate]) supported and ~uc:corcd b)' the olher rrgions. Since this cannot 
c-ome to pas,; under a capitalistic order. one oflcn has rc<'011rse to ··poly­
c:ulLure .. 1 multiple crops) en·n al lhe 1'>.pensp Qf lowl'r ) ielcl;;. and of a 
greater sc-arcil) oi products for humanit) as a II hole. 

Integration. or co-ordina1ion on a 11orld-ll'idc scale is therefore 011L 
of the qucslion under the present system. The inLernationalizaLion of ag­
rirnhurc implies not u11ly the cli111i11ation o[ l"apilalism. bul also the 
abolition of those nationalist prejudices to which the peoples of the earth 
are :,Li 11 t;O :,lrougl) addicled. 

Local l·o-ordi11ation. ur a large-scale specialized farming operatiun 
dictated IH natural conditions and the needs o{ humanity-which must 
be salisfic~l regardless of all doctrines-working lhe sojl in common. 
C'Ommon possession of the soil and of, the implements of work; all the1>c 
arc no less necessary. The social principle is paramount. regardless of 
eondilions of productivity. J1 is a fact that this principle will he more CH" 

lees capable of fulfillment. In overpopulated countries. where it is neeel:I· 
Sill'} Lo toil upo11 the sides and slopes of the mountains, on strips of land 
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_,un ounded by !:'loue,, or rocks. colleclil'c work cannot be carried out 011 

the same :,cale, or al least not i11 the same Ia:,hion as on Lhe immense 
plains of the kraiuc or the Pampas. Th.is fact we cannot escape. But 
whatever can be done in common \~ill he <lone. And whatever yield is 
obtained will be :-hared in common. \d1ich i~ the essential thing. 

How is Lhis ideal lo be realized? The limits of my !realise will nol 
permit me to clahorale as I should like on this question. which may be 
approa~·hed under L\\ o aspec~: fa, orable human conditions. and un­
fo, orable ones. Let us consider unfavornblc l·onditions. where the farmer 
displa) s individualistic mental it). IL is dear lhal in sud1 a case sociali­
zation tan not be imposed b) force. JL ,, ould, howevei-. be neccssar) tn 
accomplish as mul·h 1mt·ialization as possible. and to continue to press in 
that dirf'c:tion. On large holdings- \\Orked by a paid personnel, that 
would be Ca5): namel) b) ~E'lling up. following Lbe exprop1:iation. 
managprnenl commillef'<; named b} and composed of the workers, culli­
valors. and technicians. 

But \\haL aboul thP small-,:c•ale farms? The difficulty J1ere is consider­
able. Forlunatrl) the evolution o{ i;otiely is on our side to help us. and 
Lbus the problem 1\ill br sohed. An intermediate device meanwhile has 

ai isen, and has gained a foothold iJ1 many pa1ts oi the world. notabl) in 
France a11d the United States. We are referring to the co-operatives, 
"luch are eo11s1antl) increasing in importance. 

111 ~pile or all its moral and social shortcomi11gs, Lhe eo-operati,·e at 
lea::,t pm,::,co.ses the merit u[ acrnstorning 1lie isolated farmer to w1ite with 
others for the purdrnse of machines or for their utilizaliun. Iur the pur­
cha::,e o[ seed:;, fcr1ili1.cr. eteelera: for the sale of 1heir products as 11el1 
as for their preserraticm, for the u.sc ur refrigeration roomio. for the 
prm·ticr- of artificial inseminaliun. for the care lo lie gh en to animal,,, 
and fur the slaughter of Lhc lallcr. These collective practice::; help Lo 
germinate a spirit of sociabilit)-a high!) imporlant aC"bievemenl. 

Let us suppose that a rewJlulion breaks out in a <:ounlf) ,,here small­
scale landed propcrt) predominates, or where at least it is sufficiently 
impurtant to hinder the course of the revolution if the 01\11crs should 
oppo::,e il. The co-operatives. brin~ "collecti,,e'' eutilies though composed 
of separate indi, iduals. could deal with the i.nduslrial c·olleclh e entiLie,; 
of the c·il ie::-. Thus these c·nl lcc·ti\E• forms of endea, or might JHOceed to 
ex<'hange or dislrihulP their respedive products. Then, gradually, in thl' 
face of the evide11cc of grPater oulpul, of greater contentment and secui,:ity 
cnjo)cd by each me111ber and his famil), the example of the agrafrrn 
collet·tive farms would finally win o,er lhe recalcitrant oues. 

But at an) raie the co-operatives. through lhe more enlightened social 
spirit \1hich they mauifest. would sa,e the cities from being blockaded 
L) hu11ger. :mrh as is Lo be £eared from every revolution. a11d against 
whith armed expeditions II ould avail nothing. 
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CAPlTALISM, TOTALITARIANISM, 
AND LIBERTARJAN SOCIALISM 

BY AUGUSTlNE SOUCHY 

With the help of Le('hnology and industry. c-apitalis111 has ac·hie,ed 
a prodigious accumulation of material wealth. However. thii. newly 
created wealth has been eoncenlrated in the hands of privile~ed classe-;. 
The lahoring masses ha, e remained in a state of poverL). This is what 
consti tutes the historic crime or caµitalism. 

Follo,\iug the proclamation of human rights toward the enrl of the 
eighteenth century, socinl injustice was felt more deepl} than e,er befo1e. 
A11 e11ha11ced 1·onsciousnes& of personal dignit) on the part uf I.he indi­
' idual. and class consciousness among the lo" er sLraLa of the people. 
<'ame Lo life. A resurgent reaction pro, eel powerless Lo stem the social 
ITI0\<etnent or emant•ipalion. 

In the re, oluLionar> mo, ement of 18..18 Lhe ocialisL throrelician:i 
made an attempt Lo transform societ) by mean,; of re\olution. Thr~ 
ac·bie\l•d but sl igh I success. Their demands made ver) slow headway. 
In the period II liil'h followed . eC'ooomic liberaLion of the proletariat 
became the militant objcc.;ti, e and baule-cr) of the social•minded labo:: 
movement. B) di11l oI a desperate slrugglt> the workers imprO\·ecl their 
standard of living. The goal of the social•rcrnlutionar) demands was tu 
reeon~LiluLe sol'iCL} upon a new foundation. 

Exercise of polilic.;al ri~hts i11 the ILheral slate of Lhe 1m:1:t:di11g century 
had been the exdu~h e prerogative oI the owning class. Those who had 
no proprrt) possessed nu .-ight,-. In spite of revolutions and high-sounding 
slogans ahonl heedom, social injustic,es remained inlrcnched. ~0Lwitl1-
standing the technical advancement Lhal had been recorded. reactionary 
gO\Crnmenls 11ielded power; nnd despite the piling up of wealth. mass 
po, erty persisted. 

Throughout Lhis period rnrial reformers devised plan;, for a11 equilable 
distribution of national resources and for a more just social organization. 
Thus Saint Simon proc·laimecl labor ai: Lhe foundaLiou of modern so~ie~. 
Fourier proposecl the reorganization of soeiet) into economic phalans­
teries-small rommuaities. each c·omprising about 2.000 pcr!'cms living 
in common. Cahet belie, ed Lhat social justi(•f' cou ld be realized through 
aulhoriLa rian communism. l{oherl Owen turned hii: factor)' over lo his 
workers, a:ncl thus heeame the founder of ro-operalives. Proudhon SUf!· 

gesLed reforms of the monetary a11d credit systems. His aim was a com­
plete socia l democracy. and a social order without sovereignty. Karl 
Marx advanced the theory thaL capitalism must of necessit) turn into 
~oeialism through j_nternal laws of evolution. 

l 11 der the influence o( political•socialist ideas the working class 
demanded the right of parlicipaliag in the legislature and the shaping o[ 
the st.ale. In Creal Britain Lhe CharLisLs fought for Lhe exlension o:f dcmo­
<:raLic rights to I.he entire population. In France- and subsequently in 
other countries, the labor parties demanded equal. secret, and direct 
suffrage. Poli_tical equaliL) of rights for everybody. and Lhc right o( the 
workers Lo assemble nncl organize free l), became the slogan o:f Lhe limes 
at the end of the nineteenth centur). The members of the "'third estate·· 
wanted Lo become free citizens. 

The libc.n\l stale had granted its t1l1zens far-reaching liberties. BuL 
social i11justice had made these libertie;;: worthless for 1.he masses. lnas­
much as the state did not interfere with the economy nor "ith the soei'al 
life of its citizens. capitalists were able lo enrich themselves ,-ithoul iuLer­
ferenee. through ruthless exploitation of the workers. The proletariat was 
dependent upon the merC) and favor of Lhe rich. Working hours were 
long, wages inadequate. Women and children were Lhe objects o{ exploi­
tation of capitalistic greed. Craftsmen bec.;ame factor) workers and had 
Lo ab,rndon ever) hope ol going i11to businC$S for themselves. The workilig 
class had hern degraded lo Lhc proletariat. using that Lenn in its gcncrnH~ 
accepted sense. 

The soc:ialist-lab,,r pal'ties demanded governmental prolec-li\C~ 
measures Lo counteract capitalistic exploitation. These demands fouutl 
willing cars. Jn all countries laws were passed Lo protect the working 
classes. (;nder pressure from the masses working hours were reduced by 
law: cmplo}ees were insured h) statute against disabilily, sickness, and 
-0ld age. ln ::\Ome counu·ies even unernµloymeul compensation and paid 
vacations were go,erned hy law. Thus the ,-Lale bai; changed its character. 
The lihcral stale oI the nineleenth cenLlU-), 1d1ich was a pure insLrument 
of power o( Lhe rufo1g class, has changed into Lhe social \I eHarc slate o{ 
the twentieth ccnlur), eontrolliug and parliall) taking care oI the suh­
jec-Ls from the cradle lo the gra1·e, alLernatcly using or abusing them for 
its purpose of bringing about an increase of national power. 

Simultaneously Lhe slate made itseH also the ow-ner of large economic 
enterprises. The bcgim1i11g "as made in Germany. Bismarck socialized 
railroads and the µosLal and telegraph systems. I alionalisLs and mili­
tarists in other cotmtries followed in Lhe footsteps o( Lhe German example. 
l\umerous enterprises founded ,,ith prfrale capital were placed under 
slate rontrol. The slate became a large-scale capitalist. 

The Mai-xist parties championed the LCJ1deneies toward socialization, 
In Lhis de, elopment they saw a coufinnation of their o,m Lbeories. They 
declarecl that all private large enLerp1·ii>es were "ripe for nationalization", 
i.e., for the slate taking I.hem o,·er. ln Russia the revolution of I.he Bolshe­
vik part) in 1917 offered an opportunity to realize completely I.he Ma1·x-
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Ellgels program. After the party ascended to political power, land aml 
the means of production were declared to be the properly of the stat~. 
Pri1 ate t'apitalism was eliminated and replaced by stale capitalii,m. 

The Russian Bolsheviki maintain that their sy~tem, which they call 
'·communistic," rcpresrnts the highest social form of organization, and 
they advocate and press for its introcluclion into other countries. Th~s 
sort of propaganda led tu schisms within the international labor move• 
menl. In tbe Western countries, where for centuries political libcrtie-, 
have been g1·eater and social conditio11s helter tlian in Russia, intro­
duction of stale capitalism according to the Bolshevist pallern would 
rcprcscll t a drastic step bacJ..·ward. Moreover, with regard lo social legis­
lation. Russia was far behind Lhc \Vest-European countries and America 
al lhc outbreak of the October Revolution. The social reforms offered by 
the Bolshevik stale constitute very limited progress. 

SoeiaJ legislation dLuing the last Lhirty years has advanced fartllcr 
i.n the capitalistic countries Lhan in the Soviet l"nion. The proletarian 
state is a worse emplo1er than the private capitalist. Under the slate­
capitalistic system I.here exists neither the right to strike nor that of 
self'<'ting domici le. The 11orkers are delivered into the hands of the state, 
like serfs to Lhei r feudal masters. The standard of living is lower Lhan in 
countries adhering to 1·he system of private enterprise. Liberty is com­
pletely ahsenl. For the slightest infraction of stale laws the severest 
punishment is meted oul. Fifteen million persons ha, c been condemned 
to forced labor in concentration camps of the Sol'iet Union . That is the 
picture presented by the " Fa1herla11d of the Proletarians·'. 

The fusion of stale capitalism and state socialism led to Lhe formation 
of a powerful bureaucratic machine i11 the Soviet Union. The Communist 
Party, which is al,solute in power. controls the econom). determines 
poliC), establishes 1noral standards, and directs cultural life according to 
its 011 11 pallern. Economic and social privileges have not been abolished 
in the proletarian stale. The slate and economic bureaucrats form the 
new cla~se!l of 1he pri,·ilcgcd. This fragmentary comparison of the liberal 
stale, the democratic state, and the totalitarian stale makes it easier for 
the liberal-minded ocia lisl lo orient himself in Lhe lahyri.J'lth prevailing 
in the camp of the ocialisl rnoYemeut. 

The liberal stale of the preceding century meant p1·ogress as compared 
~, ith the "a11cie11 regime". evertheless it tolerated ruthless exploitation 
of tlle "have-not"" masses ... The democratic state of our time, which may 
also be called a social welfare stale, bas healed numerous social wounds 
through social legislation. However, lhe basic evil of capitalism has 
survived ... The totalitarian state has eliminated privatf' capitalism. In 
its place it en trenched state capitalism, whereby the working population 
is exploited as before or even worse than before, condemned to a total 
denial of rights, and deprived completely of ils liberty. 
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As a mailer of principle we Libertarian ocialisls condemn all three 
forms of government and eoni;ider as our ideal an Anarchisl order. 
'evertlwlei::s, il cannot be denied that tbe working population in the 

derno<Talic form of gO\ernment lives better and enjoys more liberties 
than under the otJ1er two forms of government. 

What allitude shaU lbe Libertarian Socialists adopt in the present 
connicL bell\een the democratic \Vest and the totalitaria11 East? 

The answer is simply this: They must place themselves on Lhe side 
"here there is more libe1ty, where greater well.being pre,rai1s, and where 
the possi.bilit) of a liberlal'ian development is irihihited the least. 

Does this c.xplanatio11 sullil'e, or t-hall the names o[ more lil,eral 
countries be cited? 

To select the lesser of two evils does not always mean that one is an 
opportunist. The German Social Democracy of tJ1e Weimar Republic 
did not perish on account of its theory of the lesser evil. IL was destroyed 
becausf' ii failed to fight Lcni11 belie1ed he could spring the handcuffs 
of capitalism wit h one blo11. TLe present si tuatiou proves lo u~ the 
fatefu l error of Leniuil:.m. The Russian peuple pa;,sed from Lhe capitalistic 
fr) i11g pa11 into Lhe totalitarian fire. Liberty and Socialism lie beyond 
capitalism and diclator~hip. One si11gle revolution-even Ulough it may 
be caUecl social revolulion-does not bring about the fulf-illmenl of the 
Socialist ideals. Gustav Landauer was not far wrong when he maintained 
that Lhc socialist order would c:ome about sporadicall r; like scattered 
islands in the capitalistic sf'a. Socialistic enterprises will graduaJly re­
place the capitalistic ones. For a Jong time lo come both \\ ill c..'<ist side 
by side. The era or Liberty. Equality, and Fraternity cannot be ushered 
in by totalitarian methods. Revolutions produce new impulses. However, 
once the reYolutionary waves have subsided, then progress must be 
furthered by len.acious. pcn,iste11t, and detailed effort. 

For a <·enlur1 tapilalism and Socialism have engaged in a gigantic 
slruggle. The totalitarian go-..crnmcnls put private capitalism into a gov­
ernmental straight jacket. The result is sho\\11 ir1 the form o[ cruel dic­
tatort'hips. Cnpitnli:sm has been maintained in Lhe totaliLarian slate. Capi­
lalisLic exp loitation can be abolil'hed only if it is replaced by liberai 
social-economic reforms. 

Tolerance is tlle supreme law of Libertarian Socialism. It operates 
through education and ex.ample. fl cannot be introduced by force from 
above. but must be built up through volunlaf) e.llorts from helow. J t 
represents nol one form. but a plurality of economic systems. Tl respects 
human dignity, puts diversity and liberty in Lhe place of compulsory 
unity. and federa tions of communities and regions in tlle place of the 
centralized government. 

The gates lo tJ1e socialistic kingdom of heaven are not opened by 
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means of a single ,iolcnl thrust of the faithfu l. Perhaps for a long lime 
to come we shall remain prisoners in the capitalistic Purgatory. At least 
the rneLhods of Liberal Socialism prevent the descent into the Purgatory 
of llltalilarianism. 

This is an advantage which cannot be overestimated. 

LIBERTARIAN MOVEMENT FROM WITHIN 

BY ISMAEL MARTI 

E1 en those of us who arc mere apprentices i11 the realm of philosophy 
-casting modesty aside---are com inced that Marxism was guilty of a 
two-fold fal lac): Nol only was il fo error in affirming that man, as n 
social creature, is a produc:I of Lhe economic operation and e, olution of 
society: il erred CH•n morr grievous!) in denying him his role as an 
agent and factor fo the materiaJ process o[ which, according Lo Marxian 
fatalism, he is a prisoner. 

Hegel l1acl exLolled the unconditional submission of the ind,·idual to 
the Stale as the greatest good and privilege. But Marxism went even 
further iu its conle111µt for the human personality; for it rejects Lhe will 
of the indi,,idual as a determiniug factor in the progress or reu·ogressiou 
of society on Lhe path o[ history. 

The dialectic school oI historical maleriali::;111 has Lltu5 become, by 
,·ii tue of its abuse of syllogistic SJ>Cculation, Lhc successor Lo metaphysical 
and theoJogica I scholaslicism. For both ~1ese streams of reasoning, at 
the eDd of their cour$e, cmpl} into the mw·ky waters of philosophic error 
and doctrinaire authorilorianism. 

Can anything be more patent at this time than the failure of the 
Marxist philosophy? The iudil'iduul is. to be sure. a product of the 
et·onomic S)Stem in which he lives-this had been affirmed by the so• 
ca lled Ltopia-11 Socialisl;,, and 110 011e ,cntured to contradict them. But 
he is, in a higher degree, a psychic C'o-ellicient in that self-same societ}, 
whose organic integration is nourished h} so many biological, moral, 
and sentimental elements. And the most interesting thing of all is thnt, 
with rnference to society the inclhidual, like life hseH, is Lhe only i;,olution 
known for the problem of perpetual motion; for he is at the same time 
both the mover aud the moved, both the engine and the machine. He 
activates the social structure i11 which he lives, and is in turn propelled 
by the gears, or i11sLituLions, of whicl1 it is composed. 

In his physico-social links with the human community the individual 
is analogous Lo a drop of water in a mighty river. The drop of water 
contributes to the latter its volume a11d force. And the river, while mo­
mentnril y destroying the form of the drop of water, imparts to it the 
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Lola l i1~1pulse which iL carries from millions of like drops and drags it 
along 111 its rurrenl. Bnt jusl as any one of such drops is s;ubject 10 

evaporalio11, so likewi5r ma) an) Mnstilue11t member o[ societ) deviate 
from the course which the aggregate follows in a gin•n direction. Un. 
doubted!) lhe ri1er has it!! basin. and in this sense it is a slave until it 
empties into its gulf or ocean; whereas the channels which the particular 
uufoldin1?; o[ c,er) individual ma} follow. are almost in.6nile. 

Man is free in his mmerncnts and there exists no social law which 
c-an pre-deter111 inc ltii:. a1.:ts. Yel how many members of society are Lhere 
v,ho are aware of. and desire Lo avail themselves of. this prcrotrative so 
indigenous Lo their nature? \\'itJ1 ever) pas~ing day their numb:r !ITOW, 

smallt'r._ ll is- this gr?wing suLscrviente of man in the prescnl polilico­
econorrnc system, ,,luch must challenge our allenlion iu the functional 
mechanics of interpendeuce between the individual and societ1. Ilere Lheu 
we find posed the great alternatives: namelr. recognition of the indi­
vidual, in his progresshe persona lit), as an independent bcino- or an­
nib.ilation of man u1 such capacit) and the consequent dissol~tion 0£ 
SOf'iel). 

Which of these L\,o roads are we following? Plainl) we are sliding 
with dismaying acceleration into an abyss of de-individualization. w,. 
are apprn1H'hing a rule that has no exception; al leasl in the area we 
have come to know as the Occident, we are obstinately talcing the path 
c, Cr) where loward what Kipling designated as "The Village of the Dead." 
Thanks to our status as social animals we are approachino- the ideal of 
lhe '·standarcl·· mru1. 

0 

\Ve lia,e ceased to 1,c a community; we havr hrcomr a mere herd. 
And inasmuch us gregariousness could not set us free, it is reducing us 
to th~ J~v~l of "Pau_urdo·~ sheep." We are blithely lo~ing all the typical 
J>eculrnrit1cs of upright mauunals. B) the invention of engfoes capable 
of pu I verizing Lb~ "S~tanic rehell ion:· the miracle has been wrought 
thal those 1\ho cnJO)' riches and po"er can now sleep in tranquility. At 
long last, after centuries of strenuous effort by the reli~ous and political 
soothsayer and the poliC'cman, the race oI voluntary sla, es multiplies 
exuberantly. • 

IL cannot be denied 1l1al capitalism, with the highly effective assistance 
of the Christian churches, has won a signal victory; it has exterminated 
lhe medieval type of man- rnde in character, vigorous of will and 
possessed of strong illdividualistic 6ber. 

It is t1:ue thal t!1c Catholic clergy has not succeeded in imposing upou 
us the umform shirt-front of the theocratic "reductions·• or forced con­
versions practiced against Indians in Paraguay; also that there are still 
people who do not go to mass. But what difference does it make 50 lono­
as lhose who f~i l to attend novenas attend instead football ga:nes, and 
wear upon I.hell' souls the uniform of mediocrit}? What more could 
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Philiµ IT or Henq Vlll claim if Lhe) were among ~he_ l!viug today? 
Perhaµs Lhe Iur111er would find our fiest,is somewhal ms1p1d, cump~red 
with 1.he J>ump and splendor of 1.bc spectacles of I.he !1ol} O~ce. C~rtamly 
the howlina of our mobs would sound like barbanan music to his ears. 

1·eminiscen~ of I.he franlic maledicLions uttered by the heretics whom he 
saw die on the stake. 

To be sure, the citizen of the L11entieth century has stripped from. his 
insLim:ls I.he peculia1 cruelty of the times of Torquemada and the Bor~ias: 
indeed, the society of our ccntu1·y has progressed enormously--espec1all} 
in its capacity to organize large-:,cale carnage! 

The conclusfon 11e must arrive al then is lhal we have a society bereft 
of sou l, devoid oi spiritual and human conLenL. This society has nurlured 
in its womh a species of homo sapiens who is made in I.he image and 
likeness of his forbears. We can behold him everywhere; he is the 
standard type which surruu11ds us and stifit:s us; he is the one i,ho go~s 
into raptures aboul horse races. bull fights, prize-fights'. football champ~­
ouships, and the like. Of l'Ourse \\C have not )Cl attained abso lute un1-
formil), There are still extant highl) studious persons, of a restless meu­
LaliL). who nouri::oh the intellect with LiLerary selections where they acquire 
kno\\ ledge of greal merit and value: for instance. such exalted topics I.'~ 

"How Docs One Handle a Hot Potato?" 

Al any rate we are emerging from illiteracy into I.he light of day. 
There are ever so many persons nowadays who read " pink novels, green 
novrls, blark novels:- sensation:11 histories about warriors, bandits, and 
the like. And this tribal or national oul-put is not 10 be attributed solely 
to I.he economic processes of capitalism; Lhe "F'al.her, Son, and Holy 
Ghost" of this outdoors congregation bear upou their moral µhysio;rnomy 
the indelible stigmala of a great welter of moral and psychological aber­
rations. Karl Marx. Loo, were he alive toda)- 1, uuld enjoy himself im­
mensely hv vie11 in.,. throuah his monocle the general culture of the atomic 
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age. inspcctinµ; the political viscera of the Occident, and applying l11S 
slethosc-ope so as to catc·h. with the cars of a Galen, Ulf• palpilations oi 
intcrnalional Communism. under Ll1e infallihle suzerainl) or 1.he latest 
TsaT of the Soeialist Soviel Rcpuhlics. 

Apart from historic factors. moral doctrines, schools of philosophy. 
_;ociological systems, and political parties have contributed in no small 
measure to forge this species of spirilual pauper \dtlcu today is the 
cornerstone of our societ). Evef) religious sect, all the churches without 
exception, have pJ'Oved to be a Procruslea11 bed jn which the slighte:;t 
, estige of free thought and ever) rnanifestalion of crcaLiYe initiative ,\ere 
relentless)) amputated. This was especiall) lrue after a church passed 
[rom the ~Latus of oppo:sitio11 10 a posiliou of dominance. Aud if cthicul 
and philosophical sy;,tems did not attain such o, erpowering success, il 
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is undeniable that by their preachmenl of dogmas they divided the world 
into isolated, hostile c-amps. 

Whal was <lone subsequent I y b) the modl'rn poli1.ical parties? All 
have been characterized b) a common aspiration: the ideal of vassalage. 
What is the net result derived from the enormous structure of doctrines 
erected from the lime oI Plato unLil our own day? Subservient, tamed 
mau is the result. 

11. would appear, IJ1erefore, thal one should quarantine doctrinal 
schools and systems: theories shou ld be surrounded b) a cordon sanitairr. 
One musl learn to scorn signs, symbols. and s logans as cunning artifices. 
J t is urgently necessary to lock up 1J1ese pompous pedants in their attics; 
it is imperati, e that we lau~h to scorn doclrinaires and spurn I.heir glib 
dortrines. 

What we need arc not pretly words wrillen in capital lellers, nor 
ancient, moth-eaten gospels, dogmas of faith, principle» of catechi;.rn, 
revealed kno,, ledge. nor ha!I-bal..ed theories. There sti ll Linger 011 the 
programatic ulopias of ~yndicalism and the marvelous economic S)slerns 
conceived b) the diverse ideologists of !:,ocialism. \Vhal we do need arc 
ideas: hul not ideas which have been artfully fashioned and polished in 
academic shops or elsP worn Lb.in from rolling through so many heads; 
hut rather ·'pointed and angled" ideas, as Canivet rnjght say- fruitful 
thougbts and fecund opinions, }Oulhful ideas pregnant with other ideas. 
Only in Lhis manner shall we be done \\ith paralytic and paralyzing 
dogmas. 

A plague that has become chronic by now: Revolulionary Messi­
anbm. Here is an idea that has become emasculated with use. \'o concept 
is more bandied and tossed about. This name is no longer a respectable 
phrase, but a shibboleth. Hordes of people of the most di,erse me11tal 
menial makcuJJ arise and retire, ill\0 0king the word ''revolution.-• So 
great has been its loss of prestige that. "hereas it was once the bugbear 
of both young and old. it is now feared 0) uo oue. It is about lo suJfor 
the fate which overcame the apparition of Cbantcrville as recounted by 
Oscar Wilde. 

You will recall that tl1is phantom caused numerous inhabitants oI 
the castle to die through successive generations. But tiring of his failure 
to frighten the American children-the last residents therein-and fed 
up with their jokes, be linall) resolved Lo take passage on Charon's ferry. 
The word "revoluLion -, on I.he lips or from I.he pens of many types of 
persons produres in us I.he same derision that would be occasioned if 
a gigantic tell'scope were placed in our hands. Yet we must not become 
disheartened; it is well kno11 o that frequently the lack of ideas is covered 
up wilh a facade of words. 

Aside from the fact that it affects the panish revolutionaries-of 

-71-



whom \\e arc thinking-there is concealed al the bottom of lhis mono­
mania a racial phe11omenon. One must not forget that we arc tropical 
and seuli-tropical people. mortals inclined to be ·'hot-hlooded.'' One 
must also lake into consideral ion the fact that the emitic religion leit 
deep imprints upon our histor) and has trat·ed 1elltale marks upon the 
soul of the people. For the first of these reasons 1~e arc re,·olutionarits 
b) temperament. For 1he second n:ason one discerns among us a Mes:,i­
anism inherited from our ancestors and transplanted upon the revolu­
tionar~ seen<'. It also is comm.on knowledge that. through the centuries. 
Spain has bc,;-n a nation afflicted ,,ith l) ranny and miser). It suffices in 
tbii;. connccliou lo 1ecall the lwo bunc:lred years of ruthless domination 
h) Austria. pl us l\1 o other centuries by tl1e Bour hons. Hence our~ 1H1s a 
soil whic·h was rHe for nourishing tlie redemptive illusion. And what 
fruits has our hisloric configuration )frdded? 

The Garden of the Het-perides has at aU Limes produced an elnor­
esccnce of iadigenous seeds. but its fruits repeated!) became corrupted. 
or else on sLiU 01her occasions tliey were hanestecl while slill green. 
Ample lesl imon) of this affirmation is prodded by Lhe cities of Ca!'tile 
whit-h rose i11 support n[ Spanish libert) against the government of 
Charles V. or the valiant Brotherhoods l ·'Germanias'·) who foughl so 
J1eroicall) in Valencia in Lhat same epoch; or h) the Revolul ion oI 1936-
39. 1n any event the latest period of exacerbated Messianism seems to 
us a phenomenon of decadence. Ever) thing was entrnsLed Lo the re, olu­
tion with a spirit oI fatalism. By , irtue of j1s invincible impulse anrl 
momentum this 1·evolution, in the , iew of current credulity, was Lo solvt! 
lhe JJl~~iug problems of social cquil) and justice. It is for tbis reasou 
that in the eagerness to hasten its advent. tbere was encouraged rather 
tha11 hindered the mulliplication of disruptive movement and of con­
spirotorial or Carb011ari activities.* 

After the disastrous rout there occurred what might ha,·e l>een fore· 
seen. The moYement !1plit into l\,o currents: those who continued to 
adhere lo the prophetic- apostleship and heeded the apocalyptic message, 
lhe other embracing those who were disillusioned with "puerile roman­
ticism'" a11d 11 ho. deparling from tJ1eir own subconscious Jacobin loyalty, 
were sf'eking for a door upon "hich they might knock so as to obtain 
political as) lum. And ii is e, idcnt that neither of these allitudes is w­
compatihle with the Mes~ianic mentality. For in the last analyllis, to the 
immaculate politicians of pnre tribal de~cenl, i{ a revolutionary party is 
not tht>ir Messiah. at least il ,dll serve as their prophet. To !hose of us 
,~ho a1·c not members or disciples of any mystic Brotherhood, these 3till 
remains the right of not being re, olutionaries while others may be so. 

The point we wish to make-one that so many have been able to 

.. Carbonari: the members of a nlneteenfh century secret political society, of revolutionary 
aims, in Italy, France, ond Spoin. 
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verify, is the exi;;tpnce of what we have described as the chronic and 
endemic plague or tltc libertarian movement of pain. Whether this 
<·0ucerns an hereditar) phenomenon or a hectic symptom of our childhood, 
our ,lish is lhal one rclleC't upon it and ap1>ly an efiecthc remedy, provideJ 
Lhat the diagnosis after carefu l observation proYes to be positive. 

Perhaps the reacler will ha,,e guessed by now the direction and the 
ioad "c ha, c hecn following. One proposal that we wish to urge in these 
pages is tv renc\\ the atlempt-often ill-fated-Lo proceed II ith a gen­
eral re-examination or: revision. But leL no, ices remain tranquil and let 
renegades and lurncoals bring on their bile. Compared with previous 
attempts along this line our desire is quite different. The Revisionism 
we propose is not 011e o[ mancuverb1g in reverse; it is one of language, 
of propaganda tethniques, of principles and programs oI action; of th•~ 
e,·aluatio11 or powers and convictions and translating them into acti, ity; 
or moral alliLude:: militant!) expressed. 

As enemies of ··<·harlatans, canons. and pedants.'' we cleclare oursehe:: 
to be Lhe ,ery antipodes of all those who are contrite on account of 
having been '·knights-errant."' \Ve have nothing in common \~itb those 
who pro£ess lo make a philosoph} of the march lo tl,e rear, nor "itb 
those who !'-eel-.. to jusli r) their descrlion of any movement of a progressive 
uature. h) hurling anathemas against tl1ose wbo Tefuse to turn back. 

This is precise!) one of Lhe poinL,; that must hf' rrvised; not 10 sleep 
with the doors upcn in order lo prevrnl lhal c-ertain elrments nwddle in 
our movement, either Lhrough oversight or intentionally. without 110Lir.e 
or permission. And some formttla should also be discovered for expe­
diting the exit of thosP who are really hostile yet persist in remaining on 
the in:,icle i11 order lo tapture or kill the mo,ement. The number of 
would-Le lJu;.,ses aml '·shirting lights·· ha!> mulliplied 100 abundantly ill 

our mitbl. It is a fortunate Lhing tJ1al the) are readily recognizal,le; 
::-ume masquerade as orators: others simulate college professors. 

It is a long time since "c ha, e see11 this situation develoµ. Not ouly 
is ou.r organism allacked h) it:: natural enemie:- £rum 11ithout: ii is being 
menaced al~o b~ man) varieties of lerrnilcs from within. To all of these 
one musl appl) the approprialc aseptic treatment. 

\'\'e must Lake positions! A[tcr Lhc Revision we have advocated has 
taken place-a measure 1dJich seems salutary lo us- ii will be extremely 
appropriale Lo la, dow11 the general li.nes which are most pertinent for 
the greater efficacy oI individual as well as collective action. 

There is nu escape for us from tlte dilemma into which we have been 
thrust. But ina!-mm·h a~ we are not inspired by the slightest polemic 
inleresl. we ha!-lcn Lo repl) that if indeed we ha\'e impugoecl and 
c·hallenged the doctrines o[ the ··tahPrnacle'· and the confessional schools 
of all ki11ds, in order lo defend at first instance a mo, ement. it is only 
beeause we hold a basicall) different con<'ept of this Mo,emcnl- an in-
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lerpretation which is substantially al variance with all that is now con­
tained within molds and formulas. i11 "recipes for erudition," in specu­
lative disquisitions. And if we maintain that tJ1c .Movement should have 
fixed outlines or directive principle,;, it is for the purpose of turning asid0 
obnoxious disdplincs, of eliminating alien substances in our system and 
of avert.fog disaslrous consequences. 

Up to Lhe present we have spoken a great deal about federations and 
confederations. We could go still further on this splendid path of the 
diffusion of our postulates, by furthering the development of a vast asso• 
ciation of kindred spirits, manifested at the ver)' least by cordial good­
neighbor relaliom, with those who will not come to us all the way, 
because they ~uspet;l that \ve reek of fanaticism. A certain degree o! 
ingenuity must be exercised in order lo la) bridges uI friendship between 
ourselves aud those who are in harmony with our Movement in their 
attitude toward justice and in never-ending vigilance for the cause o( 
freedom. 

Undoubledly this viewpoint is not entirely new; but, regardless, it 
merits a more hospitable re'°eption than it has J1itherto received. 1£, for 
example. we did not insist in paying the homage o{ an excessive devotion 
lo class conflicts and to revolutionary ideology, we would then succeed 
in exchat1ging Lhat which is left as for that which we lack; namely, Lhe 
compensation of valuable adhesions to our ranks would prove encoura!?Ul" 0 0 

and would bring beneficial results. 
On this 011e point we must express ourselves with the utmost empha­

sis: that he who ,vould be militant, must be able Lo display a conduct 
which permits him lo live in a glass house. so to SP,eak. And all the 
tolerance with which we may he obliged to treat those ~vho associate with 
us out o( s} m pa thy for our cause. must be converted into prudrnt in­
transigence and-we may as well say il frankly- into persistent , igilaJH:e 
toward those who hold positions or leadership or dominance. 

One can be i<leutified with us and yet remain organizationally outside 
of our Movement. Any Mason, for instance, can be a friend of ours if. 
in addilion. he is a decent sort of person; but if a militant member of 
the liherta1·ian movement should furtively enter Lhc ranks of Masonry, he 
would be guilty of betraying us. li he does so \\ ith the knowledge of the 
others and continue:, hobnobbing with atheists, then so much the worse 
for those who exlend a welcome to a charlatan in our midst, or who give 
free rein to such an hypocritical intrusion. We maintain the same allitude 
toward those who reveal a tendency to affiliate fir~l with one parly and 
then another. 

Will a new sociely be created? Let us cease cherishing illusions. If 
it were not thal we have learned from certain types of mentalities recentJy 
revealed lo LIS that ,·evolution is a long evolutionary process wit11 violent 
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trans1L1011s. Ulen so many Psalms and Psalmists of revolutionary content 
would impel us to renounce this thought. J\nalogous to the interpretation 
we have given concerning tl1e revolutionary concept. is the conclusion we 
ha, e reached with respect to the fulurc society. Just as rcvol ution is a 
movement aiming at transformation but begiuning with reform. so simi­
lru·I) the '·socict) of the future·· will be subjected lo an extended and 
prolonged historical cycle of gradual adjustment and change. 

All this palaver uttered iu our favorite circles about ·'establishing 
Libertarian Comnnrnism:' about "launching our economic system:' or 
··the operation of federations of industry on the day following the Revo­
lution."' and the like-all these sound lo us like paraphra;,es or parodjf's 
of the F'our Gosj>el,-. A11<l the imoc-ation;,; lo the hcatifit· bli1<s "ilh whil'h 
we ~hall be a11ointecl in the post-rc\l'.'1lulionary phasf, remind us of the 
delirious prophecies made h) pir.ti ts c,f the Christian paradise. But 
whercforr 1<m·h u nseeml) haste. ) P Maccabean gentlemen? Do you ex­
pect lo pass on the bill for pending accounts so Bl> lo collect with usury 
£or sPrvices rendered? 

ii was that dcspei-ate revolutionar) haste to "implant the classless 
society:· along with a mentality which is markedly bourgeois, that im• 
pellecl us in the first place to org:aniie a semi-nulitary 5) ndii:alism amo11g 
Lhe masbe:., \I ith an apparalu:; aJJproprialc lo ::.yndicalist hieruchies­
hecause '"thal obligation was imposed upon m, by the hostile front o{ 
c·api Lalislic tru:,ts:· l\ ot "ithoul reason was the.re so much said about 
··s)ndii:alist cliscipli11e," about .. s)ndicalist ranks."' and .. a single front." 
etcetera. In :Mexico there were even Cormccl, b) conspicuous elements of 
the C. .T. r ~alional Federation of Workers). "gatherings of the super­
militants"'-a sort of Army Staff or an aggregation of .field marshals; 
included in those •·rank:." there was inevitably someone "ho deemed 
himseU a •·generalissimo."' From 1ha1 tohoggau I\C sub:icqucnll) slid 
<lo\\11. chccr(ull) and pre<"ipitately. to the lower level of minor officialdom 
and of common politicians. 

And wilh an impatience \\Orthy of ;:rhool youngsters, some of the 
devotees of '"subversive g) rnnastics·· exalted in the notion Ulat '·the hour 
of the Rm olution" would so011 arrive through the medium of a general 
revolutionary strike. For a period of at least twenl) ) ears there existerl 
and llourisheil among Spanish Syndicalists, Lhis phenomenon of collective 
ps) chosis. Thrrr e\ en arose an extraordinary prophetic fervor. Legion 
were the theorfaers about appa.raLuses, architectural systems, future 
schemes and plans, so Lhat the imminent collapse of capitalism ,~oul<l 
not catch us unaware. Although somewhat less impassioned. there still 
remain i11vcntors and lyrical advo1:ates of these manelous mechanisms. 

French revolutionary 5) ndicalism and German Anarcho-Syndicalism, 
grafled on the C. .T. organism of Spain, yielcled a luxurious plant, 
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However. forsooth. there was lacking an AustTian Mendel. so that its fruits 
migbt be abundant instead oI stunted and puny. Transplanted to other 
cou11t1-i~, such a Cl1ile, the ;,pedmeu perished from anemia, from lack 
of sap aud inferior quality oI 1·oots. 

Taking a!, our object lessons or principal texts, our battles in Ew-ope 
and America: the Russian and S1,anish Revolutions-the lcsso11s we have 
learned have been ample and our experiences hard in what has passed of 
tnis century. Whr then are ~c not inclined-nay. resolved-with a 
serene !>pirit and self-criticizing judgement at least to modi{y our more 
grandi loqucnl fontasies? 

l\1eam, hi le it seems lo us that we must change botl1 our rudder and 
steering ,,heel. In t!1is naval engageinent whi(-h is oI greater scope ancl 
crisis than that of Lepanto and of Scapa Flow, the pro,\ must bear down 
upon the enemy. But "ho is and \,here is the enemy'? LcL us not deceive 
ourseh es. He is hath outside of and within ourselves. 

Wr ha\C 3\Crred cuunLless limes that our war is against capitalislll 
and ··stati::.m.·• And we are wiUully hlii,d if we do not perceive that 
those who are uot capitalists or gornrrune.nt bureauc-rals at present, aspire 
ceaseles;,ly tu bctome !'\O ! If there is anyone wbo does not carr) in the 
recesses oI his ('(>nsciousness a nuniaLure .J. Pierpont Morgan or an em­
bryonic SLalin. let him raise his right hand! 

What is of fundamental importance. therefore, is to forego delusions 
o! grand1:ur \\hic.:h frequent!) cause us Lo turn our hacJ..s upon Lbe future. 
We must change the moral physiognomy of the libertarian movement 
and erase I.rum it the characteristic sta10 11 of the Messianic and I.he 
violCJ1t. We Anarchi:,L:, mm,L become somewhat like the Epicureims and 
~toics ~f ancient days-one caunot Lhri,e b) relying upon copying or 
sunulatmg others. \\e refer abo,•e all to the moral altitude. Both o{ 
those anc-ienL schools 11erc serene u1 temperament, of finn character, 
of a'.1 cxalte<l spirit. They set forlh their opinions ,\ ith simplicit) con­
cerning nature and man. And the appeal or '·propaganda., of t!1esc 
mo_, ~1~e11ts of a moral character was disseminated without undennini11g 
acll_nL1es or catastrophic prophecies on their part. The cxpan~ive po,\er 
of inner freedom aud of evolving conscience oI Lheir adepts- that is what 
conslih1tecl theit- unique features. 

i\o great transformation has been produced in history without bein"' 
preteded b) a long series of fundamental and profound mutations. Ever~ 
social renaissance i!:- \\ilhout exception the resu lt of special conditions 
created h} new currents of thought ru1d by a nigher co11science, the result 
of rigid customs mid of 1rnw ideas. lt is not by means of huge bounds 
or leaps but by dint of slow progress that we have advanced somewhat 
heyoud primitive man. The only forms oI commun ities that ha,·e been 
frequently and easiJ) "implanted" hr a "miracle" stroke, haYe been those 
of dictatorship. There wilJ come to pass-we are not so dogmatic as to 
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den) it- o grc-aL crisis capable of shattering the equilibrium of the present 
dec-adeut institutions: but in resuming the course of social li ving with a 
new rhythm. we shall still nol be in the presence of a new societ), but 
on ly of a S) stem ,diich is a blend of the present and the past, ,\ith abuu­
dant seeds for future growth. If a r<:volulion is to posse:;s an emancipating 
<·onte11l and be of socia l import. it must fu-st take place in the hearts and 
minds oI men rather thau in the external forms of human groupings. 

Let us nol st rin.• lo put the earl before Lhe horse, or the plough in 
front of tbe oxen, nor seek lt1 alter the natural order of things by the 
mere power of ~uggc-stion of niarn•lous utopias. With smch naivete we 
shall nevf'r discover the horizon ne>r the stars ,,hieh wil l guide us. On 
Lhe <:ontrary. \\e shall he expo~ecl to ronstanl peril. 

Herc, then. is another myth which "e must clisC"arcl: lhat of the mir­
arulous re\ulution ,,hich. like the Magic Carpel is to transport us to the 
"1\e" ~uciel) .'. 

THIS IS NO Tl1"1E FOR PESSIMISM 

BY SAM WEINER 

To be prnperl) understood and evaluated, the present world situation 
must be looked at objectively and from a historical perspecLi,e. The 
h"istorian of Ule future. in anal}zing the basic economic, political. an<l 
!>Cl('ia l trends of thi~ epoch, 11 ill de~cribe it as one in which the system 
of private <"apitnlist democ-rac·y broke down under the pressure oI ils own 
j1111rr conlradid.ions. The prolonged crises lead.i11g lo wa rs were 1he in­
e,itablr result of the c-ontes1,, (or world-\\ ide economic; and political don:­
ination waged hy rival group;; CJf C"apitalists. 

Imperialism. wit!1 its e11sla,e111ent of r-n lonial peoples, si111u1Laneousl) 
\\ itJ1 the ruLhless exploitation of the working class i11 the molht'r c·ounlries 
-unemplopnenl and po, erL) every,, here. and al t!1e same time the ag­
iravaLion of already intense national paLriolism-could on lv atcelernte 
the inevitable hreakdo1\11. Side b) side wit!t the economic· collapse of 
demonaLic capita lism, a like process was takiug place politically. The 
archaic pnlitic.:al sll u(·Lure of national sovcreignt), i.e .. the nalion-stat,', 
acted as a11 ol,stade lo the gru11ing: technical and culturaJ developments 
whid1 were U) their ,er) nature internalio11al and cosmopolitan. Such. 
in broad ouLliue. were the rnai11 rnuses 1JI World War I, which in its turn 
set oil the Russian Re, olution. 

That revoluLion marked a new phase- in the hiroloq of mankind. Thib 
phase is characterized on the one hand_ b) the struggle of the underpri1.i­
lcged people, for c-c:onomic and political Jiberl). for bona fide Socialism, 
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and on the oLher hand. by the couuter-revolutio11 of the State, thr dark 
p.oal of which was State capitalism, or State dic-talon,hip. 

Peter Kropotkin, in his illuminating work. The Grell! French Revo­
lution, say~: ••]f the Great French Re\'olution was a summing up of a 
cenlu1fs e, olution. it also marked out in it;; turn the program of evolu­
tio11 lo be accomplished in the course of the nineteenth cenLUJ"}." 

Those who engineered that violent upheaYal proclaimed the principles 
of Liberty. Equal it), and Fraternity, but sncceeded in estahlishing politi­
cal liberty only. The economic order of the day was what is now c·alled 
free culerprise. laissez J a ire, dog eat dog. 

Duri11g the nineteenth century, as Kropotkin saw. capiLalism wa~ bom. 
matured, and degenerated. thereby selling the tempo and goal of the~ 
re, elution wh.ich broke out in Russia in 1917. In the name of the pro­
lt•tarian masses in that land, notable effort was made then to extend the 
principles of Libert). Equalily. and Fraternity to lhe eco11omlc field. 
The Hussian Revolution foileri. h,rn•pver, hP<·au~e thf' Bolsbe,iki. a politi­
cal party believing in riictalorship, seized power. 

Civil liberties \\Ore the rt>al and vital gains of the French Rc"olution. 
Any group den)ing the ,alidit} of the rights of man ccrnlcl nnl advanr•e 
the cause of humanit). ~ationalizalion !)f economic life, without liberl>, 
sure]~ ru1d inexorahl} leads Lo eounler-rernlution. Lo State absolutism. 
~ucceedirtg only in recreating and multiplying the 11 or;,t features of th~ 
system "hicb it supplants. 

World War J, World War TI, m1d the ··cold war'· alike must he re­
garded as dcspcrnte measures of moribund capitalism to stem the revolu­
tion of the twentieth centuq. Capitalism, in order lo s,l\e itself. i,. 
evolving into a system of nalionalizalion, into State capitalism, which JS 

rapidly consolidating its power for the strugglr with the rival power bloc·, 
Russian imperialism. It is from this point of liew lhal the world situa­
tion must be considered. 

Whal then, ure the rclatirn slreng:ths and weaknesses of the ron­
lendcrs? The democracies are lorn b) internal dissensions. Pri\ate en­
terprise is battling for existence agaim.-t the ever-growing tendency on the 
part of Lhe Stale lo ()\1 n, control, or regulate the C!'onomic apparalu,.,. 
T his conAicl is to be seen in e,eq capitalist tou11tT). TI1e prhate capita• 
lists do not want lo give up their power to the new bureaucracy of 
governmental admb1istralors and politicians. While the) jealous!) resist 
this political encroachment they also arf' faced and harried by tbe re, ohs 
of colonial peoples and the disconte11L and bankruptC) of Lhe European 
democracies. 

All this tends to effect the shrinkage of tbeir foreign markets. The 
democracies in Europe are slowly being strangled b} the Russim1 octopus. 
They must either esc:ape its clutches or sufiocate. And Lime is working 
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against them. They must go Lo war before the rival bloc becomes tou 
strongly inlrenched. 

On the other hand, those democracies possess an arsenal and a 
high!) developed industrial mechanism superior lo anrthing the totali­
taria11 po\\ers could muster al present. The) have the support of the 
Church, of man} liberals, and of the ocial Democrats. a11d a quiescent 
labor moveme11t. 

In so far as tht' totalitarian "Lale is concerned thert' is uo effective 
internal opposilion. The degerH".ratio11 of c·apilallsm has provided a fertile 
ground for the infillralion of Russi:in fifLh column" in every important 
land. The Communists were ahlP lo utilize the dissalisfaC"tion of the 
workers with capitalism. Millions of workns for a stretc-h of y_ears, looked 
upon Russia as the Fatherland of the Proletariat, and all too many of 
them still <lo. And Lhe end of World War II marked the emergrnce of 
Russia as a first-rate power, steadily expanding its dictatorship in Eastern 
Europe and becoming the dominant Asiatic power through the conquest 
of China, Korea, and other areas. 

Throughout t.he lahor movement. unfortunately, the anti-Communist 
unions are demoralized. Fascism's rise and tbe confusion of the period 
it encompassed did not give the labor movement a chance to offer ade­
quate opposition to the agents of .Moscow. It is true that the workers 
were beginning lo pe1·ccive the real nature of the so-called revolutionists. 
They \1 ere commencing to realize that the Russian Revolution in fact and 
in spirit had nothing to do with the Bolshevik counter-revolution. The 
constructive principles and achievements or the Spanish Revolution aE­
wel I as the despicable role of the Bolshc,;ki in Spain, cuL11inatina in 
the Hiller-Stalin pact, were being correctly ap])raised by advanced workers 
everywhere. 

However, a potent anti-Communist front was halted by World War 
I I. Its prestige Pnhanced and restoi·ed by th.e heroic struggle of the 
Russian people iu the war against Fa~cis.m, the Stalinist regime again 
became the symbol of the revolution in the eyes of the working masses. 
The populace of Europe generally was in revolutionary ferment. The 
culouial peoples of India. China, lndo-China, :vlalaya, and other lauds 
struggled for freedom, thereby sounding the death-knell of the institution 
of colouial imperialism. 

h i!i a great historical tragedy that everr attempt of the industrial 
workers and peasanl., lo develop the revolution in accordance with their 
needs and aspirations, is being ruthlessly suppressed either by the Bol­
sheviks in their sphere or by the ·'democracies" and their henchmen. the 
Social Democrats, labor fakers. and ki11dred others in their own orbit. 

1\/everlheless, the totalitarian ,1 orld is suhjel'I lo severe strains. Rav­
ages of war have left Russia weake11ed economically. Although the dicta­
torship is finnly in the saddle, it is a fncL that the Russian people are 
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profound!)' dissatisfied with the Stalin gorcrnmenl. The temporarily 
dormant nationalism oJ the laLel) conquered regions of Eastern Europe 
is coming back Lo life. Titoism is but a fainl indication of what the 
Kremlin will have lo contend with as time goes on. The Asialic peoples 
"ho arc i11 reYolt against ''democratic·' imperialism arc due for a rude 
awakening, when the) find out, as the) are bound to. that B.ed 1111perialis1~1 
can be even more ruthless than the "democratic., variety. History has 
sbo11n that dictatorships become vrngrei;sivel) wraker in proportion l o 

tJ,eir rate o f expansion. The morl" the) try Lo bite off the lrnrder it 
becomes Lo "wa llcHI or digei-t their gains. Confronted b) the threat oi 
war with we~tf'rn imperialism on the outside. anrl the accumulating forces 
of 1·evolt from within. So, iet impP-rialism is by no menns c-crtai11 of 
survival. 

Yet democratic capitalism also i::1 rac-ed by a similar situation. \'Fhether 
11,e peoples of western Europe. or of Lhat part of the \I odd not under 
Stalinist domination. will defend Lhe rapitalist system is extremely 
doubtful. The co llapse o[ the regime or Chiang Kai-sbek in C11ina could 
Yer} well be duplicated in ulher parts uf the ,,oriel. \\.,.hile we cannot 
foresee loo far ahead Lhe eourse of historic event:.. it seems certain tl11L 
neither Russian lotali tariani!,-111 nor democratic capitalism could sur\'he 
,mother full-:,cale "ar. The forn::s of ~ocial re1olulio11 unlcash<'d h) tlw 
doub le c-alaslrnphc of lwo world connicl::., and for the Lime being beld 
in check b) the oppvsing dictatorships. ha,·e iwt )el rnached full mo· 
mentum. The impt1cl of a third world war ending in the break-up of 
the existi ng socia l order ,~ould givr these rorces unlimited pla). The long 
dcla)ed 1111 d ahortecl revolution uf the twentieth century wi ll march on. 

Thii- is 1111 lime for chroniC' pessimism. E, ents have pron•n the ba;.ic 
pn,:tulatt> of liberlaria,1 conce1>tions to be <'orrcct. \Ve are living in a 
period of great social transfo,malions. The honors of war and dictator­
ship should not blind us. nor depri, e us of historical perspective. We arc 
"ilnessing thr hirth pangs u[ a new age, the age of Socialism. Our 
justified hatred of Ru,,.sian absolutism should not lead us to acc;epl the 
Lheoq of tJ1r .. lessf'r l'11I .. I\ hiC'h ha~ playrcl so great a part in the de­
moralization or the international labor n111vemenl since the beginning or 
World War 1. 

To support CH'n conditional!; the capitalist democracies would put 
us in opposition lo tl,e struggles of the peop le:;: of the world. ,,ho are now 
in active re,olt. or deeply discontented with the conditions under which 
they Jh e. We must not forget that the ruling elements of the Church a11d 
the kaYings of the Fascist movements are the allies of the capitalist coali­
ti o11, and that Lhr masses would not take accoun t of our good intentions, 
hut ,, ou ld lump us together with them. 

Let us prodaim the les~ou learm:cl al so great c1 cost, that neither 
!;iclc can reconstruct societ) in tl1c spirit of freedonr . Let w; lend our 
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-efforts to organize an independent alli.ince compnsrng those men and 
women in al l countries, and their number is nol inconsiderable, who know 
or who are begin11ing lo see. that Lhc love of freedom, far from being 
merel) a romantic abstraction. is one of the mightiest creative forces i-,, 
human li fe. Let us enc<>urage and c:o-operate with all mo, cments that 
art> going in the direclion charted 111 our basic concepts. 

GREETINGS FROM JAPAN 

EDITOR'S NOTE: In rP-ponse to the FrcP Sociely Croup·~ coll for article, £or 1hi1o 
pamphlet. then· came a notable docuu11•nt from Comrades Yamaj!a and Ishida. who 
acre(( a, a c11m11urtcc of tlte Japan,,,,. A11arclii,1 Fl·tli-raLion. Their offering. i11 
heanLifoll)' formed and legible rf'd-inkecl words on four pap:cs of ~oft ric(• paper, j5 
plira~t'tl in what ,·an lit•,t 1,e Lcmw,I Jap:.U11!.S1'•£111<li-,.h. Because oome pans of il nre 
not l'lear in mf'aninp; to 11•. 1L ha.• bet·n decnwd advioable not lo allcmpL to pul t.he 
whole iuto ,\ m('rican-Eng)i-.11. lmt simply to ,rhe those portion~ that are comp1c­
bcnsiblc. Thu, we avoid ri,l,.ing 1h,· po--ibilit1 of a11ril111ring "rong meaning• to 
our Japnne~e comrade,. 

\\ her!' tlw lrl·ncl of Lht·ir 1hinking i, p,i,lf'nl. ,om,· slight editing has been don,. 
in Lilt' excerpt~ whkh follow. lo clarify them, quilt· ao om· might chan&\t' a ,~urd lwrc 
01111 th,,re in cditin~ u tran~latt·d text. For instance, wht•n these authors speak of 
'·Lhe eunlradiction·· hN11•pen lht- two remaining dominant world powe:r;s-ihe °{jnited 
~late, and the :-.01 iel t 1nion-il1e) apparently mean ·'the conilict" between those 
powtr,. 

BY T. YAMAGA ANDS. ISHIDA 

... If the conflict between the United States and the Soviet Union 
sh,rnJd result in a war between these l\\o ri,als, it \\Ould be n supreme 
traged) for mankind. For i-ucb a war. with its tremendous scope, would 
demand , ictiJ11!> in numbers be) oml rstimale. \\ e fear that that war, if it 
:,;hould come. would de1:tror all ch;lizatiou. 

)et is this conflict as ine,ilahlc ac; is usually thought? \\'e ought to 
aeknowledge the mind of solidarity existing al the hollom of the conilirt. 
In England. which has the most udnu1ced capitalism, we can recognize 
the many socialii>Lic tendencies, and in Russia we can see another example 
of lrnrnan sociali.zalion. These scenes indicate the inevitable directions 
of suc11 $Ocialization. 

The former nation has capitalism, and the latter, totalitarianism. 
Capitalism can allow the free evolution of personality, but this free­

dom is only the freedom o[ the couqueror. l Ls fundamental priJJciple is 
the '·struggle for existence." i.e., (the :,upremacy of the strong) and the 
negation of the weak. So it allows free evolution of persoualiLy only to 
a fa, ored millorily. Yet true freedom is the right of all people. 
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The socialistic direction in Russia must he criticized severely, becaw,e 
under the materialistic conccplion of history Lhe complete emancipation 
of persona lit) is nonsense ... As Lo Lhe totalitarianism in thal country, we 
reject it completely. lls princip le is authorltr-nol Lhe authority of per· 
sonalit), hut of the total negation of personalit). Standing on the dignity 
of personality. we never can accept it. 

--Jn Russia." Lenin said, .. Lhe proletarian has been emancipated." 
But tJ1e proletarian was eman<·ipatecl only from the Tsar. \Yhat of the 
personality of the proletariru1 himself? Can wr say that the proletarian 
working under the authority prPtended by lhe so-called Communism in 
Russia \-\as truly set free? (Herc one sentence appears to sa}: .. Actually 
the soviet ( which means a workers· and soldiers' council opeiating demo­
craticall) \\ith regard Lo public aflairs'I does not exist under the present 
Russian regime:· This seems lo haYe been poinLed out in Lhe writings of 
G.D.TT. Cole.J 

Atornk energy has altered our age. But so far this energy has beeu 
used only for terrible war. Thus capitalism moves Lo destro) itselL 1'.arl 
Marx said: ·•we cru1 see the falling of capitalism wilh our own eyes." ... 

The trur emancipation of pcrs011alily lies only in self-determination. 
What lrns Lhc "One World .. mo\cment as its fm,damentaJ principle­
capi1alism. totalitarianism, or what? ... We !ear that so far as the ideology 
of '·One World'' will be succes~ful on a capitaUstic basis, it \\ill end in 
capitalistic tyranny, like the Roman Empire ... 

One manifeslalion whif'h holds latgP promise from a sta11dpoint of 
mutual concern for humankind is the Christian faith, but cerlainl) we 
don ·t agree with rxisting Christianity. IL was a great turning point in 
history when Christianity was C~J)anded from being the Judaistic national 
religion lo become the Kata Kolis, the world religion. (changing) from 
the God of (implacable) justi<'e lo Lhe God of Jove. We can re<'ognizc 
that our own ideology may be approximated almost Lo the same religious 
µurpose. In his famous Lile of Christ, Ernest Renan said: " Jesus was in 
somp respects an Anarchi~t. for he had no idea of civil government." 
G°' emment to him seemed to be simply an abuse. But from other view­
points the gulr between present-day Christianity and our moremenl i;; 
vast. 

Mankj11d has reachrd an age 11hid1 demonstrates I.hat we can have 
comp lete living only on a world-wide scope. Capitalism orients in !.he 
same direction. having conti-adiction within itselI. Soviet Russia's (pro­
gram) also has developed from Stalin·s State-Communism to Trotsky's 
wo1 ld-rcvol ulion. 

As a means of breaking down nalionalislic barriers, we strnngly urge 
the adoption of Esperanto as a world-language which transcends all 
nationalities and other divisions of the masses of mankind. 
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Our ideal aim is the non-stale federation, which would mean a c:um• 
pletc transit.ion from the reign of mien lo self-determination, the gi1·ing 
wa) of Presidents of republics lo Nm111ittecs of the people, a11d the aban­
doning of the borders 1'11ith separate lhe nations all over the globe. Tu 
say that this would be impossible is lo u11dcrcstimate the capacity o[ 
mankind for progress anti lo despise humanity. 

The Russo-American con0icL ought 11ot to culminate in war. That 
conAict must be dissolved by human solidarity, i.e., by Anarchism, and 
hr t·ompreheuding the true desire of people e1·er)where (the desire for 
o rder :md amicable living.) Except in this way, the world <'annot end 
that connjcL, aud lhere "ill be no hope for peace. Religion now is too 
far removPd from the present glohal problem. H, or whe11, Lhe One World 
mo1erncr1t recognizes LhP logic of the non-i-tatp frderatiou principle. then 
its aim may be realized. 

DECADENCE OF POLITICAL SOCIALISM 
BY FELIPE ALAIZ 

Parlia111ealaq ~ocialis111 is iu a st.ale of decline throughout I.he \\Orld: 
and ii is declining precisely a,s a consequence of individual sulirage, 
,\hicl1 is nhva) s theoretical and hasicall) anti-S<Ji.:ialistic. 

The U.S.S.R. does not permit deci:;ion~ by popular elections. 1£ elec­
tions ha, e been held in Lhal country. they 11 ere complete!) goverrunenl­
controlled, \1 ith only one political party being tolerated; namely, the 
one that held and still holds within its grasp all the instrumentalities of 
po"e1-. This governmental or State part) manipulates elections from its 
headquurters and generally pursues an inlcrnalio11al polic) analoguous 
to that of the Tsars. In the <;ame fashion that the Tsars liben1tccl-1·n 
route-the Bulgarian people from the )Okc oi the Turks. the Soviets now 
are counteracting in Bulgaria tJ1e influence of the Anglo-Saxon powers. 
But Stalin. as well as the Tsarist dp1asty that preceded him, has a selfi;,h 
goal to pur~ue; and in Bulgaria today there exists not freedom but rather 
repre:::sion against the progressive elements. 

The So, iet rulers are appropriating unlo themselves-in an accumu­
lath e and monetary bourgeois st) le and without the consent of the pro­
ducers of wealth- all Lhc resources of public wealth. The most acute 
problem confronting lhc Soviet regime-in contrast to the formal, osten­
tatious Jt!clarations constantly being publici2ed by Sm-iel representatives 
about international issues-indeed, the fundamental and almost sole prob­
lem of Lhe So,iet Stale lies in the fact that the workers there refuse lo be 
passive facLors iu the liie of the colllllr}, with the result that production 
efficiency does not conform lo official quot.as. 
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o fa1· as Lhe aforesaid formal pronouncements are concerned Lhry 
are often intended as divcrsio11ary tactics anyhow. But this failure to 
attain production quo1as undoubtedly arco11nl$ for lhe inncasing demand 
for internal capital in the form of loans- I.his in a country which styles 
itself prolelarian- and the clamor for the ·•u~urious•· dollar. Work under 
durns:e.. with a hail of penalties for Lhose who fail lo set a frenzied pace 
of production. does not avail Lo yield an adequate outpuL for the ecoJtomy 
of the Soviet Stale. and this I err fact will prove to be its downfall. 

Is there Sociafuru i11 Russia? By no means! 1or is the alleged 
Socialism of t11e Oceidcnlal countries I.he genuine article. Elections arr 
slagrd on the basis of supposed democratic principles. Bul the fact 
remains tl1at democracy places on exactly tJic same footing at its elections 
the bourgeoi!; and the proletarian, and I.his is an anti-Soci.albt practice. 
Even German). \\;th its dictatorial xcgimc, collapsed. And this happcnt!<l 
not beeause elections were held or not held, but because war production 
failed; and tJ1is o<·curred because war production was sabotaged by the 
Germans Lhemsehes; also because il was dfrected by I.he military and 
not by industrial elements as was lhe case in the linited 'tales. 

In the last analysis it was the American mechanic, lhe non-militarv 
technician, that routed the professional German army. During the period 
or militru·)' orc11palion the German soldieri- "erf' begging br('ad coupons 
from us Spaniards, while our own Spaniards were c,11-r}ing off mountains 
of bread from tJ1e stores of the German Administration and turning it 
over lo I.he Resistance Movement. 

\\ e . paniards have had amp le occasion lo , ·e.rify that I.he vaunted 
German construction organization knoi,n as TODT, the intricate system 
of espionage de,·cloped by the ' azis, tJ1e directfres o{ Dr. Ley- high priest 
of 1he Hitlerian program- the code of principles laid down by Rosenberg 
and the insolent German High Command- all Lhese forms oI humbug 
celebrated in Spain h) a pedantic }lUblicalion like El Debate. were nothing 
bul bugbears. Jlitler himself was a complete erelin, as t11e Zlll·ich pro­
fessor and psyrhologisl Juug has <lemonstrale<l. According Lo this scholar, 
Hiller was a victim of extreme neuroses which Look tJ1e form o[ neurotic 
outbreaks ,~ith demoniae delusions of grandeur. But the German laborer 
in the war industries staged a slow-clown at the crucial moment. The 
Franco cliq11e had £ai1h in Germany, just as it believes in government 
budgets and in I.he execution block. I\one the less, German technical 
thoroughness suffered disaster, and proved lo be one of the most deceptive 
bogey tales rver propagated throughout a gullible world. 

Now just why did I.he German worker stand with folded arms al the 
critical moment? The exact motive we shall analyze later. But regardless 
of the moti1·ation, il is an incontestable fact I.hat he did stage a deliberate 
slow-down, just as the worker in Russia is now doing. 

These clearly evident facts. recorded by both German and Soviet 
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publications, represent a1, eloquent argument for the workers of the 
Occide11l. Militarizalion of industry does not spell efficiency. The latler 
calls for industrial adq1nceme11L, experience, time, proper example!:'- and, 
above all-listen to this. ve ,\ho conCuse man w:ith inanimaLe objects­
requires lhal Lhe employ;es po,:sess inner contentment and be not ,ie­
Limized by deception. 

The Sunda) clectious mid the spcclaculur mobilization of the voter 
prove quite eas) for a certain period of Lime. But if Communism in 
France. for examplr, thinks it c:an mobilize the ,,orkers. the producers of 
,H•allh, with the same Iacilit) I.hat it can line up I.he ,oters. it is greatly 
mistaken. Even tJ1osf' ,~ ho C'asl Lhei r hallo Ls for I.hat Party will leave it 
high and dr) if, from above, imperious 1oiC'es preach the gospel of 
working all the harder e, en when there is not enough Lo cat. But even 
if there is enough food, work must ne1·er be reduced to slavery and ne,·er 
shall be. 

Observe how the illusion of Parliamcntarism or ·'su1Iragis111·· pla):s 
mean lrieks upon its uwn protagonists. The same thing will l1appen in 
England. The ·'Lahorism.. of Britain ha:, nothi11g in l'ommon with true 
Social ism, just as the SoYiet regime is not truly Socialist. The "Labor 
Government"' is but a limited pa,ty of public officials. former dock 
workers. professors "ithout a ociaHsL background. and a docLrinaire 
nucleus with a mentality half Anglican and half altruistic in theory, 
glued like wax upon ·'bureaucratic envelopes." 

]ts operntional ma;;s is nol an)' ideological group but rather the mul­
titude of workers in the trade unions-an honorable aggregation with.11. 
for it exists. e,e11 though with difficulty. on the Loil of its brawn or brain, 
yet one that has never launched any movement \\ilh a Socialist basis; nor 
have its spo.kesmen ever had any intent lo launch such a mo,ement. The 
onl) thing Lhe laller have sought Lo do, by taking advantage of I.he votes 
of tbe workrrs. who do not live on thPir su!TrngP, wus lo go, ern. 

Tt is obvious that the trade unions could socialize British economy 
without divorcing themselves from their affiliation. HowC\ er, by en­
trusting political rule lo the Lahor leaders. the only result accomplished 
is I.hat ··LaJ,orism" in power allacks thP prohlem of industrial nalionaliza­
tion in a chaotic manner. 

As for the banks. what is actually taking place in Britain? They arc 
a1lowing a clear channel for I.he capita list current: for the lucrative 
value of I.he shares is actual!} being enhanced by freeing them from any 
element o{ rh,k. whi le at the same lime salaries and wages are frozen in 
order Lo revive the monopoly of the English pound sterlfog, along with 
the disasti-ous colonial policy and general misery. In substance, tl1is is 
nothing more than I.he Churchillian program being carried out by a 
Laborite patty in power. 

Whal matters it to I.he English capitalist if Lhe banks ru:c nationalized? 
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To the stockholder they say this: "You hold 100 pounds in shares? Well, 
I shall make you a present of two hundred more. and thus you will have 
three hundred. Since before nationalization ) ou collected nine per cent 
on 100 pounds, now we shall allm1 you three per cent on 300 pounds, 
and thus )OU will dra" the same dividend as before. For it amounts to 
Lhe same thing Lo invest a capital of 100 potu1ds at nine per cent as a 300 
pound capital at three per cent.'' This is the great miracle wrought by 
the nalionalization of banks in Britain. 

So far as the profits of the bank are concerned. what dillerence does 
it make Lo the 11orkingma11 whether these remain in the pockets of lhc 
private banker or in the government Lrea1:Hir} '? The government is able 
to exist b) devalualing the money 11hic·h is leul lo it. thus perpetrating n 
series of ''graduated'' robberies. And with respect to commerce and tho 
businessman, what mallers it lo them whether a loan or a discount of 
commercial shares is made b) a private banker or the late, since both 
of those, or either of them. get away with a larcenous commission? Is 
th'is Social ism? ls it even a rec·ognizablc attempt al So(.·ialism '? 

Ii the self-same \\ orkers who so unwilling!) bring the Labor Parl\ 
into po11er have to assert their rigut to earn a few shillings extra in wages 
by resorting lo a 8trikt:- -a sldke suppre,;:ocd by the Labor GoYernment 
Lhrough soldier slrikehreaken;- \1 hal opinion can one lrnve of the privi­
lege of suffrage? So Lhal thereby one may elect strike-breaking agents? 
Is this Socialism? or is it to he 11ondered al that the Labor Government 
bends the Luce before Dictator Frar1co. while Parliamentary ocialism 
throughout Europe kowtows lo British '·Laborism ., ! 

In France the Communists and labor elements came into po~ er via 
theoretical and indh'idual suffrage. having held the reins oI power since 
October. 19+5, "iLh the collaboration of the Vatican Party. Once the) 
were in the seat of authoril). Socialists aud Comrnunislli formulated thP. 
inhuman and anti-Socialist polic) of speed-up for the workers, ,dthout 
enough Lu eat, just as Stalin would have it and as Hitler wanted it. Even 
the bourgeoi!'ie uu longer senses the need Lo promote or lo propagate 
such a program. Js this what thcr call Socialism? 

lt is the allribute and pri\'ilege o( the social aggregate or the body 
politic, under lhe principles of Socialism, Lo administer public matters 
w.itboul hierarchies or polilical mouopolies or economic dittator@hips, and 
without supreme governmental powers- rather than Lo traffic with th~ 
labor force for the profit o[ some minority. When the administration of 
public a:IIairs is not in the proper hands, one musl battle to regain it; yet 
no sane Socialist will preach or propagate bourgeois slogans or put them 
into effect, al any price. Iu order Lo arrive at this lamentable result jt 
"as nece,,:,ary that Socialism dedicate itself lo the furtherance of the 
polling place and the functionary. And that scH-same bureaucrac) which 
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has already discredited the bourgeois sociel), will like\1ise bring into 
disrepute any go,,ernmental 1,ystem, regardless of the title it bears, even 
though it he proletariaJJ. 

In Ital} Socialists and Communists are governing along \1ilh other 
elements-all of them compeliLive, some of them Vatican-dominated-­
and of course both of them are deeply de, oted to the elaborate nonsense 
of popular elections- the most unstable proposition on the globe. the 
most fluctuating system as well as the onP most rondurive lo deeeptio11. 
The outcome of all this manipulation we shall see before long; scenes of 
pandemoniuin 11ill be witnessed i11 Lhe polling plates, and those \1bo 
aspire lo hold the rei11s of office \\ ill be able lo perpetrnlt- the tactics 
used h) Mu,,soli11i himself, prU1 ided tl1al vole1, cau Le ga1 ne1ed- a project 
not Loo difficuh and one now in the making. The recenll) formed politi­
cal party styling itself the Part)' of ·'The Mau in the Street'' is now 
aspiring lo corral the Italian voters. Fortunately, the Liherlariun mol'c• 
mcnl \1ill assure Ital) n more worthy future. 

In the Scandinavian countries there existed an evangelical Socialism 
representing a fair cro!>s section of the population, but it will not be long 
before it bevome.;' embroiled in So1ietism. Recently thP "French So,iet 
Ch1·istian" movement brought oul in Lyons a series of publications pur­
porting lo pro,e thal Stalin is the fulfillment of the Gospels of Ch1·ist, 
whereas the Vatif'an, ac-cording to these Protest:rnl •·cate.:hists" of Lyons, 
is the negation of the Gospels. 

In general the Political Socialism of Europe has been reduced to the 
expedirnt of conducting elections and of seeking other goals of a silnilar 
nature. rather than fighting for social progress alien to ollicial programs. 
It has collaborated with dictators and with deeply in trenched imperialism: 
aud in the summer of 1939 Hitler, who called himself a ·'Socialist" but 
who was not one, and Stalin. who likewise was no ~ocialist, were enabled 
to unite io an intimate militar) alliance to crush Poland. 

Socialists borrowed the practice oI Parliamenlarianism to begin with, 
from bourgeois polici. whfrh is accuslome<l lo graul a siuglc vole lo a 
hanker. Lo a merchant, an invalid. a usurer or a ballerina, 01· even lo a 
crcl:in--ex.actly the same as lo a foundry worker or a mathematician. 
Whal so11. of Socialism is this? Thi:- ha::; served onl) tu stimulate voting 
for candidates-in elections championed b) these self.same candidates 
who think Lhcmseh-es lo be men of deslin). Once they have tasted of the 
strong wine of power these men become almost frenzied with a sense of 
authority and there is no slraiL-jackeL that will restrain them. Only the 
prohibition of elections, or the consequent budding of a righteous revolu­
tion, will serve to bring them to thei1· senses. 

' ot 011ly is Socialism being falsified; what is more, the entire ir­
relevant doctrine of the democratic fnu11ework is being stultified, inasmuch 
as genuincl) universal suffrage is being eliini.nated i11 the so-called re-
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construction of Europe: ever) thiog is being decided by Lhe "powers that 
J>e·• who have invited themselves to the banquet and are !easting there 
wilhoul regard lo tl1ose i,ho must fool the bills. Thus I.bey r<'l'ise fron­
li<-'rs. render judgement~ about lhe Danube Ri, er. decree "hat shall pass 
or not pass through t.lu• Strait o[ GihraJtar. and impose rigid regulaUons 
upon the 300,000,000 Europeans "ithouL bothering Lo cousulL them aboul 
their wishes. 

either upon the apex. nor on the sides. nor on the base of the tri­
angle k110\\n as Political Soeia lism does one detect the slightest vestige 
of that humanism-quite attenuated, to be surc- o{ a Jean Jaures. We do 
discern traces <>[ humanism ur l'0l11:ern for Lhe elemental rights of rna:i. 
on lhe part of ma11}' men ,1ho do uol fi gure iu Socia li:,t Patl) circles or 
11 ho, "hile the) lllli)' Le hlc11lificd 11it.lJ Socialbt t·ircles, are sboru of all 
major responsibili l) or iniliati,e. Among t.l1cse faclions everylhing i"' 
reduced Lo snamble fo1 the perequi:-itcs of power; eve11 one wan ls lo 
go~ern. even though it be on a tripartite basis. in a coalition wilh erst­
while enemies "ho \\ e1·e de11ourwed as moustPrs in the eourse of thr­
political campaign. The other niaj,,r goal appears lo he I.he negotiation 
of a loan of dollan, so as to impose upon the backs of t.he hard-working 
and undernouri,,,hed laborers the crushing burden of debls. Cun lhis be 
Socialism? Whal \'Oler fr, c·apable of enduring such a]1surd contradictions? 

Sodnlists are wonL lo t'Pproaeh Communists for lheir dependence ou 
'·foreign soun-cs,·· as Le Journal de Geueve recenll} commcuted. Thal ii" 
indeed a well warranted eharge. But it also is a fact that the '·socializing 
Calholics"- thal is what th<-'y arf' now, inel11ding the spokesmen of the 
'·Tm1oignag<' Chrhien"- look Lo Home. and that the entire Socialist 
mO\erru•nL of lhe \Vesl is on its knee:- before the British Labor Party 
whiC'h, i11 turn. obligei, Lhrm Lo upho ld the special interests of British 
imperialism. Veril) we ha, e traveled a long way from tlie Commzmist 
Manifesto of Karl \larx! 

The London-dumirmled character o[ Western Socialism-the latter, 
like tltc Labor Pail) it::,elf, being sf'duced into anli-Socialisl paths hy 
popular suffraie-is ohviuus and Lends to complicate politics to a be" ild 
ering degree. Thus Schumacher. German Socialist leader and opponent 
of fusion 1, ith the Con1mu11ist,,, has his headquarters in the Rritish Zone 
of Gcrmmi) and makes frequent , isils Lo Londo11. Laski, chairman 0£ 

what might be called the Executive Body of the Labor Party, is in visible 
ronlad with Socialist leaders of the Conline11t. as for example ALL lee with 
Leon Blum; and Laski himself look a hand in the Socialist Congress 
held in Florence, e;,rpressing himself againsl fusion and scoring a victory 
all along the line. In the aforementioned Italian Socialist Congress of 
Florence, Pietro Nenni, Socialist chief and oulslanding proponent of 
fusion. obtained only a live percent YOte, compared with the anti-fusionist 
leadership by Saragat. 
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Seven times in succession the Labor Party rejected the 1·equest of the 
Communists for co-operation. Even t.l1ough a th ird of the laborist dele­
gates voted in favor of collaboralion. one notes among the labor leaders 
and their salellites in Europe an adverse reactio,t to Communism. If the 
, oters parlicipale in all these p reposterous maneuvt>__rs, Europe again will 
l)ecome t.l1e prey of wars more violent than those of the pasl, "ith Lbe 
workers Lorn b) disunil) and division. while they continue to prate of 
unity, and while they fail lo discern that the Anglo-Saxon bourgeoisie 
and lhe So,·iet dictalorship arc tricking them all the time. 

In Holland Lhe ocia lisls have joined in a bloc ,~ith other parties, 
the Communists being exc:luded. The Spa11 ish Socia lists, who hurl endle.,;s 
insults a l one another. had ministers of every conceivable antagonistic 
orientati on in their government-i11-exilc. 

Al l this welter of European Socialism is derived from t.l1e sulTragi,;,L 
or parliamentary fallac): and iL is possible that Communism will lose 
some of its positions-except in the Balkans-in Ia, or of a ocialisn1 
wh_ich is s till in an embryonic state, and which will include all possible 
gradations and shadings from tbe confessional Christian variet). down 
to leftist Soc-ialists op posed lo Communism. a ll these allies being per­
meated wilh ministerial reformism. but impotent Lo acr-ornplish anything 
praclit'al. not evei1 in couformity with their own programs. 

Popular suffrage-which or iginated neither with the Russian Revolu­
tion nor with Socialism-has generated a veritable ,·ortex of conf-usio11, 
so as to enhance. b} contrast. lhe middle-class institutions which ha\ e 
generally gone lo rad, and ruin on theiJ· middle and loi, er levels; where­
as what 11 e might desigJ1ate as lbe ·•high-power bourgeoisie" allows the 
lower middle class Lo maintain businesses of sligh t scope and lo susta:11 
them in such fashion lhaL t.l1e latter ,, ill not fall easy prey to Lile oviet 
ideology. 

Onl) progressive imtilt1lions divorced from the Late-e.g. the S)Slcm 

of t'O•operatives with a ll its shortcomings. the independent type of labor 
orga11izatio11, cultural activilies w1in1luencecl by the ollicial hierarch y. 
morality and customs, the interchange of abiding values. the interrelation­
ships oJ races, local life of people who manage their own destinies. etc.­
can he said to hm e allained any authentic improvement and tangible 
progress possihle-the kind from which there is no turning back. 

Such inslitutions, r· haraC"trrized by a free and voluntary <'0mpact and 
b) the stamp of ciYilization. will continue lo grow and expand u11Lil the) 
obU Lerate the fallaC)' of popular or parliamentary suffrage, which has 
succeeded only in leading astray a Socialism which was no real ocialism. 

ln tl1e fulure status of the free communities of Spain. suffrage will br­
aholished. ) ielding place to accord concerning useful public -works and 
c-ommon servi<:cs. such as have been C'omme11ded by Lhe International. 
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25 YEARS OF 'FREE SOCIETY' 
ACTIVITY IN CHICAGO 

BY BORIS YELENSKY 

The <lislinction of being the pioneers of our movement in Chicago ( i( 

we leave out of account the era of the Haymarket martyrs, 1881-1893) is 
held b} lhe David Edclstat Group, which, toward the close of the nine­
teenlh rentury a11d for a considerablr period thereafter, was notably acfoe 
in Jewish circles. ln tJ1e course or Ljme it became a branch of the Work­
men's Circle. Around 1he Lum of tJ1e century there also was an English­
language group which published a magazine called Free Society, the name 
home by the group itself. 

Subsequently the leading role in our movement in this lVud-Western 
metropolis was played by the Anarchist Red Cross. likewise Jewish. IL 
carried 0 11 until the advenl of the O<.:Lober Revolution in Russia in 1917, 
when it "as dissolved. In the English-speaking sphere the most energetic 
organizaliou here in that period was I.he Alarm Group. while another 
actfre group, more philosophic in its apprOat;h Lo the social struggle, 
centered largely about the Livshis family. 

Th(' red-baiting reaction and hysteria which raged under Auorney 
General Pa lmer after the First World War sen·ed to smother the Anar­
chist movement in Chicago, so ilial for several years it had no organized 
expression in this city . But the soil was £ertile, nnd iL was not long before 
the movement took root again. What lent great stimulus to our cause was 
the arrival of distressing r1ews from Soviet Russia about the traofo plio-ht 

• 0 0 

of our martyr-comrades in ilia! unhappy land. True, for a Lime the reali-
zation that the age-long ballle for freedom in Russia had turned into a 
cruel regime o( tyranny and dictatorship created disiUusionment and 
confusion in our ranks. But presently a strong urge was fe lt to launch a 
campaign of enlightenment and to provide desperately needed aid for our 
stricken Russian comrades. 

That urge came toward the end of 1923. when several of our comrades 
returned from a visit lo Soviet Russia, echoing the anguished cries of our 
tortured brethren there for help. The grim word that they brought from 
prisons and concentration camps, jrupellen the organizina of om Free 
Society in Chicago. t:> 

The principal Lask o'f our new group at first was lo collect funJs 
quickly lo aid our imprisoned and exiled comrades in Russia. Ju co-op­
.eration with several Social Democrats we conducted this activity under 
the 11ame of Lhe Aid Society for Russian Political Prisoners, and ·in 1924 
we staged two high!) successful bcnelit performances of A restanten Beller 
in Chicago. This collaboration lasted for about two years, after which the 
Free Society continued its aid program independently. 
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In the spring of 1921 the secretary of the Yidisher F ederalsie, Com­
rade Samuel Margolis. arrived in Chicago from Lile East to organize a 
I wenty-fifth anniversary celebralion in honor of I.he ew York Yiddish 
weekly. Freie Arbeiter Stimme." This celebration, held in Lhe following 
winter, also proved to be an overwhelming success. doubtless heightened 
b) the JHC~t'Ht;!' of Joseph Cohen, then edilur of the F.A.S .. as guesl 
SJJCaker. That event signalized the exµ ani;ion of our sociel) far beyond 
the bounds of Chicago, embrac.:i11g Workmen·s Circle branches, labor 
unions. and kindred S)rupathctic groups. 

Two lecture tours undertaken in the Lnitcd Stales b, Comrade Rudolf 
Roi;ker in l 92{i and 1930. lent powerful momenlum to' the Free Society·:; 
\\Ork. In the former )Car ,vc arranged three public lcclures for him, and 
all were aucndcd by o, crflo,~ erowds. A bru1qucl staged i11 Comrade 
Rocker's honor likewise was conspicuousl) succesl>ful. Half of the pn.i­
ceeds from his Chicago lectures was turned u, er lo him, and the other 
buU was put into a fund l o publish his \HiLings. Nlore than 2,500 person,; 
came Lo those lectures. \\ bile many hundreds more heard Rocker after he 
was compelled lo Ree from :\azi German) in 1933. Our Free Society co­
operated active!) in the project to publish Comrade Rocker's itwaluable 
hislorita l M>rk. Nntionalism and Culture. in tJ1c English language. until 
that undcrwking was transferred lo Los Angeles. 

In addition lo prO\ iding material assista1we for our terrorized 1·om­
rade,l; in Soviet Ru$sia, our ,;oc•iel.) spo11sored various educational ledu1·es 
and open forums, begi1ming \\' iLh the year 1926. • ome of our leading 
members partitipated in thnse di~eussions. among them the !ale Jack 
Denenberg and Maximilian Ola). When open forums were booming 
e,erywhcrc in the winter of 1928-29. we hired the hall of the Northwest 
Side A rheiter Ring School for such a forum a11d it became one of the 
most popular in the cit}. 

An especiall) aurac-the offering was lhP occasional vechmTLlca, or 
social e,e11ing. which we :,lagcd. The forum;; served as an excellent 
medium for disseminaling our phHo$opli) and literat1ue. Prompted by 
their aotahle suci;es:,,. Lhe Free Society also organi~ed rnass-mcr:tings and 
sympoi-ia in the LooJJ. the downtvwn section oI Chicago, al "hich prom­
inent speakers appeared. A particularly irnpressi,e a.Jiair was a ma~­
rnceting held in February. 1931, on the tenth anniversary or the death of 
the peerless philo;iophcr of our movement, Peter Kropotkin. 

In 1930, following a suggesti on made by the Freie Arbeiter S timme, 
we arrangrd a puhlir dinner to celebrate the fiftieili annivcrsar} of 
Alexander 13erkman's birth. It was our societr "hich also arran.,.ed 
lectures in Chicago by Comrades A. M. Weinberg and Shaya Yano[~·­
However, wilh the advent of World War lJ and the illusor) war-time 
prosperity. open forums in general met with a decline and, toward the 
• ee footnote nl the ~nd 11{ thi~ article. 
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end of the winter season of 1939, we were obliged to disconlintie this 
educational venture, after ten years of effective effo,t. 

Originally our Free ociely was established as a Yiddish-speaking 
group, but in the coul'se of time the question arose as to what language 
,,e could most advantageously emplo) in continuing our propaganda 
activities. After extended debate it was decided that, inasmuch as ou1' 
membership was no longer excl usively Jewish. we should conduct our 
agitation in English. In keeping 1-ilb this resolution we organized, in 
] 928, the fin,t <·onference l which enlisted strong support) for the benefit 
of the Rood to Freedom, an English-language Anarchist revie" , then being 
publ ished in 'ew York City. 

Though we had become officially an English-s1>eaking group, we look 
an nc: live part in t11e J ewish Federation Conference iii epleruher, 1930. 
,,hen we ~rganized an assembly of Yiddish-speaking groups from the 
Mid11estem Stairs in Chicago. For tl1is the Freie Arbeiter Stimme issued 
a spec• ial Chicago edition. 

Throughout the year~ our soc.iely nas given substantial support lo a 
goodly number of English-language poriod.icals, such as Freedom, Road 
lo Freedom. Vanguard. I\ ew Trends, Resistance, and ot.hei·s, as well as to 
Freedom in London and to the li bertarian Ita lian and panish press, and 
also to thr Slelton SC'hool in I\ew J ersey. ln addition we sponsored a 
series of lectures in English b) outstanding Anarchists, including Hippo­
lJte Havrl, Harr y KelJ), and Ylarcw, Graham. 

In 1931. on the tenth anniversru·) of Kropotkin's death. the Free 
ociet) gal'C help to the local Russian Crnup, toward the J>Ublication of 

an international edition of a Kropotkin testimonial book of 352 pages in 
Russian. Prior lo that time we has issued and circu lated some 33.000 
copies oI foe important pamphlets, including C. P. Maximoff's Bolshe­
vism: Promise and Reality; Kropotlin 's A ppecd to the Young; Emma 
Goldman's 1'he individual and ociety; Hippolyte UaYel's What's Anar­
chism? and \ ' olLairine de Cleyre's Anarchism a,ul American Traditions. 

We also helped the Alexander Berkman Fund in bringing to the 
public: Comrade Maximofrs monumental ,·olume. The Guillotine at W ork, 
a devastating expose of official terror in Sov iet Russia ilirough twenty 
yeru:s. And we lent valuable assistance to other groups in their publica­
tion actidties. Thus we gave wide circulation to a book published by 
the Philadelphia Radical Librarr Croup-namely, Joseph Cohen's The 
Jewish Anarchist Movement in America. 

Sponsoring and arranging for Emma Cold.man's lectures in Chicago 
in 19:N was one of our society's most notable achieYements. We organizr<l 
this large-scale undertaking without t.he aid of specialized lecture bureaus 
or agents. none of which was willing to venture sponsoring addresses hr 
one so trafe. or taboo, as Emma Goldman. E,•cn the extravagant offer o( 
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a forty per cent tommi:ssion failed to mo,e a lecture bureau to manage 
her Chicago appearances. 

Results nrP-P.ned our fondest P.Xpectations. The G-Oldruan mass-meeting 
in the Loop attracted more than 2,000 persons : a lerture on the Uui­
, ersit) of Chicago campus drew an audience of some 800; while an ad­
dres:, in Yiddish was heard by about 700. A banquet and two other 
«atherina:, a lso were well allended. 'aturally we were elated and im-
t- i:- d C h •• menselr gratified II hen Emma Goldman. just before the en o t al v1s1t, 
paid us a lligh compliment in these 1\onls : ··) ha, e been in error through­
out 111) whole life about our own groups, never realizing what creative 
rapacil) the) possess:' 

Six years later il 11 as our· melanchol) honor lo accompan; Emma to 
ber final resting plare in Waldheim Cemetery. The sbaueri11g news of 
hrr sudden passing real'hed us b) telegram, a long ,, ith word that her 
h◄)d) was enroute lo Chicago that ,er) da;. Drspite the shormess of the 
time a llowed us and tb.e con,-iderable vosts invol\'ed. we managed to 
complete our plans for the funeral by nightfall. '\cws of the death of 
this emi nent and C"m1rageous libertarian 1:reated a tremendous stir in CJ,i­
cag-o radical and liberal circles, and thousands of meu, \\'Omen. antl 
children from all over ilie citv hasle11ed Lo pa) their m,pects to her mem­
Or) at Waldht:'irn. where a m~morahle funeral sen iee was held. 

In August. 19:36, our ;.ociety called a special mrNing of all Chicago 
Jibcrtaria11s to mobilize material aid for our cmbat1led comrades in pain. 
Thi;. gathrring unanimous!) adopted motions lo launch an inten~ve ca~­
paign 10 rhat efIP<"L and lo utilize to the utmost our c·on11ec t1ons wllh 
Workmen·s Cirl'lc branches. lahor unions. and other S)mJ)athelic- group'::i. 
With the help of subscription lists, ra1Jle tickets for art albums sent to us 
from Spain. eye-arresting posters, and special bulletins about the Spanish 
Cidl \\"ar. ,, e uot onh• raised substalllial funds for our beleaguered com­
rade::: who werf' r~isti~g F ra11ro. Lut also sprnad a grcal deal of enlight­
enment aLoul the issues in that bloody conflict. 

Too. we organizer! sevrral high]} e!Trc-Livr _protest meetings, auo svon­
sorecl the presentation of a dramalic: . panish a11ti-Fascist film in a dow11-
Lo11n theatre for a whclc week. Despite hitter cold weather that week. ancl 
the hostilit)' of tl1c Catholic Church. we sur<"eeded in raising- through 
the forcii;oing affairs and tl1e sa le of literature-near]) $9.000 for this 
cause. i\Jor did our program of material a1td moral support end 1,lth the 
triumph of Dictator Franeo. To this day monetar) contributions are beiug 
sent regular!} Lo our Spanish tomrndes in France and other countrie,, 
through Ute lustrumentalit; o{ ilie Alexander Berkman Fund. 

Nineteen Thirty-two saw-in conformity with an appeal b) Llie In1rr­
nalional Workingmcn's Association-the organization in CJ,icago o( a unit 
called the Aid Commillee for Arrested and Exiled Anan:hi:-ls anti ·\t1all'h 11-
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S) ndicalists in Russia. In 1936 this unwieldy name was changed to that 
of the Alexander Berkman Aid Fund, in commemoration of Berkman·s 
, al ian L eJiorts iJi behal( oI our comrades so long persecuted by the Bol­
sheYiki. At various Limes since 1932, our Free ~oc:iet) has sent appeals 
throughout the country, conduded au extensive correspondence with our 
comrades in Russia. and ::.ent substantial help from Chicago lo them, in 
addition lo lesser contribuliuns fornarded lo kindred co.mmittces in Berlin 
a11cl Paris . .And we continue lo pla) an active role in lhe huma11ilar.inn 
end ca, ors of the Berkman Fund. 

From the beginning. our organization has never Leen passive or in­
different toward cvenls of the da} which affected our movement or the 
cause of freedom. Thus. during the Sacco•Vanzelli travesty un justice, 
we did ever) thing in our power lo arou;,e public opinion in bchalC oJ 
those tragic victims of intolerance. Similar!) we made our voice heard 
in the Mooney.Billings case, as well us in the less publicized Fcrrcrn­
F allito episode. We gave active aid lo the "ork of the Industrial Worker,, 
of the World in hehalf of the framed.up Harlan County coal miners in 
Kentw·ky. and to that of lh; later Kentucky Miners Defense Comrnillee. 
,~hith won the liberation of all seven life-term prisoners in the Evarts 
Baltic c·ases. In brief. we responded readil) lo the call of any group io 
the rounlry-b~ it Jewish, Rwisian, Spanish, I lalian. or English-speaki11g 
-whith was making a fight to uphold the prineiplcs Lhal we hold dea1. 

A unique acth it) o( our rnriety i'\ its representation in the Pioneu 
SorieL), whieh has loug de, oled il~elf Lo maintaining the monument lo 
our Chicago Haymarket martyrs in \Yaldheim Cemeteq. This monument 
has bee11 visited by countless thousands of our t·omrades and sympathize.rs 
!rum all over the "orld. ln 1937 we werr chiefly instrumental in orga­
nizing a fiftielh-auniversar) eommemoralion of thr Haymarket Lraged). 
That obsen ance had a Lrul) inlernatioual character. and recei,ed wide 
and favorable puhlicity. 

All these divrn,t' and rnanifold acli,•ilies have been carried to succc:,,; 
on the prillc·iple of free i11itiati,e. And on the whole our Free Society has 
operated harmouiousl)-. despite the II ide divergence of points of view 
represented in its ranks. Ow· members lrnve never faltered in the wil l ann 
the impulse lo contriLulc their share Lo the building of a new wo.rld of 
peace and freedom. And that shini11g record 0£ achievement undrr the 
inspiration of the libertarian philosophy. gi, es promise that cou_rage and 
faith to continue the battle for the realization of our ideal will not be 
lackillg among us! 

EDITOR'S NOTI~: tna,much a, Frei,• Arheiter Stimme i,- t'debrating. in 1951, 
the ,ixtie1h year of ii~ founding. an explanation i;, needed here to 1-t·ep the record 
straight. \1enliun is made on paii:e 91 of a twen1y.f\flh annh•ersary rrlehra1ion in 
honor of that weekly. T here wu, 11 lap"t" of a few yearfl in i1s publication in the 
fiM decade. and the Chica1rn affair acl ually marked the quart Pr of a century whic-li 
had pa$sed ,int'i' ils issuance was re~umed in 1899. 
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Freie Arbeiter Stimme in New YClrk ... DR. IIER!\LA "l fRANK is now editor of 
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Stalin's Treachery and olher book~ ... RUDOLF ROCKER wrote Nationalfan~ and 
CL1!t11n·. Pioneers of American Freedom, two volumes of memoirs, and various other 
boob and pa mph I els .. , .i\ ( G l"STlNE SOU CHY is a German newspaperman; wrote 
Libertarian Sodalis111, ~evernl p11m1>hll0t,, and many article~ in Cerman, Swedish, anti 
Spani,h press: lhei, in Mexico ... SAM WEINER pf New York is a well.known 
speakc·r for 1he Lndus1ria l Workerb of the W(,rltl ... DAVID WIECK is secretary 
of 1he Resistanci- Croup. ~ew York ... CE,OnGE WOODCOCK is au1hor o[ Th~ 
Parrnlox of O.n-ar Wilde and many pamphlets; lives in England ... T. YA~[.ACA 
and S. ISIIIOA are Japanese nrw~papermen ... BORIS YELENSKY is secretary o( 
the free Soriely Croup of Chicago. and alw of thr Maximoff Pul>licalion Conunillee. 

■ I 

CONCERNING THE TRANSLATIONS 

For llirir pain~1aking pmfP~!'i,mal s,•rvict>s in I ranslating vari,,i1• partR of thi~ 
pamphlet. the Free Society Group voices its appreciatfon to three individuals-Prof. 
Julian J. $1e,·n. prr..,,idrnt o f lht> Chicago Schou! for Adults; Walter Raymond, slsu 
ol Chicago; anti Mr~. Ada . iegel of Nrw ) ork. Professor Steen tran!'lnted the 
rontribution~ by the> following author;;: Alaiz. Buenacasa, J\larti, and Pradas, f.rom 
1lie !:;pa11i-lt: Leval and l'lanche. £mm Lue French; Ku!'rh lin. llo1:kl'r. ll11U Soud1~. 
from tlte German: :tntl Yclen~ky. from the Jcwi~h -whil~ Walter Raymond tran• 
blatrd tlw artick IJy Pierro! Imm th,· Frenc'1. and Mrs. Siegel lram,lated the norc,s 
h, Maximoff from the Rus,ian. 
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adds up to horror which history must face. An invaluable book 
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author and editor ... "Source material which no student of Soviet 
administrative methods should overlook. "-W. H. CHAMBERLIN, 
in Christian Science Monitor ... "The most enlightened study of 
Bolshevism in action yet to appear." ---5. E. CARNER, in Modern 
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in Freie Arbeiter Stimme. 

627 pages; $3.50 postpaid. 

Make checks and money orders payable to 

FREE SOCIETY GROUP OF CHICAGO 

2422 North Halsted Street, Cbica~o 14, Ill. 




